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RESOLUTION ADOPTING RULES OF COUNCIL, AS AMENDED

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Petersburg, that the Rules of
Council heretofore adopted, be, and they are hereby reenacted with amendments, so as to read
as follows:

RULE I. - MEETINGS

Section 1. The Council shall hold regular meetings on the first and third Tuesdays of
each month. If a regularly scheduled meeting shall fall on the day of a general election, this
meeting shall be held, instead, on the next Tuesday night following that election.

Special meetings of the City Council shall be held when called by the mayor or
requested by two or more of the members of Council. The call or request shall be made to the
Clerk, and shall specify the matters to be considered at the meeting. Upon receipt of such call
or request the Clerk, after consultation with the mayor, shall immediately notify each member
of the Council and the City Atftorney in writing. Such notice shall specify the matters to be
considered at the meeting. No matter not specified in the notice shall be considered at such
meeting, unless all members are present. The notice may be waived if all members of the
Council attend the special meeting or sign a waiver.

In January of every year, City Council will hold an organizational meeting prior to the
first regularly scheduled public meeting. The purpose of the meeting will be to adopt the Rules
of Council. In odd-numbered years, City Council will elect a Mayor and Vice Mayor.

Section 2. A majority of the Council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of

business, unless otherwise required by law or ordinance.







Section 3. If a quorum of the Council fails to attend any meeting, whether regular or
special, the presiding officer may adjourn the meeting to some later date, and notice of such
adjournment shall be given to each member of the Council by the Clerk. The Clerk shall enter
such adjournment on the journal.

Section 4. All meetings of the Council shall be presided over by the Mayor, or, in the
Mayor's absence, by the Vice Mayor, or, in the absence of both, by some other member of the
Council to be designated by the Council and entered of record on the journal.

Section 5. No meeting shall extend after the hour of 12 midnight unless Council by an
affirmative vote of the majority of those members present extends the length of the meeting.
The member so moving to extend the length of the meeting shall include in his or her motion
the matters appearing on the docket for that meeting to be considered after the hour of 12
midnight.

Section 6. No regular meetings of Council will be held during the month of August of
each year. Also, there shall be only one regular meeting in the month of December and it shall
be held on the second Tuesday of that month, unless otherwise scheduled by City Council.

Section 7. All meetings of Council shall be scheduled to begin at 6:30 p.m. unless a
majority of all members of Council vote to schedule it at a different time or unless a majority
of all members of Council inform the Clerk of Council otherwise in writing. Required legal
notice shall be given of such change.

Section 8. All meeting of Council shall be held in the Union Train Station unless a
majority of all members of Council vote to schedule it elsewhere or unless a majority of all
members of Council inform the Clerk of Council otherwise in writing. Required legal notice

shall be given of each change.







Section 9. Council whole-heartily concurs with the General Assembly of Virginia that
the affairs of government are not intended to be conducted in an atmosphere of secrecy since al
all times the public is to be the beneficiary of all action taken by its own government. Therefore,
Council shall conduct its business in a way to promote an increased awareness, by all citizens,
of Council’s activities and shall afford every opportunity to citizens to witness the operations
of Council except as authorized t)y the Virginia Freedom of Information Act, Virginia Code
section 2.2-3700 et seq. Accordingly in addition to those notice and meeting requirements
established by law, Council shall give no less than three business days’ prior notice of all special
and emergency meetings unless a majority of all members of Council inform the Clerk of
Council otherwise in writing and all such meetings shall take place at the time and place
indicated in sections 7 and 8, above. Notwithstanding the foregoing, actions taken at meetings,
where a quorum is present and in compliance with other minimum requirements of law, shall
not be invalidated by any departure from this Section.

Section 10. Once the Clerk of Council has notified the public of a meeting of Council,
the meeting shall be held as noticed unless a majority of all members of Council ask the Clerk
of Council in writing to cancel or re-schedule the meeting.

RULE IL. - CLERKS AND RECORDS

Section 1. The Council shall elect a Clerk who shall keep a neat and accurate journal
of the proceedings and shall be the custodian thereof. After the minutes are read and approved,
they shall be signed by the presiding officer.

Section 2. The Council shall keep a journal of its proceedings and its meetings shall be
open, except when, by a recorded vote of a majority of the members present, the Council shall

declare a closed session in accordance with the Virginia Freedom of Information Act.







Section 3. The Clerk shall prepare and present at each sitting of the Council a docket
of all matters requiring the attention of the Council. The docket of all regular meetings shall be
provided to all members of Council no later than five days before Council is scheduled to meet.

Section 4. Council shall comply with Virginia Code section 15.2-1426, stating:

The object of every ordinance, except an ordinance approving a budget
and annual appropriation ordinance or an ordinance with codifies
ordinances, shall be clearly expressed in its title. All ordinances which
repeal or amend existing ordinances shall identify by title the section to
be repealed or amended.

Also, Council shall comply with Virginia Code section 15.2-1427 (B), stating:

B. On final vote on any ordinance or resolution, the name of each
member of the governing body voting and how he voted shall be
recorded; The governing body may adopt an ordinance or resolution by
a recorded voice vote unless otherwise provided by law, or any member
calls for a roll call vote.

RULE III. - ORDINANCES AND AMENDMENTS

Section 1. Every ordinance shall be read by its title when presented. No ordinance shall
be amended, suspended or repealed except by ordinance regularly introduced and passed, nor
shall any section of any ordinance be amended unless the whole section shall be reordained. No
ordinance shall be considered at the meeting at which it is introduced if objection thereto be
made by four members of the Council.

Section 2. All enacted and adopted ordinances and resolutions shall be recorded in a
book to be kept for that purpose and shall be attested by the Clerk as having been enacted or
adopted by Council. They shall then be signed by the Mayor.

Section 3. No ordinance or resolution appropriating money exceeding the sum of One
Hundred Dollars, imposing taxes or authorizing the borrowing of money, shall be passed except

by a recorded affirmative vote of a majority of all the members elected to the Council.







Section 4. No ordinance or resolution appropriating money exceeding the sum of One
Thousand Dollars, imposing taxes or authorizing the borrowing of money shall pass on the date
of its introduction. The vote on such ordinance or resolution shall be taken by "ayes" and "nays"
and shall be entered on the journal, and the affirmative vote of a majority of the members elected
to the Council shall be necessary to its passage.

Section 5. No ordinance or resolution amending or changing the rate of license fees or
taxes imposed by the City of Petersburg shall pass on the day of its introduction.

Section 6. The Mayor shall provide an opportunity for the public to be heard on each
ordinance or resolution considered by Council. Where specific procedures for public hearing
are established by law, such procedures shall be followed. In all other instances, public
comment will be heard after a motion for adoption of the ordinance or resolution has been
accepted by the Mayor and prior to discussion by Council. Once City Council has started
discussing the motion, no further input from the public will be accepted.

RULE 1V. - RECONSIDERATION

No question decided by the Council shall be again brought forward at any subsequent
meeting during the period of thirty days thence ensuing, unless there be a motion to reconsider
it before the Council adjourns. No such motion to reconsider shall be entertained unless it be
made by a member voting with the prevailing side at that meeting.

RULE V. - ORDER OF BUSINESS

Section 1. At every regular meeting of the Council the order of business shall be as
follows

L. Roll Call

2. Closed Session







10.

11.

12,

13.

Moment of silence

Pledge of Allegiance

Proclamations/Recognitions

Consent Agenda (to include minutes of previous meeting/s)
Official Public Hearings

Public Information Period:

A public information period, limited in time to 30 minutes, shall be part
of the Order of Business at each regular council meeting. Each speaker
shall be a resident or business owner of the City and shall be limited to
three minutes. No speaker will be permitted to speak on any item
scheduled for consideration on the regular docket of the meeting at which
the speaker is to speak. The order of speakers, limited by the 30-minute
time period, shall be determined as follows:

(a) First, in chronological order of the notice, persons who have notified
the Clerk no later than 12:00 noon of the day of the meeting,

(b) Second, in chronological order of their sign up, persons who have
signed a sign-up sheet placed by the Clerk in the rear of the meeting
room prior to the meeting.

The sign-up sheet will be retrieved by the Clerk immediately prior to the
commencement of the public information period. Only those persons who
have notified the Clerk prior to the meeting in accordance with (a) above,
or whose name appears on the sign-up sheet will be eligible to speak. In
the event that more than ten people so qualify to speak, Council, by
majority vote, may increase the 30-minute time period and/or decrease the
three minutes otherwise allotted to each resident to speak. Any matter
brought before the attention of the City Council during a public
information period shall not be acted upon by City Council at that meeting.

Business or reports from the Mayor or other members of Council
Items removed from consent agenda

Unfinished business

New business

Communications/special reports







14. Reports/responses to previous public information period
15. City Manager’s Agenda
16. Business or reports from the Clerk
17. Business or reports from the City Attorney
18. Adjournment
Section 2.  The order of business shall not be departed from except upon the approval
of the majority of the members of Council present.

RULE VI - PROCEDURE

In passing upon any question of procedure, the presiding officer shall be governed by
Robert’s Rules of Order.

RULE VII. - CHANGES AND SUSPENSIONS OF RULES

No rule shall be suspended or changed except upon the affirmative vote of a majority
of all members elected to the Council, or as regulated by the City Charter or other controlling

law.
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