
City of Petersburg
Virginia

www.petersburgva.gov

Special Regular City 
Council Meeting

December 8, 2020
Live Stream
12:00 PM

City Council

Samuel Parham, Mayor – Ward 3
John A. Hart, Sr., Vice­Mayor– Ward 7

Treska Wilson­Smith, Councilor – Ward 1
Darrin Hill, Councilor – Ward 2

Charlie Cuthbert, Councilor – Ward 4
W. Howard Myers, Councilor– Ward 5
Annette Smith­Lee, Councilor – Ward 6

City Manager
Aretha R. Ferrell­Benavides

1.  Roll Call 
   

2.  Prayer 
   

3.  Closed Session 
   

4.  Moment of Silence 
   

5.  Pledge of Allegiance 
   

6.  Determination of the Presence of a Quorum 
   

7.  Proclamations/Recognitions 
   

  a.  Proclamation for National Influenza Vaccination Week, December 6­12, 2020 
8.  Reports/responses to previous public information period 
   

9.  Communication/Special Reports 
   

  a.  Introduction from Delegate Jennifer D. Carroll Foy 
  b.  City Manager Report ­ Aretha Ferrell­Benavides, City Manager 
  c.  COVID­19 Update 
  d.  Presentation on proposed terms and conditions for entranceway improvements and park. 
10.  Consent Agenda (to include minutes of previous meetings): 
   

  a.  A request to schedule a public hearing and consideration of an ordinance authorizing the execution 
and recordation of a deed of vacation and quitclaim of property at 37 Slagle Avenue, Parcel ID: 
014010001, related to a 15" Sewer easement on the property. 

  b.  Request for City Council to schedule a public hearing on January 5, 2021 regarding a Proposal to 
Purchase and Develop  703 Hinton St. and, consideration of an Ordinance Authorizing the City 
Manager to execute a Purchase Agreement toward the Sale of the City­owned property.

  c.  Consideration to approve the supplemental appropriation in the amount of $7,397,181 for 
Petersburg Public Schools for the current fiscal year ­ 1st Reading 
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  d.  Consideration to appropriate the balance of Urban Highway from set­aside Funds in the amount of 
$2,601,761.50 from the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT). ­1st Reading     

  e.  Consideration for City Council to approve the CARES Act of 2020 funding for the Petersburg 
Registrar's Office in the amount of $60,665 ­ 1st Reading 

  f.  Consider appropriation of an additional $1,339.00 received from the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) for the City of Petersburg’s Litter Grant for Prevention and 
Recycling Program activities for the period July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 ­ 1st Reading 

  g.  ABC Application for Striver's Row Petersburg, LLC 
  h.  Special Regular City Council Meeting Minutes of May 19, 2020;  October 20, 2020; Special 

Closed Session City Council Meeting Minutes of November 10, 2020; Special Regular City 
Council Meeting Minutes of November 10, 2020; and Special Regular City Council Meeting 
Minutes of November 17, 2020. 

11.  Official Public Hearings 
   

  a.  A public hearing December 8, 2020 regarding a Proposal to Purchase and Develop 115 Harrison 
Street and consideration of an Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to execute a Purchase 
Agreement toward the Sale of the City­owned property.

  b.  A Public hearing regarding an amendment to the City of Petersburg Code, Article IV, I­95 
Technology Zone, definitions, incentives and compliance sections 

12.  Public Information Period 
   

 

A public information period, limited in time to 30 minutes, shall be part of an Order of Business 
at each regular council meeting. Each speaker shall be a resident or business owner of the City 
and shall be limited to three minutes. No speaker will be permitted to speak on any item scheduled 
for consideration on the regular docket of the meeting at which the speaker is to speak. The order 
of speakers, limited by the 30­minute time period, shall be determined as follows: 

  a. First, in chronological order of the notice, persons who have notified the Clerk no later than 
12:00 noon of the day of the meeting,

  b. Second, in chronological order of their sign up, persons who have signed a sign­up sheet 
placed by the Clerk in the rear of the meeting room prior to the meeting removed from 
consent agenda

13.  Business or reports from the Mayor or other Members of City Council 
   

14.  Items removed from Consent Agenda 
   

15.  Unfinished Business 
   

  a.  A resolution to establish guidelines for the maintenance, review, certification and distribution of 
certified Ordinances and Resolutions adopted by City Council. 

16.  New Business 
   

  a.  Consideration of the 2021­2025 Strategic Plan.  
  b.  Request to adopt a resolution amending the City of Petersburg Disposition Guidelines regarding 

City­owned Real Estate Property 
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  c.  Consideration of approval for Petersburg Law Library Appropriation in the amount of $22,000 ­ 
2nd Reading 

  d.  An Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to execute the Commercial Lease Agreement 
between Lending Tree and the City of Petersburg for the property located at 20 E. Tabb Street 
Petersburg, VA. 

  e.  Consideration of a Resolution of Support to authorize the use of the City­owned property at 629 N 
South Street, Parcel Number 009010005, for Right of Way needed for the ATP/Fall Line Trail 
Phase 1A SMART SCALE Project (App. 6695) 

  f.  Resolution to authorize the City Manager to execute first amendment to sublease agreement for 
the Petersburg Public Library. 

  g.  Consideration of  a resolution in support of Legislative Efforts to repeal or revise the judicially 
created doctrine of qualified immunity now preventing citizens from holding law enforcement 
personnel and others accountable for the harm they negligently cause. 

17.  City Manager's Agenda 
   

18.  Business or reports from the Clerk 
   

19.  Business or reports from the City Attorney 
   

20.  Adjournment 
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Office of the Mayor

  Petersburg                     Virginia 

  Proclamation
WHEREAS, for the last 30 years the severity of the influenza seasons has differed substantially year-to-

year with a low of 3,000 to a high of 61,000 deaths; and

WHEREAS, each year in the United States on average 9,300,000 to 45,000,000 Americans can be 
infected with the flu and more than 140,000 people may be hospitalized during the flu season; and

WHEREAS, African American (39%) American Indians (38%) and Latinx (37%) adults continue to 
have lower vaccination rates in comparison to the general population (55%); and

WHEREAS, all medically underserved populations can adopt healthy lifestyle behaviors that include 
annual flu vaccination, management of chronic health conditions such as diabetes and hypertension, and follow 
CDC guidelines to protect against COVID-19 to minimize health complications that impact the physical and 
economic well-being of an entire community; and

WHEREAS, the Protect the Ones You Love campaign was launched by the Virginia Department of 
Health to address flu vaccination coverage disparities in light of COVID-19 within African American, 
American Indian, and Latinx communities and to promote annual flu vaccinations for everyone six months and 
older; and

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Samuel Parham, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor of the City 
of Petersburg, do hereby proclaim 

December 6th-12th, 2020
as

“NATIONAL INFLUENZA VACCINATION WEEK”

in the City of Petersburg and urge all residents to participate in local flu vaccinations drives and promotional 
activities planned here forth. And that the City of Petersburg will use social media platforms and engage local 
health officials to increase awareness of influenza vaccination overage disparities within underserved 
communities in testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our collected body to recognize the Virginia 
Department of Health’s campaign Protect the Ones You Love.

Dated: December 8, 2020
                                                                       

Mayor

ATTEST:
                                                                 
Clerk of Council
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  9.a. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH:
  

FROM:
  

RE: Introduction from Delegate Jennifer D. Carroll Foy 

 

PURPOSE: 
 

REASON: 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

COST TO CITY: 

BUDGETED ITEM: 

REVENUE TO CITY:  
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: 
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: 
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: 
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: 
 

ATTACHMENTS: None
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  9.b. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH:
  

FROM: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides 
  

RE: City Manager Report - Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager 

 

PURPOSE: 
 

REASON: 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

COST TO CITY: 

BUDGETED ITEM: 

REVENUE TO CITY:  
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: 
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: 
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: 
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: 
 

ATTACHMENTS: None
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  9.c
. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
  

FROM: Darnetta Tyus 
  

RE: COVID-19 Update 

 

PURPOSE: 
 

REASON: 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

COST TO CITY: 

BUDGETED ITEM: 

REVENUE TO CITY:  
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: 
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: 
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: 
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: 
 

ATTACHMENTS: None
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  9.d. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
  

FROM: Mayor Samuel Parham 
  

RE: Presentation on proposed terms and conditions for entranceway improvements and park. 

 

PURPOSE: 
 

REASON: 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Consideration of approval of an execution of a deed of easement to the Appomattox 
River Soil and Water Conservation District Commission granting to it and its assigns the right to construct and 
maintain a park at 10 North Jefferson Street and restricting the use of 125 Washington Street to vehicle parking 
and open space.
 

BACKGROUND: PowerPoint presentation included.
 

COST TO CITY: 

BUDGETED ITEM: 

REVENUE TO CITY:  
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: 
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: 
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: 
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Petersburg Entranceway powerpoint 1
2. park assignments
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Petersburg Petersburg Entranceway 
Improvements & Park
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Saint Joseph School

PARK

$ Bank $

City Parking

(leased/public)

Open Space

Conservation

Easement
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Petersburg Gas Light Company, Gasholder, Bank & Madison Streets
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Proposed Terms and Conditions Entranceway Improvements and Park:

1. The City of Petersburg will execute a deed of easement (or other suitable encumbrance) 
to the Appomattox River Soil and Water Conservation District Commission granting to it 
and its assigns the right to construct and maintain a park at 10 North Jefferson Street and 
restricting the use of 125 Washington to vehicle parking and open space.  Such easement 
shall include the right to make improvements to adjacent sidewalks, curbs and gutters, 
and grass areas.  The City shall continue to hold fee simple title to the properties and shall 
continue to include them it its general liability insurance coverage.  

2. The City will provide, at no cost, the remains of the gasholder plant in its possession and 
not presently being used by the City to be used as a part of the park construction.

3. City will pay for electricity used to light the property and a “Welcome to Petersburg” 
sign.

4. The Petersburg Foundation will raise all funds to pay for the park and appurtenance 
construction, such to include a “Welcome to Petersburg” sign.  

5. Petersburg Foundation will be the fiscal agent for the project and will contract for and 
manage, as the assignee of Appomattox River Soil and Water Conservation District 
Commission, the construction work to include the provision of in-kind services.

6. Saint Joseph School will maintain the park (grass cutting and bush trimming).  Saint 
Joseph School will have priority on the use of the park property for its educational 
purposes.

 
7. FOLAR will develop educational components to the park such as rain gardens, special 

plantings, etc. and will be granted appropriate space to install directional, informational, 
and educational signs on the park property.  

8. All terms and conditions shall be memorialized in the Deed of Easement and a separate 
agreement executed by all parties. 

Page 16 of 258



  10.a. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Lionel Lyons, Deputy City Manager of Development
Tangela Innis, Director of Public Works and Utilities

  

FROM: Andrew Barnes 
  

RE: A request to schedule a public hearing and consideration of an ordinance authorizing the 
execution and recordation of a deed of vacation and quitclaim of property at 37 Slagle 
Avenue, Parcel ID: 014010001, related to a 15" Sewer easement on the property. 

 

PURPOSE: Authorization to execute and record a deed of vacation and quitclaim of property at 37 Slagle 
Avenue, Parcel ID: 014010001, related to a 15" Sewer easement on the property.
 

REASON: Authorization to execute and record a deed of vacation and quitclaim of property requires an 
ordinance approved by the City Council.
 

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the City Council approves the Ordinance authorizing the
execution and recordation of a deed of vacation and quitclaim of property at 37 Slagle Avenue.
 

BACKGROUND: The plat entitled "Pin Oak, Petersburg, Virginia" dated October 5, 1971, duly recorded in 
the Clerk's office of the Circuit Court of the City of Petersburg, in Plat Book 3 at Page 262 1/2 (the "Plat"), a 
15' sewer easement was dedicated to the City of Petersburg ("the Easement").

To facilitate the development of the property encumbered by the Easement, the City is requested to vacate and 
release its interest in a portion of the Easement.

The existing sewer line will be realigned to facilitate construction and encumbered by a new easement.
 

COST TO CITY: N/A

BUDGETED ITEM: N/A

REVENUE TO CITY: N/A 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: Petersburg Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority
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AFFECTED AGENCIES: City Manager, Public Works & Utilities, Planning and Community Development
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: N/A
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: N/A
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Vacation of Easement with Exhibit 9-29-20
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  10.b. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
Lionel Lyons, Deputy City Manager of Development

  

FROM: Kelly Evko, Clay Mansell 
  

RE: Request for City Council to schedule a public hearing on January 5, 2021 regarding a 
Proposal to Purchase and Develop  703 Hinton St. and, consideration of an Ordinance 
Authorizing the City Manager to execute a Purchase Agreement toward the Sale of the 
City-owned property.

 

PURPOSE: Request for City Council to schedule a public hearing on January 5, 2021 regarding a Proposal to 
Purchase and Develop  703 Hinton St. and, consideration of an Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to 
execute a Purchase Agreement toward the Sale of the City-owned property.
 

REASON: 

Request for the City Council to schedule a public hearing on January 5, 2021 regarding a Proposal to Purchase 
and Develop  703 Hinton St. and, consideration of an Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to execute a 
Purchase Agreement toward the Sale of the City-owned property.
 

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that City Council schedule a public hearing and adoption of an 
Ordinance approving and authorizing the City Manager to execute a Purchase Agreement and proceed with the 
sale of City-owned property in accordance with applicable legal requirements. 
 

BACKGROUND: The city has received a proposal from Ramon Esparza to purchase the following City-
owned property:

 Parcel ID  Premise  Street  Proposed Use 
023-060004  703 Hinton St Industrial

 Mr. Esparza propose to develop 703 Hinton St as a parkin lot.  

703 Hinton St. assessed value is 4,700.  The offer price is $2000.  Proposed investment is $4000
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COST TO CITY: Conveyance of Real Property

BUDGETED ITEM: N/A

REVENUE TO CITY: Revenue from sale of property and associated fees and taxes 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: N/A
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: City Manager, Economic Development, City Assessor 
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: N/A
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: N/A
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Purchase Agreement 703 Hinton St (signed by purchaser)
2. 703 Hinton St. Ordinance 
3. 703 Hinton St
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ORDINANCE 

 

This is an Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to execute a Purchase Agreement 

toward the Sale of City-owned property at 703 Hinton St, and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Petersburg has received a proposal from Ramon Esparza to 

purchase the City-owned property at 703 Hinton St. to develop a parking lot; and 

 

WHEREAS, the potential benefits to the City include infill development, population 

growth, increased tax base, and future business; and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with applicable legal requirements, a public hearing was held 

prior to approving and authorizing the sale of City-owned property. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, that the City Council of the City of Petersburg 

hereby authorizes the City Manager to execute a Purchase Agreement with Ramon Esparza 

toward the Sale and development of City-owned property at 703 Hinton St. 
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  10.c
. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
  

FROM: Dr. Maria Pitre-Martin 
  

RE: Consideration to approve the supplemental appropriation in the amount of $7,397,181 for 
Petersburg Public Schools for the current fiscal year - 1st Reading 

 

PURPOSE: To have City Council approve the supplemental appropriation for Petersburg Public Schools for 
the current fiscal year
 

REASON: When the fiscal year 2020-2021 budget was developed by Petersburg City Public Schools, the exact 
amounts for grant awards were unknown.   Therefore, an estimated amount was placed in the budget for these 
grants.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend that City Council approve the supplemental appropriation for 
Petersburg Public Schools. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
Once we determined the amounts that would need to be carried over in our grants, and as we received grant 
awards for the exact totals, the School Board approved those amendments to the FY2021 appropriation.  We 
are now requesting that Petersburg City Council formally approve and appropriate these budget amendments in 
accordance with State Code.
 
The summary of appropriations as of October 20, 2020 is as follows:Use of Food Services Reserves accounts 
for $39,375Amendments to existing grants and new grants adds an additional $7,357,806The supplemental 
appropriation totals $7,397,381
 

COST TO CITY: N./A

BUDGETED ITEM: Yes

REVENUE TO CITY: N/A 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
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CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: N/A
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: Petersburg Public Schools
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: N/A
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: N/A
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Petersburg Public School Appropriation FY2020_21
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AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE
MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR

COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021
FOR PETERSBURG PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

_____________________________________________________________________

  

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Petersburg, Virginia:

I. That appropriations for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2020, for Petersburg 
Public Schools are made for the following resources and revenues of the city, for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2021.

Previously adopted                    $56,810,492
             

ADD:   Food Services Reserve              39,375 
ADD:   Amendments to existing grants and new grants         7,357,806

                                             
Total Expenses                                $64,207,673

II. That there shall be appropriated from the resources and revenues of the City of 
Petersburg for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2020 and ending June 30, 2021, the 
following sums for the purposes mentioned:

Previously adopted                    $56,810,492
             

ADD:  Petersburg Public Schools                     7,397,181

                                             
 Total Expenses                                $64,207,673
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  10.d. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
  

FROM: Darnetta Tyus 
  

RE: Consideration to appropriate the balance of Urban Highway from set-aside Funds in the 
amount of $2,601,761.50 from the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT). -1st 
Reading     

 

PURPOSE: 
To re-appropriate set-aside funds in the amount of $2,601,761.50 from VDOT to Street Operations.
 

REASON: These funds remained after the set-aside program ended with VDOT and were returned to the City after meeting VDOT 
requirements.
 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council approve the attached appropriation ordinance in the amount of $2,601,761.50 to be 
added to Street Operations for fiscal year 2021.
 

BACKGROUND: 

In fiscal year 2018 the City’s Urban Maintenance funds were set-aside and managed by VDOT due to the 
City’s financial crisis. In order to ensure compliance, the City met and worked with VDOT representatives for 
approximately two fiscal years. Activity codes were changed to align with the VDOT Urban Construction and 
Maintenance Program Manual, Street Operations and Grounds personnel were trained on the changes, and 
delinquent outstanding Weldon Cooper Highway Survey Reports were completed to bring the City back into 
compliance. In fiscal year 2020 the set-aside program ended and the set aside funds were sent back to the City 
where it was deposited into a new bank account.
 

COST TO CITY: N/A

BUDGETED ITEM: No

REVENUE TO CITY: N/A 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 12/8/2020
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: N/A
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: Street Operations

Page 41 of 258



 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: N/A
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: N/A
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Street Operations Urban Highway Ordinance10-29-20
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AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE
MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR

COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021
FOR THE STREET OPERATIONS FUND.

_____________________________________________________________________

  

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Petersburg, Virginia:

I. That appropriations for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2020, in the General Fund 
are made for the following resources and revenues of the city, for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2021.

Previously adopted                                  $  5,981,699.00  
             

ADD:
Urban Maintenance Highway (3-204-024040-0615)    2,601,761.50  

                                             
 

Total Revenues                          $  8,583,460.50

II. That there shall be appropriated from the resources and revenues of the City of 
Petersburg for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2020 and ending June 30, 2021, the 
following sums for the purposes mentioned:

Previously adopted                           $  5,981,699.00                
             

ADD:
Urban Maintenance Highway (4-204-041200-3190)         2,601,761.50

                                      
 Total Expenses                          $  8,583,460.50
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  10.e
. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
  

FROM: Dawn Williams, Robert Floyd 
  

RE: Consideration for City Council to approve the CARES Act of 2020 funding for the 
Petersburg Registrar's Office in the amount of $60,665 - 1st Reading 

 

PURPOSE: To have City Council approve the CARES Act of 2020 funding to the Petersburg Registrar's 
Office. 
 

REASON: Covid 19 has brought unprecedented challenges to our electoral system. It is vital to keep our 
election officials and voters safe. As a result of these circumstances, the Virginia department of Elections 
distributed $9 million in CARES funding to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, domestically or 
internationally, for the 2020 federal election cycle. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend that City Council approve the appropriation of the CARES Act of 2020 
funding for the Petersburg Registrar's Office. 
 

BACKGROUND: The Virginia Department of Elections today announced the distribution of $9 million in 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding, granted specifically to prevent, prepare for, and 
respond to coronavirus, domestically or internationally, for the 2020 federal election cycle.

The Department of Elections is notifying local voter registration offices that CARES Act funding may be used for a 
number of expenses related to COVID-19 for the November 2020 federal elections only. These funds may be used 
toward any expenditures related to the protection of the health and safety of poll workers, staff, and voters during the 
federal election as well as those resulting from anticipated increased demand for absentee ballots by mail costs (e.g. 
printing ballots, printing envelopes, postage, etc.), equipment and temporary staff. Local voter registration offices may 
also utilize the funding for voter outreach to include mailings, public service announcements, etc. Funds cannot be 
utilized for items that would be needed regardless of the COVID-19 pandemic.
 

COST TO CITY: $60,665

BUDGETED ITEM: N/A

REVENUE TO CITY: $60,665 
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CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: N/A
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: Petersburg Registrar's Office
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: N/A
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: N/A
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. 2020 CARES Act Registrar Grant Appropriation Ordinance
2. City of Petersburg - CARES ACT Certification
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AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE
MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR

COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021
FOR THE GRANTS FUND.

_____________________________________________________________________

  

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Petersburg, Virginia:

I. That appropriations for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2020, in the Grants Fund 
are made for the following resources and revenues of the city, for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2021.

Previously adopted                             $0.00
            ADD: CARES Act of 2020-Registrar                                              $60,665.00

3-200-024060-0001
                                             
 

Total Revenues                      $60,665.00

II. That there shall be appropriated from the resources and revenues of the City of 
Petersburg for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2020 and ending June 30, 2021, the 
following sums for the purposes mentioned:

Previously adopted                    $0.00
             

ADD: CARES Act of 2020-Registrar                                   $60,665.00
4-200-24060-6014

  
                                             

 
Total Expenses                       $60,665.00
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2020
Email completed certification as an attachment to:

County or City Name fiscal@elections.virginia.gov

Locality Code 730 For questions, contact 

ID (internal use only) 0000046251 Kevin Hill at: 804-864-8950 
Mailing Address:

Street 1 INSTRUCTIONS:

Street 2 See Instructions Tab .  Fill in the shaded areas . 

City When finished, SAVE this workbook .
Zip Code

Please Provide all signatures (as applicable)

60,665$              

Chief Administrative Officer (City Manager, County Administrator or authorized designee)

Name Email

Work Title Phone 804-733-2301

General Register (Primary Contact)

Name Email

Work Title Phone 804-203-4029Director of Elections

CARES ACT - (COVID-19)

Total Award amount of CARES ACT (COVID-19) Funding

Email the completed certification to 

fiscal@elections.virginia.gov  Enter the subject like this:  

Name of Locality - CARES ACT Certification.

Aretha Ferrell-Benavides

City Manager

135 N. Union Street

Petersburg 

23803

Petersburg City

Enter Contact Information

Dawn Williams

city.manager@petersbur-va.org

petersburgelections@comcast.net

I certify that the amount awarded is to be used for Elections allowable expenses. Any funding 
from CARES ACT that is not an eligible expense must be paid back to ELECT with interest. We 
also agree to maintain all records for a period of 4 years or audited. All funds must be 
encumbered by November 30, 2020 and paid out by December 31, 2020.

I certify that the amount awarded is to be used for Elections allowable expenses for the 2020 
Presidenial Elections. We also agree to maintain all records for a period of 4 years or audited. 
All funds must be encumbered by November 30, 2020 and paid out by December 31, 2020.
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  10.f. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
  

FROM: Robert Floyd 
  

RE: Consider appropriation of an additional $1,339.00 received from the Virginia Department 
of Environmental Quality (DEQ) for the City of Petersburg’s Litter Grant for Prevention 
and Recycling Program activities for the period July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 - 1st 
Reading 

 

PURPOSE: To appropriate an additional $1,339.00 received from the DEQ for the City of Petersburg’s 
Litter Prevention and Recycling Program. It should be noted that $5,559.00 was included in the adopted FY 
2021 budget. This will increase the total to $6,898.00.
 

REASON: To implement litter prevention and recycling educational programs and pilot projects in the City of Petersburg for FY 2021.
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Recommend Council approve the additional $1,339.00 to be added to the fiscal year 2021 budget.
 

BACKGROUND: 

The City has applied for & been awarded this Litter Grant over the last several fiscal years. Also the City has 
met the requirements by completing Performance & Accounting reports that were due to DEQ by the 
submission date.
 

COST TO CITY: $1,339.00

BUDGETED ITEM: Yes

REVENUE TO CITY: $1,339.00 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 12/8/2020
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: N/A
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: Street Operations
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: N/A
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REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: N/A
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Litter Grant 11-24-20
2. Litter Grant Award Letter
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AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATION 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON JULY 1, 2020 & ENDING ON JUNE 30, 

2021 IN LITTR CONTROL SECTION OF THE STREET OPERATIONS FUND

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Petersburg, Virginia:

I.  That appropriations for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2020, and ending June 30, 2021, 
are made from the following resources and revenues anticipated for the fiscal year

Revenue:

Previously Appropriated $5,559.00

Fiscal Year 2021 Litter Grant Increase $1,339.00

Total Revenue $6,898.00

Expenditures:

Previously Appropriated             $5,559.00

Fiscal Year 2021 Litter Grant Increase (4-204-041300-6005) $1,339.00

Total Expenditures $6,898.00
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  10.g. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
  

FROM: Christoper Walker 
  

RE: ABC Application for Striver's Row Petersburg, LLC 

 

PURPOSE: To receive comments from City Council in the regards to the application for an ABC License for 
property located at 9 E. Old St. Petersburg, VA 23803-4658.
 

REASON: Except for applicants for wine shipper’s, beer shipper’s, wine and beer shipper’s licenses, and 
delivery permits, the Board shall notify the local governing body of each license application through the county 
or city attorney or the chief law-enforcement officer of the locality. Local governing bodies shall submit 
objections to the granting of a license within 30 days of the filing of the application.
 

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends City Council to review information on the ABC License 
Application request and provide comments or questions to the chief law enforcement officer.
 

BACKGROUND: See attached.

In the last two years there have been 2 Call for Service that were not Burglary Alarms.  Both involved 
disturbances with Patrons of the establishment.

 

That establishment has not had an impact on Crime or Public Safety and it is my recommendation that they be 
granted an ABC License.
 

COST TO CITY: 

BUDGETED ITEM: 

REVENUE TO CITY:  
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: 
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AFFECTED AGENCIES: 
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: 
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Croaker 2
2. Croaker ABC
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  10.h. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
  

FROM: Nykesha Jackson 
  

RE: Special Regular City Council Meeting Minutes of May 19, 2020;  October 20, 2020; 
Special Closed Session City Council Meeting Minutes of November 10, 2020; Special 
Regular City Council Meeting Minutes of November 10, 2020; and Special Regular City 
Council Meeting Minutes of November 17, 2020. 

 

PURPOSE: 
 

REASON: 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommendation of approval of City Council meeting minutes.
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

COST TO CITY: 

BUDGETED ITEM: 

REVENUE TO CITY:  
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: 
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: 
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: 
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. November 10, 2020 Closed Session Meeting Minutes
2. November 10, 2020 Special Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
3. November 17, 2020 Special Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
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4. October 20, 2020 Special Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
5. May 19, 2020 Special City Council Meeting Minutes
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Minutes from the Petersburg City Council Closed Session meeting held on:           November 10, 2020            - 1 –
______________________________________________________________________________

*Audio available upon request.

The Special Called Closed Session Meeting of the Petersburg City Council was held on Tuesday, November 
10, 2020, on live stream.  Mayor Parham called the Special Called Closed Session Meeting to order at 
10:03a.m.

1. ROLL CALL:
Present:

Council Member Charles H. Cuthbert, Jr
Council Member Treska Wilson-Smith
Council Member Annette Smith-Lee
Council Member Darrin Hill
Council Member W. Howard Myers
Vice Mayor John A. Hart, Sr.
Mayor Samuel Parham

Absent: None

Present from City Administration: 
City Attorney Anthony Williams
City Manager Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides 
Clerk of Council Nykesha D. Jackson

2. CLOSED SESSION:

Mayor Parham stated, “I would entertain a motion to add discussion of a contract to the closed session 
this morning.”

Council Member Cuthbert made a motion to add to the closed session agenda the discussion of a 
contract. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. There was no discussion on the motion, which 
was approved on roll call vote.  On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Smith-Lee, Myers, Hill, 
Hart and Parham

a. The purpose of this meeting is to convene in the closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(7)(8) 
of the Code of Virginia for the purpose of receiving legal advice and status update from the City 
Attorney and legal consultation regarding the subject of specific legal matters of actual or 
probable litigation specifically including but not limited to a discussion regarding Petersburg 
Circuit Court Case No.: CL150000785-00; resolution of title issues associated with the 
Battersea Farm; and legal matters requiring the advice of the City Attorney; and pursuant to 
§2.2-3711(A)(5) of the Code of Virginia for the purpose of discussions regarding the subject 
matter of a prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing business or industry 
where no previous announcement has been made of the business’ or industry’s’ interest in 
locating or expanding its facilities in the community; and pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(1) of the 
Code of Virginia for the purpose of discussions pertaining to performance, assignment, and 
appointment of specific public employees of the City of Petersburg specifically including but not 
limited to the subject of performance, assignment, and appointment specific public employees of 
the City of Petersburg. Specifically included but not limited to discussion of the assignment, 
appointment, and performance of specific public employees.; and under pursuant to 2.2-
3711(A)(29) of the Code of Virginia for the purpose of discussion regarding the subject of the 
award of a public contract involving the expenditure of public funds, including interviews of 
bidders or offerors, and discussion of the terms or scope of such contract, where discussion in 
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Minutes from the Petersburg City Council Closed Session meeting held on:           November 10, 2020            - 2 –
______________________________________________________________________________

*Audio available upon request.

an open session would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the 
public body.

Vice Mayor Hart made a motion that the City Council go into closed session for the purposes noted by 
Mayor Parham. The motion was seconded by Council Member Smith-Lee.  There was no discussion on the 
motion, which was approved on roll call vote.  

On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham

City Council entered closed session at 10:07a.m. 

CERTIFICATION:

Mr. Williams stated, “The Mayor would entertain a motion to conclude the closed session called this 
evening to certify in accordance with §2.2-3712 that the Code of Virginia that to the best of each members 
knowledge that only public business matter lawfully exempted from the opening meeting requirements were 
discussed and that only such public business matters were identified in the motion by which the closed 
meeting was convened, heard, discussed or considered. If any member believes that there was a departure 
from the foregoing requirements should so state prior to the vote indicating the substance for departure that in 
his or her judgment has taken place. This requires a roll call vote Mr. Mayor.”

Council Member Hill made a motion to return City Council into open session and certify the purposes of 
the closed session.  The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hart. There was no discussion on the motion.

The motion was approved on roll call vote.

On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham

20-R-60 A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING, AS REQUIRED BY THE CODE OF VIRGINIA, SECTION 2.2-
3712, THAT TO THE BEST OF EACH MEMBER’S KNOWLEDGE, ONLY PUBLIC BUSINESS 
MATTERS LAWFULLY EXEMPTED FROM OPEN MEETING REQUIREMENTS OF VIRGINIA 
LAW WERE DISCUSSED IN THE CLOSED SESSION, AND ONLY SUCH PUBLIC 
BUSINESS MATTERS AS WERE IDENTIFIED IN THE MOTION CONVENING THE CLOSED 
SESSION WERE HEARD, DISCUSSED, OR CONSIDERED.

City Council returned to opened session at 12:56 p.m.

3. ADJOURNMENT:

City Council adjourned at 12:57 p.m.

_________________________
 Clerk of City Council

APPROVED:
         

_________________________
Mayor
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Minutes from the Petersburg City Council meeting held on                                November 10, 2020                 - 1 –
______________________________________________________________________________

*Audio available upon request.

The special regular meeting of the Petersburg City Council was held on Tuesday, November 10, 2020, live 
streamed.  Mayor Parham called the meeting to order at 12:58p.m.

1. ROLL CALL:
Present:

 
 Council Member Charles H. Cuthbert, Jr.
 Council Member Treska Wilson-Smith 
 Council Member W. Howard Myers 
 Council Member Annette Smith-Lee
 Council Member Darrin Hill
 Vice Mayor John A. Hart, Sr.
 Mayor Samuel Parham

Absent: None

Present from City Administration: 
City Manager Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides 
City Attorney Anthony C. Williams 
Clerk of Council Nykesha D. Jackson

2. PRAYER:
 

Mayor Parham stated, “Councilman Hill will lead us in our opening prayer.”

Council Member Hill led the council meeting in prayer.

3. CLOSED SESSION:

*No closed session items.

4. MOMENT OF SILENCE:

Mayor Parham led council and citizens in the moment of silence.

5. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Mayor Parham led council and the citizens in the pledge of allegiance.

6. DETERMINATION OF THE PRESENCE OF A QUORUM:

A quorum was determined with the presence of all City Council Members.

7. PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS/PRESENTATION OF CEREMONIAL PROCLAMATIONS:

Mayor Parham stated, “Good afternoon again everyone. For our Positive Petersburg moment today, I 
want to congratulate the Petersburg Library Foundation on a successful groundbreaking for the new 
Petersburg Public Library – Conference and Event Center. The Petersburg Library Foundation hosted a safe 
and enjoyable groundbreaking ceremony featuring founder of the Virginia Literacy Foundation and former First 
Lady of Virginia, Jeannie Baliles, as the keynote speaker. The new Petersburg Public Library Conference and 
Event Center is designed to accommodate various layout styles and will include a stage, dressing rooms, and 
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Minutes from the Petersburg City Council meeting held on                                November 10, 2020                 - 2 –
______________________________________________________________________________

*Audio available upon request.

a conference room. Once complete, the Event Center will offer a space for various events and activities 
including general meetings, children’s performances, corporate events, and banquets. Thanks again to 
everyone on council who helped to celebrate this wonderful event.”

8. REPORTS/RESPONSES TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC INFORMATION PERIOD:

Folakemi Osoba, Public Information Officer, stated, “So, I do not have any reports from that last 
meeting. Only because we did not have any direct questions to City departments and City administration. But I 
did want to take this moment to remind people of the report and concern feature that we have active on our 
website. You can just go to petersburgva.gov and there are categories for whatever it is that you would like to 
report a concern about. Right there on the homepage there is a button that says report a concern. We also 
have a mobile application that is available that works the exact same way. You can just search ‘go request’ on 
the app store if you have an iPhone or the Google Play Store if you have an android. Also, if you wanted to 
submit any type of concern you can always call my office. And that number is 804-733-2307. That is all that I 
have Mayor.”

9. COMMUNICATIONS/SPECIAL REPORTS:

a. City Manager’s Report – Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager

Key points:
 In the process of revamping the City Manager Report and how it looks.
 City of Petersburg is closed for Veteran’s Day, but transit will still operate.
 346 illegal guns have been removed this year
 On October 26th, Chief Travis Christian was officially sworn in as the new police chief of 

Petersburg.
 Customer Service Center began accepting calls on Monday, November 9th. There are currently 

4 employees in that department, and they are being managed by Ms. Kemi.
 DRAFT five year Strategic Plan has been placed on the City’s website and the City is currently 

accepting feedback at strategicplan@petersburg-va.org
 Paving that is going on throughout the City and on Graham Road.
 Fall 2020 Leaf Collection has started and will begin on Monday, November 16, 2020. There will 

be leaf vacuuming in each ward. The update will be available online for when each 
neighborhood will be done. The bagged leaves the waste company will pick up.

 Email was sent to council members on an update on City projects.
 The City is currently working on the Locks Water Main Replacement.
 Construction on the St. Andrew’s Street Bridge Replacement is scheduled to begin in December 

2020. Completion of the bridge is scheduled for November 2021.
 The City is installing a fueling station at 1340 East Washington Street.
 City staff is continuing to move into the old Dominion building.
 There were some leaks at the City Hall Annex, and they are currently working on fixing them. 
 The City is including the funding in the budget amendment for the project assessment for The 

Exchange Building.
 With the Trailways Bus Station, they are waiting for an update from a meeting with staff and Mr. 

Al Sabani on where they stand.
 The City is in the process of stabilizing the Jarratt House.
 The City has secured a vendor to help with verifying whether the Ramada Inn building is in 

stable condition. They will be back in two weeks with a review.
 More information is coming in February 2021 regarding the Regional 911 Call Center.
 The City is having community meetings regarding the Comprehensive Plan.
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*Audio available upon request.

 Moving CAFR under item D for presentation. And there has been a delay due to COVID and it 
has also impacted the auditors. 

 Neighborhood Services is working with the City Attorney to review and develop a DRAFT 
Standard Operating Services and will be presented to council at the second meeting in January.

 Action needs to be taken from City Council regarding having clear ownership of the McKenney 
Library. 

 The City will create an account that will have the remaining funds to help with the fixing and 
projects of Petersburg Public Schools.

Council Member Myers stated, “Mr. Mayor, with respect to the McKenney Library, I believe that 
Petersburg is not a recipient and it did revert back to the family. The library director has been in conversation in 
the past with the family and their interest is to allow us to use the facility as an African American Black History 
Museum. And I believe that the foundation that the director of library services has set up will be used for 
fundraising for this facility. I do not believe that the City of Petersburg needs to do anything but to allow him to 
move forward and allow the family to be open to the foundation.”

Council Member Hill stated, “I agree because it is a foundation and people would be more prone to give 
to a foundation and help with this project as opposed to giving directly to the City. They are great with raising 
money and it would take money to do this project. Our library director has the path to do that. A lot of people 
and I am hearing jargon that there are a lot of people that are excited about this project. I agree with Council 
Member Myers. If they submit the library foundation and take ownership of the project and take it from there 
and we assist.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “I was trying to remember at the last meeting what Mr. Williams 
said in reference to this. And I thought what he had said was that the family agreed to turn it over to the 
foundation and not to the City. Is that correct?”

Mr. Williams stated, “At the last meeting, I think Mr. Crocker was trying to give an update. The last time 
that council voted the direction was for Mr. Crocker to seek out an alternative with regard to the City getting the 
quick claims and getting a quiet title. He had until January to do that. If he did not do that then council was to 
demand to get whatever quick claims, he had to initiate a quiet title suit. Mr. Crocker presented an update at 
the last meeting that he had did consultation with the foundation and that some of the members had expressed 
interest in doing the reverse. The family members would state their interest to the foundation and the City 
would instead quick claim its interest to the foundation so that they can receive information. So, the alternative 
that he is presenting is kind of a flip of what he had originally presented. And I think that is what the City 
Manager needed some guidance as to which way you would like to proceed.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “I believe that we did this in closed session months ago. And gave the 
director of library services the direction. My recollection that we gave was to pursue the quick claims needs. 
And if he did not have them by the end of the year than we were going to get a clear title by instruction of the 
City Attorney to file a quiet title action. In our most recent meeting of council, I asked for some information from 
Mr. Crocker. I have not gotten the minutes of that meeting, so we are blind unfortunately. The problem that we 
have got is that we are not getting our minutes in a timely manner. And I think that we all refer to our minutes to 
see what we did decide and what was agreed upon and what was said. And without those minutes I cannot 
say what Mr. Crocker agreed to us. But documentation by the following Friday and the meeting was October 
20th. I am not getting the documentation and I do not think that any of us are getting the documentation. I think 
that we need to put this matter on the agenda for November 17th. We need to revisit the minutes, or we need to 
see the minutes of our October 20th meeting. And obtain the documentation that Mr. Crocker agreed to supply 
before we take any kind of action. I think that we were all concerned about a budget. Not only a capital 
improvement budget but an operating budget. And I have yet to see either one of those budgets. We talk about 
the ability to raise funds but the funds that were raised for the library itself. I think that it is a $13 million dollar 
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*Audio available upon request.

project. I hope that $5 million dollars came from the City of Petersburg. I do not think that the City of 
Petersburg is in a position to contribute anything more than the building. So, there are a lot of loose ends that I 
think we need gathered together so that we can make a decision. One is to receive the documentation that Mr. 
Crocker agreed to provide to us by Friday following our October 20th meeting. This is documentation that I 
have not yet seen. I think there needs to be a clear understanding about raising that money without the 
participation from the City of Petersburg is feasible. So, for all of those reasons, I suggest that were defer this 
for additional discussion at our meeting on November 17th.”

Council Member Smith-Lee stated, “Charlie, if you want something all you have to do is ask. The 
minutes are online, and we know where to find them. I agree with Howard and Darrin. I believe that if we let a 
foundation takeover and raise the money, I believe that the McKenney Library will be a success.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Mr. Mayor, let me respond to that if I may. The problem Annette is 
that the minutes are not being prepared. The October 20th minutes are not online so it is not a question of 
looking. Let me ask Ms. Jackson. Ms. Jackson are the October 20th minutes online?”

Ms. Jackson stated, “No. The October 20th minutes are not completed. When you request for it to be 
verbatim on certain sections, in which I have been told in the past to not do verbatim minutes anymore 
because they range from 35 to 50 pages long. So, I only do the action items and votes. Because of the request 
lately to do verbatim minutes it is taking longer. Also, with the audio being played back and when people talk 
with their mask on it is very hard to hear. And I cannot type what I think you said and assume that you said it 
and it is not correct. If I cannot hear and someone else hears it, it may sound different to them.”

Council Member Myers stated, “Thank you Mrs. Smith-Lee and Darrin for bringing this up. This has 
been delayed long enough. Those minutes have no relevance with respect to the desire of what the family 
would like to do. The City of Petersburg does not own the building and it has been reverted back to the family. 
The family chooses to donate this to the foundation and Mr. Crocker has found a way to support this endeavor 
moving forward. This is a black history museum, and it is very important to the African Americans of the City of 
Petersburg in all of what we have been through. And so, with further delay would continue to delay the efforts 
of black people all across America. So, I say this to you, members of City Council that we move forward and 
allow our director of library services to move forward with respect to the family and their grateful gift to the 
foundation so that we can move forward in presenting our history to the world.”

Council Member Hill asked, “Is that a motion?”

Mayor Parham asked, “Council Member Myers is that a motion being put on the floor?”

Council Member Myers stated, “Yes, that is a motion.”

Council Member Myers made a motion to move forward and allow the director of library services to 
move forward with respect to the family and their grateful gift to the foundation. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Hill. There was discussion on the motion.

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Point of order. Our rules say that we cannot just sprain motions. And 
it is for a good reason.”

Council Member Myers stated, “Mr. Mayor, I would like to set aside the Rules of Council.”

Mayor Parham stated, “Alright, that is a motion to set aside the Rules of Council.”

Council Member Myers made a motion to suspend the Rules of Council. The motion was seconded by 
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Council Member Hill.

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Those rules are there for a reason. We don’t have the information 
that we need. We have no clue on what the cost are, and I vote no.”

Council Member Hill stated, “I vote aye. But one of the things that the City Manager asked, is she 
needed direction on which way to go. So, I understand the unreadiness on Council Member Cuthbert part but 
at the end of the day she is asking from council. So, we need to give her direction at this time. So, I vote yes.”

 The motion was approved on roll call.  On roll call vote, voting yes: Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, 
Hill, Hart and Parham; Voting No: Cuthbert

First motion made by Council Member Myers with giving direction to the City Manager goes back on the 
floor for vote.

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “I am voting no because I think that we are irresponsible to take 
action without knowing the feasibility if which we all would like to see. Not a responsible way to conduct 
business. So, I vote no.”

Council Member Myers made a motion to move forward and allow the director of library services to 
move forward with respect to the family and their grateful gift to the foundation. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Hill. The motion was approved on roll call.  On roll call vote, voting yes: Wilson-Smith, Myers, 
Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham; Voting No: Cuthbert

Mr. Williams stated, “Now that council has given the direction that they are going to proceed in we 
prepared an ordinance that authorizes the City of its conveyance in its interest in the property to the 
foundation. So, the next meeting Wayne should be bringing that up for a first reading and probably be adopted 
at the first meeting in December.”

b. COVID-19 Update

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Next, I will ask Ms. Tyus to give the COVID Update.”

Ms. Tyus provided key points and updates for COVID.

Key points:
 Petersburg rate of death continues to be consistent.
 Cases in the City of Petersburg continue to rise, and the death rate is stable.
 Flu shots will be available for free with no reservations at transit this Saturday, from 11am to 

2pm. This information will be posted on the website and given to all community partners.
 COVID-19 Community testing will be Thursday, November 12th from 4pm to 6pm in Hopewell. 

This information is on the City’s website as well.
 The City put out an RFP that closes tomorrow to restaurants and catering organizations in the 

City of Petersburg to offer them an opportunity to do holiday feeding. The restaurants will 
prepare the meals and deliver them to a particular site. The goal is to help the local restaurants 
and feed the community during the holiday. The restaurants will prepare the foods that their 
restaurants prepare for their business. The meals will be served two days before Thanksgiving 
and two days after. 

 The City funded 78 in the first round of COVID monies for the businesses in the amount of 
$212,000. In the second round, for new grants they received 120 new applications and they 
funded 55 additional businesses. The difference for the first round is that several of the 
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businesses in the first round had went and put in another application for the second round. 
Many businesses did not have a business license in the City of Petersburg or a valid license. 
The total in new grants in the second round is $368,000.

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “About the COVID cases in Petersburg which appears that it is 
rising every day. What prevention measures do we have?”

Ms. Tyus stated, “Everything that we do is geared towards prevention. I think the numbers will be much 
larger if we are not being responsible the way that we are. We are social distancing and requiring mask in all 
City facilities. We are protecting our staff the best that we can with the exception of billing and collections we 
are not opening up to the public. We continue to bring you information on where testing is and going on in the 
community. There are four testing sites going on every week in the City of Petersburg. So, and then 
responsibility has to happen in households as they are working hard to contain the spread. We are also in 
support of listing and hearing some of the Crater District ads that are now running on the radio. Because we 
now realize that everybody doesn’t have access to the internet and other forms. We realize that radio is a 
significant part. So, all of the things that we are doing collectively is probably what is helping that number 90 
something. And it is going to continue as the country is escalating. Look at our escalation. It is not as dramatic 
in some places. It is always going to go up and I bet that I have said that at every meeting that are cases are 
going to go up. The language that the health department uses is that we have now as a region have moved 
from moderate community spread to severe community spread. And if anybody has any thoughts as to how we 
can engage any differently we are open to them.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “Does the health department give statistics with this community 
spread? Is it spreading more among 40 and 50-year old’s? Is it spreading more among the teenagers? What 
are we looking at?”

Ms. Tyus stated, “There is a dashboard that the health department puts up that gives probably more 
demographics than what we have. So, there is a dashboard that you can look at. I do not have it on me for you 
to look at.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “Can you possibly send it to me?”

Ms. Tyus stated, “Yes ma’am.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “As you know I have been asking a lot of questions on the 
demographics as it come. I am a big buck when it comes to documentaries. In the pandemic in 1919, there is 
something that I noticed. They had a lot of boarding houses and as people would leave the boarding houses 
other people would come in and the disease was being spread by way of within boarding house which is why I 
consistently ask about the hotels. Even if the maids go in to clean up a room where someone has COVID and 
have not been tested and do not know that they have it. That maid picks up those COVID sheets, spread and 
pillow and so that maid has been in contact and that same COVID mattress is there. So, they put on clean 
sheets and stuff for somebody else to come in. So, I just think that it is crucial. I do not know who to ask on 
how to make it make sense to what I am saying. I just think that it is crucial that we somehow get our hotels, 
motels, and Holiday Inns to see that they are following the COVID guidelines when it comes to cleaning and 
protecting people. A lot of our people that become evicted come directly to the hotels. So, there you mentioned 
feeding children in the hotels. A lot of kids are there, and a lot of families are there. And perhaps, as a 
suggestion it is something that maybe you can look at, which is what are hotels actually doing.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “So, this is something that I can speak to. I put my son in a hotel to stay in. 
There is a standard that is going on with hotels where they actually having to seal the room with a sticker just 
like they do with rental cars to show that it is disinfected. There is a lot equipment that is on the market that is 
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being actually placed in a room. So, the health department has to take the lead as the number inspector for our 
health and safety issues. We have to push them to make sure that they are adhering to it. We have realized 
that a lot of the rooms in our locality are more long term stay rooms. And the traditional hotels that you come 
into for one or two days. I do think that we need to have that conversation to make sure that they are taking the 
lead to do that. And then we have to look at what we can do to come down on it. I will give an example of the 
health department checking in on our business. For example, as we opened our downtown food market eating 
area, one of the things that the health department came in and said is that I don’t see people social distancing. 
And if you do not fix it we are going to have to shut it down. So, I can tell you that they are truly behind the 
scenes checking on these things. But I do think that we will follow up with Ms. Tyus with the health department 
to find out what standards they are using for our long-term and short-term stay places which are hotel and 
motels in the City. And we will have that information for you.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “Thank you. The next question that I have for Ms. Tyus was so 
that the feeding program is in the place of Mrs. Benavides had talked about gift cards. So, this is in place of the 
gift cards. Should a citizen become ill from foo poisoning, allergic reaction or anything like that who is liable?”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “We will work with our attorney and let him figure that out. We need to go back 
and allow him to make sure of any liabilities as you pointed out. I know that Mr. Hart does his event annually 
and I am not sure what is done. I know that we have been actually feeding people all year long with the school 
systems. We will have to make sure that we have the proper checks and balances legally as we start to hand 
out those grants.”

Ms. Tyus stated, “With every application they have to give us certification from the health department. 
The health department will go through the entire list to make sure that attached to every application is a valid 
business license and a current food handler’s license. So, you cannot just send us an application if you have 
not been certified by the health department. The health department will also see in the guidelines what 
constitutes legitimate healthy nutritious meals. So, they are working hand in hand with us on that.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “And you started out by saying that this helps the businesses as 
well as the citizens. How much does each business stand to profit from out of the $10,000.”

Ms. Tyus stated, “It just depends on how many meals they choose to do and $10,000 is the high side 
and you can do fewer meals than that. We set a limit of $15 per meal on each business and we set high side of 
$10,000. So, if you have the capacity and you are a small business and you are providing less than that then 
we wouldn’t over burden you to committing to something that you cannot do. That is why we did the RFP 
process. And then when they come back on Friday, we will know how many restaurants have the capacity.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Let me say this really quick. The reason we did this is when we first came and 
said gift cards, we didn’t want to do baskets and start that type of giveaways. I realized that we cannot control 
the gift cards and how funding would be spent. So, we wanted to figure ways specifically where some of our 
restaurants that have been struggling with catering in the areas would not only benefit and serve our residents 
but also support our local businesses. And so, that is why this project came forward. I shared this with some 
other cities in the First Cities meeting and they were like wow we might do that. Because everyone is looking at 
how do we still do something. And as we mentioned and I was going to say that in our update that we allocated 
funding from our CARES to cover this cost, both for thanksgiving and the holidays.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “My other question was that on the application, might I suggest 
as a suggestion that you put a line on there asking them is anyone in the household allergic to food items. And 
it should cover us because we would know not to give that or present that. And for COVID money, I am so 
sorry, one last question. The Governor is issuing money for COVID utilities, but we have to apply for it. I think it 
is a total of $120 million for residential and non-residential customers impacted by the ongoing health crisis. 
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So, will we be applying for that.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Ma’am, I will give you that information before we leave. Absolutely. I will give 
you a little bit of an update on where we are. I asked staff to prepare for me a list of individual accounts that 
became delinquent between March and December. Billing and collections and preparing that information and 
we are waiting on that now so that we can figure out what is that number that we are dealing with. Many of the 
jurisdictions have resumed disconnections. In Petersburg, I have made a decision and I think you all supported 
me on it, but we have not moved forward with disconnections at this time. We want to make sure that we are 
really over the hurdle. I appreciate your support in saying not to do this. But stopped that process and we are 
also trying to understand who would be eligible. So, that is the March through December 31st group. I will get 
the data for you and we will move forward with the request of funding. One of the things that I will say to you, 
and the reason that I want to share this with you is that one of the conversations that we have had is about 
CARES funding. And why that is important. There were some areas within the CAREs funding that actually we 
found more difficult than expected. One of the conversations that we have had, and this is the document that 
council has received and blessed us to move forward with. We have been moving forward with every aspect of 
it. Because we have to currently seal a December 31st deadline. Someone asked the question and I think we 
talked about the mortgage assistance and homeless. One of the challenges, and it is not just us, but all Cities 
have been struggling in some cases with doing this. There is lots of funding out there. So, when it came to 
housing assistance and homeless assistance and Ms. Tyus and I talked about it. And one of the things that we 
did not represent or recommend was because they are asking us to send folks because they are trying too.”

Ms. Tyus stated, “So, there is a number and St. Joseph’s Villa is the central place associated with 
homelessness and people needing assistance. They have more money than they can spend. So, we will post I 
on our website. But the number that they have given us is 703-962-1884. Anybody that needs rental 
assistance and are facing eviction because of that please have them call that number. As we were trying to 
figure out what to do with our money we reached out to them and said you cannot give us any more money 
because we are struggling with the money that we have. So, we will make sure that we post this on the 
website. Our social services team is going to have this information as well.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “With that in mind we are moving forward and quickly. It has been an interesting 
challenge in making sure that we account for the public’s money correctly. Some things as we move forward, 
we will give a written update so you all will receive it via email. And we will place it online today. We are looking 
at devices to purify the air. These technologies are coming on board and we move forward. We supported the 
sheriff in the giveaways of PPE’s by assisting and purchasing the devices that are being given away via 
CARES funding. And so, all of these items are important to us. The schools will be receiving funds directly that 
the finance department will be transferring to them to support online learning. I just wanted you to know that 
you are going to see. Because we are in a line with God knows how many other Cities and jurisdictions 
throughout the country in making sure that we are preparing for the future in COVID. We are moving quickly. 
Gerrit and his team are doing the automation changes insuring that we have all of the things to create a 
workplace that is not only prepared for COVID but also prepared for providing customer service if necessary as 
we move forward. If we have any questions, I do have more data that I do have to provide to you but I am just 
trying to make sure that I got all my information in on where we are. I am absolutely confident that there will not 
be $100 left at the end of December. Because there is a lot of stuff that we have to do in our organization to 
get our organization. I will give you an example as we talk about spread and go into our library. We now have 
hand free sinks. Now we realize that we have to move from hand free sinks to hand free other parts. And so, 
those are the types of things that we are moving to. And all of this stuff we are ordering, and we are ordering 
our thermometers. So, I am excited. They have been moving and moving fast but we have taken this one day 
at a time, but we are moving forward.”

c. Crime Statistics Update
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Chief of Police, Travis Christian gave an update on the crime statistics.

Key points:
 The City was down 24% for violent crimes in the month of October 2020 as compared to 

October 2019.
 There were 25 violent crimes for the month of October 2019 and 19 for the month October 

2020.
 There was a 6% reduction in property crimes for the month of October for an overall decrease of 

10% for the month of October.
 They are looking at the weekly crimes to see what the root cause of crimes is. They are looking 

at the types of crimes in the City and what is affecting the City and causing the crimes.
 The week of November 2nd through 8th the City was down 80% from 2020 to 2019. They went 

from five violent crimes to one.
 There was an 89% reduction in property crimes. They went from 18 property crimes to 2 during 

the first week of number. 
 There was a reduction of 91% of all major crimes during that time. 
 There was a total so far of 144 in crimes in 2020 compared to 174 in 2019.
 With Operation No Guns they have received a total as of today a total of 346 illegal guns. Last 

year there was total of 320 guns. There has been an increase of intake of illegal guns. 

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “I think that we are all believers in what the facts are. And I am a 
great supporter of the Petersburg Police. I do not need my questions to indicate anything else. But how many 
murders have we had in Petersburg to date?”

Chief Christian stated, “We are currently at 18.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “It is certainly not police fault. But we have got that level of crime. I 
just want us to know what the facts are and if we have a problem then we need to solve it or work towards 
solving. How is our 18 compared to 2019 this time last year?”

Chief Christian stated, “The total last year we had 20 homicides in the City. As it stands, we have 18 
today.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “We have six weeks left to go and we are two down from last year’s 
number. What can we do about this? Do you have any thoughts?”

Chief Christian stated, “As I mentioned earlier, we are trying to dig into more of the root causes. Most of 
all issues that we have seen is that there is a steady flow of illegal firearms in the City. And we have to tap into 
our resources to determine how these guns are getting into our City. The other thing is conflict. We are seeing 
that results of conflict are using firearms.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “I have heard that there is a correlation between a level of violent 
crimes on one half and illiteracy, the lack of ability to read, and lack of ability to read fluently on the other. Have 
you ever seen any studies to that effect?”

Chief Christian stated, “I have not seen any studies that would relate to that. I know that the 
conversation can correlate the two together. But I have not personally seen any studies on that.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Do you believe that there is a correlation between reading on one 
hand and the ability to read fluently and the level violent crimes?”
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Chief Christian stated, “I wouldn’t say that I would connect the two at this point.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Okay. Thank you.”

Vice Mayor Hart stated, “Good afternoon Chief. One of the things that I have been noticing lately is the 
off the road vehicles. They have been running racket right now. I am afraid that one of these evenings one of 
these young people will get run over by someone. Those things do not have lights.”

Chief Christian stated, “We have also seen an increase as well. It puts us in a difficult situation to 
actually give tickets with those types of vehicles. It puts us in a reckless type of situation. What have been 
asking is that anyone that comes in contact with them do not hesitate to call us. We will try to find a strategic 
way to address those off-road vehicles like we did last year. Some of it takes some time. But we do see it.”

Council Member Hill stated, “Yes, Chief congratulations again. We appreciate your promotion to chief. I 
think part of what you said was that you are going to have state and national to come in and kind of support us 
in some things and areas. Is that the plan? I think that we have done a great job with getting illegal guns of the 
street, but I know of course that there can always be more done. So, is that the plan for us to have the state 
come down?”

Chief Christian stated, “Without giving away those items as our actual tactics on how we will address 
these issues, we will continue to work in collaboration with the state and federal law enforcement partners. We 
will continue those efforts and actually increase those efforts.”

Council Member Hill stated, “I know you already said what the citizens can do as far as talking more 
and letting you know what’s going on. And it is always better to have more eyes on the streets because there 
are eyes and ears. But what can this council do to help the department?”

Chief Christian stated, “As I have stated we received from council advice on hiring more. The problem 
with that is not the matter of hiring more officers. The law enforcement profession today, it is hard to find 
people that want to be in law enforcement. So, what we are trying to do is come up with ways to improve it. 
With COVID in place it is hard to go in some of the locations that we typically go into to go with our recruit 
efforts. So, we are looking at that. Yesterday, we actually talked about some creative ways about recruiting 
officers and possibly hosting a virtual job fair. We are exploring so that we can get staff on board.”

Council Member Hill stated, “Thank you. I believe that everyone supports our law enforcement. But I 
believe in action to our support. I mean we can say that you are great all day long but if we are not putting 
action behind it by whatever it is that you need then it goes nowhere. Just keep us abreast and keep us 
informed. And whatever you ask we will try our best through our management team to make that happen. At 
the end of the day someone with a motive it is hard to stop them. But I will ask the people to be more gaging 
and talking and letting you all what is going on. And thank you for your service.”

Chief Christian stated, “And just to add to that I have seen an increase in phone calls and being aware 
of what is going on in their surroundings. And help being proactive and letting us know that this may take place 
or there is an argument going on in this corner. So, those types of information we encourage so call us. Even if 
it is something small. Call us so that we can actually go out there.”

Council Member Hill stated, “One last thing and Madam City Manager you may want to jump in, 
someone told me that they called back to back to 911 and the services was busy and they couldn’t get through. 
Do we have an issue with that or is something going on? That you know of?”

Chief Christian stated, “I am not aware of that, but I can check on that. Do you have a specific date or 
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time that I can look on for it?”

Council Member Hill stated, “No, I don’t. I just happen to be out at the polls, and somebody was telling 
me that happened in the past.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “As we talk about the 911 issues, part of it is how do we start to expand. We 
have 34,000 residents but we have two per residents. We can be supporting 50,000 individuals. We have 32 
people on our shift. And we have a number of vacancies with that type of job. We have got to come up with a 
strategy. That strategy is probably going to be a regional approach. We are going to have to move forward with 
that quickly. If the population is going to continue to increase, then this is going to be a challenge. But anytime 
anyone has a problem like that just make sure and hopefully if we can get the date it will help us to see if there 
was a glitch in the system. Technology is at a strain like nothing before. So many people are at home and 
online.”

Council Member Smith-Lee stated, “Congratulations Chief. Thank you so much for your work in the 
community. I have heard nothing but great things about you getting involved and starting to talk to people. I 
think that is the kind of relationship that we need here in the City of Petersburg. I appreciate you doing that. 
Also, one of the things that I think that we can probably do is to partner with Virginia State University. They 
have an awesome criminal justice program there and John Tyler Community College. As a recruiting event or 
something like that there are several students that will be graduating in the next month from Virginia State 
University. So, I think that we might want to check and see what those kids want to do. Because I have a niece 
and she is only a sophomore there and she is truly into criminal justice program.”

Chief Christian stated, “Yes ma’am. We have had some success with working with Virginia State 
University and we have some that came from Virginia State University.”

Council Member Smith-Lee stated, “Also, Fort Lee too. There are a lot of military police that are retiring 
or just deciding not to pursue their career in the military. So, I think that we should reach out and find those 
individuals or soldiers who are military police that was to transition into a civilian role.”

Chief Christian stated, “One of the things that we are looking into and studying is looking at a possible 
cadet program. We want to look at a cadet program that would address individuals between 18-20. And find 
those that have an interest at a young age. Those are some of the things that we are trying to do right now.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “Last year when we studied this issue. I had asked for some 
statistics from the department and shared it with council. And what we saw was a number of shootings and 
killings per ward. And it was shared, and it came out to be that the three biggest places were Pin Oaks, Pecan 
Acres and Petersburg East. Well Pin Oaks and Pecan Acres don’t have the residence anymore or if they do, 
they have very few. Petersburg East has a lot or the biggest amount of crime coming from Petersburg. Now, I 
know because I seen crime in East Walnut Hill that I have never seen before. So, Petersburg East is like a hub 
here. And I guess this would go to Mr. Williams. What can the City do if we know and can proof by way of 
records that the apartment complex is just a lot of crime that is there. Even to go to the office. The office is 
locked, and you cannot even get into the manager or there is a buffer to anyone that goes inside. So, that is 
obviously a huge problem there. So, what can the City do?”

Mr. Williams stated, “There are things that the law enforcement can probably do in directing the patrols. 
But when people think of crime issues, they think it’s only a police matter and it’s really not. In my former 
jurisdiction that we actually worked with a cert team. A cert team was actually all of the enforcement arms to 
the City working collaboratively to address issues. For example, in a location where you have an abundance of 
criminal activity and also have quality living issues there is a need to pursue a nuisance against the property. 
There are a number of things that you can do. But it has to be more than just a police effort.”
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Council Member Smith-Lee stated, “So, I am sure that the police department is aware of Petersburg 
East and these issues. What can you do? Can you come up with a plan? Can we help with that? What can 
actually be done between the department and the City?”

Chief Christian stated, “Well I can tell you that we have had some discussion with the management 
department of Petersburg East. And we discussed ways that we can hold them more accountability. Not only 
management but the actual ownership of the property. We have had some discussion with them about that and 
holding residents more accountable for their actions. The people that have issues don’t live there. With 
community management, we are asking them to hold those people accountable for being responsible for their 
guest that are causing problems.”

Mr. Williams stated, “And that way is one of the issues just touched on that my former locality used to 
address. Residents have trans occupancy that could apply and have migratory population within their building. 
So, that the police are aware of it but in order to address the issue it might involve other departments within the 
locality that could help. Hopefully, recognizing now that this is a big issue perhaps the PD can work further with 
the departments to collaboratively identify a strategy to address this.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “Would it be alright Mrs. Benavides to ask for some type of 
update in December as to how it is and what strategies might be put in place for Petersburg East. Or what we 
can do to?”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Absolutely. I think that it is important that when we start to do the updates from 
Council Member Cuthbert, I would also like to tie this in. I would like to clean up the structure on how we get 
things, but we will have this as an ongoing portion of the update. Therefore, you will have this. The first of each 
month aspect to have this and hear from me on the other project updates.”

Mayor Parham stated, “Alright. Thanks again Chief.”

d. Financial Update/CAFR Update

David Myers provided an update on the audit for 2020.

Key points:
 The external audit firm of Robinson, Farmer and Cox and Associates is engaged with the City to 

conduct the FY20 audit.
 This is the same audit firm from the last 12 audits.
 David Foley, CPA, is the partner in charge.
 The audit began on July 21st.
 The City desires to have the audit completed and submitted by December 15th.
 Thanked all the Department within the City and Council for assistance with the audit.

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “We have known for years that the deadline was going to be 
December 1st and then we got a two-week extension. Why is it that we are not meeting the deadline? I have a 
hard time understanding that. We had plenty of lead time. This is a serious deadline, and we look sloppy in the 
eyes of the public when we don’t meet deadlines. I just ask to be forgiven. I would like to be on a more 
business-like footing and meet deadlines. What can we do to meet the deadline of December 15th of this year? 
And what can we do for the future to meet deadlines that I expect to be December 1st in the future.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Let’s start with why we cannot meet deadlines? Can you speak to that Ms. 
Patrice and David?”
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Mr. Myers stated, “I will certainly yield to Ms. Elliott if she wants to go first or I can certainly jump in.”

Ms. Elliott stated, “I can speak a little bit about that David. Basically, with the modified deadline of 
December 15th, we will have completed three CAFR’s in less than nine months. Essentially that is pretty much 
unheard. We have been playing a bit of catch up if you will. I know that the 16 and 17 CAFR which were five 
years ago were issued at the same time as well. What we have been doing is putting the controls in the rigor 
and place that would allow us to get back to a schedule of normalcy. And so, basically the team that is here 
now especially in finance, a lot of the teams started last year as I started last year. And what we have been 
doing is putting those pieces back together and those partnerships back together especially our preaudit 
consultants to position us so that we can get ahead of the curve and get back on a normal schedule. Which we 
are right now. We are actually in lock step with other municipalities with issuing their CAFR at the same time as 
we are despite the fact that we have had these misgivings that have occurred with the City of Petersburg 
transition and knowledge that we have to rebuild again in order to get back on pace with issuing the CAFR. 
David if there is anything additional that you would like to offer.”

Mr. Myers stated, “I will simply offer and again the finance office may already be addressing some of 
these things and they probably are. Some things can occur during the year as all of you well know. Monthly 
cash reconciliations can be done during the year. They do not all have to be done at the end of the year. 
Primarily with payments there is a debt payment in fall and a debt payment in the spring. Those can be 
reconciled when those payments are made. So, then the final reconciliation can be done during the summer. 
So, smaller things like as the 941 is prepared, the payroll reconciliations can be done every quarter as the 
941’s are issued. Accounts payable can be done literally every month to make sure the ledger is balanced to 
the checks that were written. Those things may already be in place. But having the consistent team in place 
that can pick those things up and do them as the year goes on as opposed to catching up to things as they go 
on during the year will make the City close at about the earliest time. Really as you all know there is a 60 day 
of cool period at the end of year that is required. So, that means that a cool period goes all of July and all of 
August. And then there is a balancing reconciliation period that even for extremely efficient localities goes until 
about mid-September. So, that period is about ten weeks we will call it. The past pre-audit work and this pre-
audit work is about 13 or 14 weeks. So doing some of these things during the year can get the City on that 
roughly 12 week schedule to get the books closed by September 12th and then get in that efficient line of 
localities with whoever your external auditor is so that they can get the City’s done on time or even earlier. So, 
the City position themselves to do that. You ask me a specific question of what can be done. And those are the 
kinds of things that can be done. And they very well may be. I haven’t looked at 21 yet.”

Ms. Elliot stated, “Those things are being done. One of the things that we have done this year that we 
had consummated at the closing of the last CAFR is that we did sign an MOU with the treasurer’s office which 
better positioned us to provide not only reaudited assistance but also finance assistance in ensuring that the 
cash reconciliations are done in a timely basis. That was one of the things that was picked up was that the 
cash reconciliations and making sure that the cash activity had been posted. We actually have meetings with 
them as well as the treasurer’s office. We have a shared location where we have prepared a monthly check 
list. And so, between finance, billing and collections as well as the treasurer’s office there are items that each 
entity has to make sure has been completed before the period is closed. We are moving to a fashion where we 
are closing the period by month as opposed to just focusing on the year end closure. Typically, as David may 
have eluded to, you normally have your auditor’s to come in around April or before the close of the fiscal year 
so that you can be at a better footing once you do close the year. Well, in April we are in the midst of closing 
for 2019. And in February, we were in the midst of producing the CAFR for 2019. And just two months prior we 
were in the midst for producing the CAFR for FY18. So, we have had several years of overlap where we have 
had to do three fiscal years at one time. So, it just takes time to have some of the nutrition off so that we can 
have focus on the year that just closed and be about the business of the current fiscal year in those periods in 
a timely fashion. So, when it is time for closure, we are not juggling three years at one time.”
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Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Madam City Manager can we make to standard operating procedure 
to take these steps of periodic reconciliation for each year. And if you find that you are running in a problem 
that is beyond your control you attempt to do one of these periodic reconciliations. Would you bring that to 
council’s attention?”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “I think it is a two-part process. And I know that we stopped getting the 
treasurer’s updates and we probably need to allow this. The budget still falls under the treasurer. Although 
everyone technically supports the treasurer, I think it might be important for him to give us a monthly update 
and the reconciliation process. He has staff there that is working on it. But I do know that they are working 
slightly behind schedule. We expected to close about three to four weeks prior. A portion of it still had 
reconciliation that needed to be done. I think that if we can agree and if council could request once a month an 
update from the treasurer’s office on the fund balance and which month, we are on with reconciliation.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “That would be very helpful. But I believe that some of these periodic 
reconciliations don’t have anything to do with the treasurer. Is that correct?”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “I am going to let Ms. Patrice answer that.”

Ms. Elliott stated, “Everything deals with the treasurer’s office because it deals with cash. So, as David 
mentioned reconciling the payroll is cash out of the door. Thankfully, we did not have any out of balance 
situations that was not systematic caused as opposed to cause by a person. But the things that we were 
waiting on even to do the soft close this year was ensuring that we closed today for posting cash. So, the buck 
and everything stops at the bank statement and what is going in and out of it. Every transaction that is posted 
essentially is what is hitting cash. So, coordination is key. So, that is why we have created a share location 
where my Assistant Director, Stacy Jordan, not only has setup a meeting monthly so that we can close the 
periods monthly going forward. So, that when we get to the end of the year there is only one period that we 
have to contend with and that is June. Anything else that is cared for is a reconciling item and those should be 
far and in between.”

Council Member Cuthbert asked, “Well, can we take it from this approach. Madam City Manager, would 
you make it standard operation and procedure to take these steps of periodic reconciliation that Mr. David 
mentioned to us throughout the year and if there is a glitch in meeting or achieving those periodic reconciliation 
that it is brought to council’s attention as it happen.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Yes. I think we should do it on a monthly basis. The key is to stay up to date 
monthly. And so, in the monthly financial update we are going to talk and tell you where it is. We can see 
things. We will provide you with an update so that we can make sure that we are on schedule. So, that we can 
see if there is a need for intervention.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “You have brought this City so far Madam City Manager. I salute and 
all of council salute. We are making tremendous progress. We just need to keep the ball rolling and achieve 
and attain deadlines.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “I have not given up on us meeting the deadline. And I think our biggest 
disadvantage right now would be is that we have the same auditor that Hopewell and many cities in the 
jurisdiction use. The last time the issue was their scheduling to be onsite. I hope that with a little pressure they 
can push forward. We have an excellent preaudit team and finance team. I hope and plan that this will be 
much smoother than in the past.”

Mayor Parham stated, “Thank you all for the presentation.”
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10. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (to include minutes of previous meeting/s)
 

a. City Council Minutes of September 1, 2020 – Special Regular City Council Meeting and October 
6, 2020, Special Regular City Council Meeting Minutes and October 20, 2020 – Special Closed 
Session City Council Meeting Minutes.

b. Consideration and appropriation of the FY2020 carryover balance in the amount of $46,470.45 
for preliminary engineering work for the South Crater Road Traffic Signal Improvements to 
FY2021– 1st Reading

c. A request for the City Council to hold a public hearing November 17, 2020 regarding a proposal 
to purchase and develop 115 Harrison Street and , consideration of an ordinance authorizing 
the City Manager to execute a purchase agreement toward the sale of the City-owned property.

d. Consideration and appropriation of the FY2020 Southside Depot carryover balance in the 
amount of $187,867.90 for the Southside Depot project to FY2021 – 1st Reading

e. Consideration and appropriation of the FY2020 carryover balance in the amount of $38,350.06 
for preliminary engineering phase of the Sycamore Street Bridge Culvert Rehabilitation to 
FY2021 – 1st Reading

f. Consideration of an appropriation for $9,815 for the construction of a pedestrian walkway – 1st 
Reading 

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Myers. 

Mayor Parham stated, “I have just been informed about the public hearing on November 17th.”

Ms. Jackson stated, “It would have to December 8th or can we still do it next week? It is normally 
advertised twice as opposed to this would only be advertised once.”

Mr. Williams stated, “Yes, that is not enough time to be advertised.”

Mayor Parham stated, “So, we will amend Section C and request for the City Council to hold a public 
hearing for December 8, 2020 regarding a proposal to purchase and develop 115 Harrison Street and , 
consideration of an ordinance authorizing the City Manager to execute a purchase agreement toward the sale 
of the City-owned property. That is a motion with an amendment change by Council Member Hill and seconded 
by Council Member Myers. Ms. Jackson, please call the roll.”

The motion was approved on roll call.  On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, 
Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham

11. OFFICIAL PUBLIC HEARINGS:

a. A public hearing and to consider a petition to rezone 550 and 601 Rives Road and A to M-1.

BACKGROUND: The City of Petersburg received a petition from Roslyn Farm Corp, to rezone 601 
Rives Rd, T.P. # 102-04-0001, approximately 22.1033 acres and 550 Rives Rd, T.P. #102-050001, 23.659 
acres from the B-2, General Commercial District to M-1, Light Industrial District to permit Industrial 
Development and Distribution land uses. The current Comprehensive Plan 2014 Future Land Use Plan 
designates that the area is suitable for commercial/industrial uses. 

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the City Council schedules a public hearing to 
consider a petition to rezone the property at 550 and 601 Rives Road from A to M-1.
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Reginald Tabor, Interim Director of Planning and Community Development, gave a briefing on the 
rezoning request. He stated that there is a correction of rezoning from B-2 to M-1.

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed the public hearing.

Council Member Myers made a motion to approve the Planning Commission recommendation of the 
rezoning request from B-2 to M-1. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. The motion was 
approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart 
and Parham

20-ORD-52 AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE REZONING OF THE PROPERTIES AT 550 AND 601 
RIVES ROAD FROM B-2 TO M-1.

b. A public hearing and to consider a petition to rezone 235, 243, 247 Hinton Street from R-3 to 
PUD.

BACKGROUND:  The City of Petersburg received a petition from Mr. Dale and Mrs. Linda Pittman 
to rezone the properties at 235 Hinton, T.P. #010-220027; 243 Hinton Street, T.P.# 010-220028 and 247 
Hinton Street, T.P. #010-220029, from R-3, Two-Family Residence District to PUD, Planned Unit Development 
District. The rezoning is requested to permit a mixed-use development that would include multifamily 
residential and light intensity commercial uses for the purpose of hosting weddings, and other civil and social 
gatherings. The rooms would function as an Inn.

During the October 28, 2020 meeting, the Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the 
petition to rezone the property. 

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the City Council schedules a public hearing and 
considers a petition to rezone the properties at 325, 243, 247 Hinton Street from R-3 to PUD.

Reginald Tabor, Interim Director of Planning and Community Development, gave a briefing on the 
rezoning request. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed the public hearing.

Council Member Cuthbert made a motion to adopt the ordinance that has been presented to council 
approving the rezoning of the properties at 235, 243 and 247 Hinton Street from R-3 to PUD. The motion was 
seconded by Vice Mayor Hart. 

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “May I make one comment. I would find it helpful and I would suspect 
that all members of council would find it helpful if in the agendas we get a recommendation from staff. Not only 
to schedule a public hearing but as to the decision that you make. For example, the recommendation from staff 
is merely that City Council schedules a public hearing and considers rezoning the property as. So, we routinely 
receive similar recommendations that really do not address the substance and it just says schedule a public 
hearing. We have a staff that are good people and well trained and I think we all would value a 
recommendation that addresses the proposal. Madam City Manager is that something that you can 
accomplish?”
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Mrs. Benavides stated, “That is a great recommendation. And that is a change, and we will make sure 
that we will add to it the recommendation. And not only will we add the recommendation but the reason why to 
so that you will have a logic to that section.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “I think that it will be tremendous and helpful. And not only that. Going 
back a step the recommendation that we approve or disapprove. Right now, all we got is a recommendation 
that we schedule a public hearing. We may not go along with staff opinion, but I would love to know what is 
staff opinion.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “And because it is pre public hearing and I think we owe the public a chance. I 
think based on the current merits moving forward and we can figure out how to state it so that we do not step 
over the legal toes of Mr. Williams.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Thank you.”

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, 
Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham

Council Member Myers stated, “I would also like to thank Ms. Adele and Ms. Pitt for what they do in 
Ward 5 and all that they have done on High Street all the way down to Hinton Street. This will be a really good 
project for Ward 5.”

20-ORD-53 AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE REZONING OF THE PROPERTIES AT 235, 243, AND 
247 HINTON STREET FROM R-3 TO PUD.

c. A public hearing to consider an ordinance authorizing the City Manager to approve the reduction 
of site plan review and land disturbance permit fees when offset by in-kind staffing 
augmentation in an amount not to exceed 30 percent of the total fees.

BACKGROUND: The City of Petersburg receives Site Plan applications and Land Disturbance 
Permits for development projects in the City of Petersburg.

The City has received offers to augment City staffing to expedite the review and approval processes. 
Expedited review and approval processes can benefit the City by reducing staff time required for the 
processes, and the expedited processes can serve as incentives for additional development.

The augmented staffing would be provided by the property developer at their expense. The augmented staffing 
would be provided in lieu of additional staffing that would be reflected in a reduction in fees and would reflect 
the reduction in City Staff resources necessary for the review and approval processes. The reduction in fees 
would not exceed 30 percent of the total permit fees.

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the City Council schedules a public hearing and 
considers an ordinance authorizing the City Manager to approve the reduction of site plan review and land 
disturbance permit fees when offset by in-kind staffing augmentation, in an amount not to exceed 30 percent of 
the total fees.

Reginald Tabor, Interim Director of Planning and Community Development, gave a briefing on the 
consideration of an ordinance authorizing the City Manager to approve the reduction of site plan review and 
land disturbance permit fees when offset by in-kind staffing augmentation in an amount not to exceed 30 
percent of the total fees. He stated that staff recommends approval.
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Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Linwood Christian, 410 Mistletoe Street, stated, “Good afternoon Mayor and Members of Council. I just 
have one question. In looking at this and they are talking about a site review. I heard Mr. Tabor if I am not 
mistaken say that whoever wants to develop on the site at their expense would take the extra staff. My concern 
is still will there be some kind of oversite from the City? So, that whoever wants to develop the property and 
they pay their people will not sell us some wolf tickets and we go along with it. And this project may be more 
than what we realized we bargained for. That is all I wanted to know. Will there be some kind of oversite from 
the City? I do not care who is paying for it but in the long run when we, the City, and I am not just talking about 
you all on Council, the citizens as well, will be the ones that will have the embarrassment if something like that 
should happen. But still will there be some oversite from the City? Thank you.”

Mr. Tabor stated, “Absolutely. The City would have to approve any work that is done by the contractor 
and ultimately approve any site plans and permits for which we will receive applications. So, we will continue to 
use the existing processes. This will potentially expedite that process so that when we get the site plans or the 
permit applications they will be in order. And we will not have to continue to go back and forth with our 
corrections or amendments to delay the process. We will still, as the City, review and approve and sign off on 
the site plan applications and land disturbance permits.”

Jeffrey Fleming, 1819 Chuckatuck Avenue, stated, “Question on this with reduction of site plan review 
and staffing augmentation. Does this include third party review of plans and so forth? Because if they are 
paying for someone to do their review, how do we know if we do not have staff looking over it if it needs all the 
codes and ordinances that we need.”

Mr. Tabor stated, “Yes. And the City will receive whatever is all the work that is done by the third-party 
reviewer. And they have to approve it ultimately.”

Mr. Fleming stated, “Okay. Thank you very much.”

Seeing no further hands, Mayor Parham closed the public hearing.

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Mr. Mayor, I have a number of concerns about this. Some of my 
concerns were echoed by Mr. Linwood Christian and Mr. Jeff Fleming. Let me just read the questions out and 
I’ll ask the City Manager to address them or staff to address. One, whose idea was this? I wonder about that. 
Two, what is the range of fees at issue. I have no clue. Three, what is the problem that is intended to be 
addressed. Four, how does reducing fees speed up the process? I do not see the connection. And five, 
discretionary reduction in fees sounds to me like an invitation to grab. If we have a fee schedule we know when 
someone pays the fee. They have a receipt. But if we leave it to staff to say, ‘well we can reduce the fee a little 
bit for you.’ I can see where that can be a problem. And as that famous poem by Robert Cross say, ‘Good 
fences make good neighbors.’ So, I am concerned about this proposal for all of those reasons. And at this 
moment I cannot support. But let me ask the City Manager if she can address those questions.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “So, when you look at this process one of the things that when you are doing 
major capital reduction of projects is that we have a limited staff for the scope so we generally outsource big 
things. The goal of this does not necessarily be a given in fact a tool that we can use in our economic and 
development incentives if a company is willing to pay. Now we would have to approve the third party. And so, 
we would be able to because we want to get a lot of projects done. We have land that can be developed. If 
they make that part of their priority to send in an agenda that we approve to do this, we would reduce the fees 
for those area. So, this is not just you have a project that you are working, or you are building your house and 
you want your fee. This is major economic development projects. So, that we have other potential bargaining 
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tools that we can use to keep things moving quickly but also as an incentive for our construction folks to move 
quickly.”

Council Member Cuthbert asked, “Can we go back to the questions? Whose idea was this?”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “This can from our discussion from some of our current economic development 
projects that we are working on from a development standpoint. So, I will use for example Collier Yard. If we 
had someone who was coming in, so you know the RAN has infrastructure issues. If we have a developer who 
wants to come in and invest $20 million dollars in it, but it is going to take a lot of construction for infrastructure. 
And because they need to get it done and turned around quickly if they are willing to bring on a third party 
creditable approved vendor to do the inspection and some of the permit process that we would normally do. 
And this would be a way that we can at least reduce some of the fees. I will ask Mr. Williams to tie into that 
because part of this discussion I have had with him too.”

Mr. Williams stated, “Well the question is, what is he proposing permissible. I would say yes. However, 
my recommendation has been incorporated to zoning ordinance and have it run through the Planning 
Commission in order to vet the issues in which you are talking about. Just like you are going to see the 
Technology Zone that the issue is going to come in front of you and there is an application of the ordinance. 
So, concern is that you have a process.”

Council Member Cuthbert made a motion to defer item 11C to the Planning Commission for its study 
and bring recommendation back to council. The motion was seconded by Council Member Wilson-Smith. 
There was discussion among City Council Members. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call 
vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham; Absent: Myers

12. PUBLIC INFORMATION PERIOD: A public information period, limited in time to 30 minutes, shall be 
part of an Order of Business at each regular council meeting. Each speaker shall be a resident or 
business owner of the City and shall be limited to three minutes. No speaker will be permitted to speak 
on any item scheduled for consideration on the regular docket of the meeting at which the speaker is to 
speak.  The order of speakers, limited by the 30-minute time period, shall be determined as follows:

a) First, in chronological order of the notice, persons who have notified the Clerk no later than 
12:00 noon of the day of the meeting,

b) Second, in chronological order of their sign up, persons who have signed a sign-up sheet 
placed by the Clerk in the rear of the meeting room prior to the meeting.

Mayor Parham stated, “At this time, Councilwoman Smith-Lee would like a moment of personal 
privilege. I know that you have to leave. I will let you get your comments in before you leave.”

Council Member Smith-Lee stated, “Thank you. I just want to say thank you to Ward 6 for your support 
in reelecting as your representative for the Petersburg City Council. I would like to also thank my awesome 
campaign team and their support in helping me be reelected. Go Team Ward 6! Also, I would like to also kind 
of get the morale up in the City of Petersburg. So, one of the things that I would like to ask the City Manager 
and the Deputy City Managers is that I would like to have for the wards to have a Christmas House Decorating 
Contest. Whereas anyone that wants to participate throughout the wards and then we have judges to go to the 
different houses in the wards. And then whoever has the best house will get a prize. But each ward will be 
represented by one person to win in their ward.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “So, I hear in this is that they would have an internal ward competition and then 
the wards would have a competition among themselves of the people who are the first prize winners. So, all 
the houses, because I think for us is that holiday season is a time where there are a lot of folks and Ms. 
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Darnetta came in because she knew it was going to fall into her lap. But I like the idea. But let us build on it and 
we will bring you back a plan on what we think that we can do at the next council meeting. Not the next one the 
first one in December. I do love the idea and we are not going to be able to do a holiday parade. But a lot of 
City’s do have a decoration parade where you drive around the streets to see the tour of lights. I would love to 
light of Petersburg for the holiday. Because people need reasons to cheer.”

Council Member Smith-Lee stated, “Maybe the judges can be like each one of the ward members can 
choose or ask anyone in their ward if they would like to be a judge as well as anyone else.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Absolutely! If you would be willing to work with Ms. Tyus and any other 
members of council. I believe that this would be a fun activity to make this happen. We have to give our folks 
something for the holidays and it’s a great idea. Thank you.”

Council Member Smith-Lee stated, “And, also we can have a competition with the businesses in the 
City also. I just think that this will be something good for the morale for the City of Petersburg.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Yes a time for healing. Yes.”

Council Member Smith-Lee stated, “Also, I would like to let you know that on November 21st I am going 
to have a cleanup of the ramps and exits.”

Ms. Tyus stated, “So, I have to do a time adjustment. We reached out to highway. So, it is illegal to go 
onto their grounds. They are granting Petersburg a one year of waiving all fees to allow us access with their 
protection with providing vest and things like that. What they are saying is that they cannot complete the permit 
process before the 21st. So, you are going to have to adjust your date. But the other thing is that they are doing 
their last cleanup on the 23rd. They just text it to me an hour ago. So, let’s talk about it.”

Council Member Smith-Lee stated, “So, we are going to have to revamp the timeframe. So, we may 
have to do it in December. I will go back to the team that I am working with and let them know. We can 
improvise and do something else. That concludes my report.”

Mayor Parham stated, “Thank you and I know you have to leave out also Councilman Cuthbert. I will 
give you your moment of personal time.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Thank you Mr. Mayor. I have to leave out at 3:30pm. Let me follow 
my colleague Mrs. Smith-Lee. I am grateful too for the voter’s in my ward for reelecting. I have wonderful 
people in my ward, and we have wonderful people throughout the City. It is an honor to serve them. I found out 
that going door to door something that I should have realized sometime ago. That is that when the public 
doesn’t like something that City staff does City Council gets blamed for it. And we get slammed. We are the 
buffer between the public and staff. It is a very difficult position to be in. Sometimes impossible and sometimes 
I am speechless. At any time, it would be helpful if staff was more aggressive in presenting the City’s position 
online on difficult issues. For example, the 1 inch and 5/8 inch instead of Charlie the council member to explain 
it. I would much rather staff explain. Staff has the expertise and they have done a good job with putting the 
explanation in writing. Please see the City’s webpage. Another thing that would help us to hire one to push the 
City’s public relations efforts. Right now, I think that we do great things on City Council. And yet the public has 
no clue, and they think that we are totally worthless. Because our accomplishments are not being put out there. 
They say what have you guys done in the last four years and how much time do you have. But staff needs to 
be more assertive in putting the message out there as to what is being accomplished. We have done 
tremendous things. But if we do not tell anybody that then we might as well not have done them. So, those are 
two takeaways that I have with going door to door. As to the difficulty that the City Clerk encounters in 
preparing agenda minutes, I sympathize with that and understand that. I have seen some voice recognition on 
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that TV screen that as words were being spoken the words appeared on that screen. And I think it was done 
during the presentation from the man from ARWA perhaps. Maybe it was done by the City Manager. I have 
seen that happening and I am wondering if that would facilitate things and make it easier for the Clerk to stay 
up to date. So, for instance when we have a meeting on October 20th the minutes are in the packet for 
November 10th. I just ask the clerk to consider that. I do not know if it will work or not work. Madam Clerk is that 
worth exploring or have you already explored it and ruled it out.”

Ms. Jackson stated, “I have already explored it and ruled it out. It types everything you say but there 
are a lot of words where it states what you say it is totally different from what you actually say. It says that you 
are stating one thing, but it is totally different. It creates a bunch of pauses in your sentence and then it creates 
a new sentence. I would literally have to go through the whole entire segment and basically type it all over 
again.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Well that is your call.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Council, what I can tell you is that we are purchasing a brand-new council 
management software system. That we are installing and not only are we using a different type of video 
presentation, but it will also give you a different recording. So, that the feed from here will go directly into that 
system. So, as though that this is  problem that we are having specifically with us all being masked up right 
now, I do think that we are going to be working with the clerk to provide her with what she needs from a 
technology standpoint to do her job easier. I know that there is dragonfly and other software that clerks use 
that do the translation. What we are dealing with more than anything now is the muffle of being safe and 
getting the information in. So, we will be fixing this problem as we go.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Thank you madam City Manager. What is the timetable for adopting 
and getting that?”

Mr. VanVoorhees stated, “Originally it was planned to go into the train station. So, some of that is 
dependent on where we continue to do council meetings in the near future and when the pandemic restrictions 
might be lifted. It is not a terrible piece of equipment. It is a fairly extravagant setup. It needs to go into a place 
that it will be permanently used. It can be moved but it is not cheap or easy.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “So, what has happened council member is that we have ordered and we have 
it purchased and everything ready to go but it is a quick construction that we now see happening with the 
auditorium at the library. It makes perfectly good sense to do one installation. Because when you move things 
like that around it becomes a problem. So, they had started the setup at the train station. When they did the 
groundbreaking and said that they would be done in June, we realized from our point we should install it there. 
But we will look for some alternatives in the meantime to make sure that she has a clear depiction of what we 
are saying.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Thank you. And last point is a question for Ms. Tyus. Ms. Tyus, once 
we have completed a feed the need form and signed it where do we send it?”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Council Members she said you should send it to her directly from council 
members. But if citizens get one where does it go? We will create a special email address that will capture the 
forms. If anyone has a problem, call the customer service or call billing and collections and they will transfer 
you to customer service.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Thank you both and thank you Mr. Mayor.”

Mayor Parham stated, “Now we will start with the public information period.”
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Dr. Candace Roney, 2623 Park Avenue, stated, “To the Honorable Mayor, Council Members and guest, 

thank you for having me. My name is Dr. Candice Roney. I am the Executive Director for Merakey Recovery. 
We are located at 2623 Park Avenue. We are a behavior healthcare agency that provides a comprehensive 
array of addiction services. To include medication assistant treatment, intensive outpatient treatment, regular 
outpatient case management, care services and care coordination. We will be opening around December 14th. 
We on staff a medical doctor, psychiatrist, pharmacist, therapist, and peer specialist. We want to say that we 
are excited with opening up in Petersburg. We have done our research and know that there is a need for 
addiction services in Petersburg, VA. And we are here to provide quality and a continuance array of services to 
the community. If there are anyone who wish to contact me candace.roney@merakey.org Again we look 
forward to working and providing services in the community and we appreciate you all for having us.”

Barb Rudolph, 1675 Mt. Vernon Street, stated, “I appreciate getting an update on the COVID funding. 
The City Manager showed the chart that was called status of allocation by category. I am looking forward at the 
next meeting for a report on that. The question I asked at the last meeting was specifically about the possibility 
of one-time bonuses for essential employees. I hope that is being considered. Also, that particular chart, I don’t 
believe is on the City’s website or I cannot find it. It would be helpful for citizens to have that to refer too. 
Because it has been out there for months now. The other question that I have. And I am asking that as a 
question for an actual and thorough up at the next meeting on the actual plan and the expenses against it. As 
well as other sources of CARES Act money that are coming into the City and being used. My other comment is 
about the library. I think there was a missing piece. Because you all had a capital budget meeting for FY2021-
2025 back in June and it was really a good meeting. At the time you talked about the library auditorium 
conference center project. And it was determined at that meeting to be a very desirable project but a lower 
priority due to all of the many, many other capital needs in the City and in the schools. So, somehow it jumped 
out of being nice to do but not essential to being now that we have broken ground on it. I would love to know 
more on how that evolved. Thank you.”

Ron Flock, 1608 Pender Avenue, stated, “We had a little conversation with our new police chief. And 
thank you Councilwoman Treska Wilson-Smith, you were the only person that asked what we as a City can do 
to help you. Instead of what are you going to do about it. I would really like to see the City investing in some of 
these programs to give our youths something to do that would give them confidence building skills, teamwork 
skills and conflict resolutions. They have nowhere to go and nothing to do. And I understand that it is COVID 
time to get them together. But this is the perfect opportunity to create goals and work towards that. And 
possibly turn out a generation that knows how to talk to each other. But that is all that I wanted to talk about 
today. Thank you.”

13. BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL:

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “I did want to ask, Ms. Kemi sends out a newsletter, very nice 
newsletter. She put in it the article that was in our VML magazine title, ‘Back on Track, Building up Steam.’ And 
it indicates it was written by economic development manager, Clay Hamner. Is that an error or why is he? 
Should that be corrected since that is a public document? Why would he do that?”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “I cannot answer your question. I am not sure if Clay put it in. He is helping in 
our community affairs and he is helping in both economic development and community affairs. And so, I am 
not sure if it was for creditability? But I will follow up on that and I will get you an answer on that ma’am.”

Council member Wilson-Smith stated, “Thank you. And I have nothing else to say. But thank you for the 
flowers.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Happy Birthday.”
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Council Member Hill stated, “Yes, good evening. First of all, I would like to thank GOD for sustaining us 
during this election. It was a hard fight all the way down to the wire. I would like to thank him for allowing me 
the strength and giving me the victory. Also, I would like to thank my family, my wife and children, my friends 
and all of those that participated in the election process with me. Those residents that voted for me and those 
residents that didn’t vote for me I will try and earn your support in the next four years. I would like to thank 
those council members who called or texted me to encourage me along this journey. I look forward to 
continuing with you all. As to the numbers in the votes, the numbers are what they are. It is almost like a heavy 
weight fight. Sometimes you down and then you come back and then you get down again and you come back. 
So, I would like to thank the voting registration office, Dawn Williams and her staff. They did a remarkable job 
with the early voting and with the in-person voting, with provisional voting and with the voting on November 3rd. 
Her staff is remarkable with everything that they have done. I want to give kudos to all those that participated in 
the voting process. And I look forward to working with the City of Petersburg again. We talked about the leave 
and trash pickup. So, if you are interested in how that will work out. Because I put out leaves in the last three 
weeks and I raked leaves yesterday and they are in a pile. And I raked some a month ago. I hope that 
everyone will adherer to the scheduling. And if we have to do another round then we will have to look at that. 
We talked about the safety crime. One of the retired police officers came to me and we had breakfast together, 
and he asked can we do something for the retirees of the City of Petersburg as far as with the golf course. Can 
we do some type of reduction for the retirees for the golf course. Maybe we can come up with something. We 
do not have that many that retired that play golf. That will be a good incentive for the people over at the golf 
course especially the retirees like police, fire, and different areas in the City. Evidently there has been some 
talk about that. And one thing I did learn about, just like Councilman Cuthbert, when you are running a race 
you tend to find out a whole lot that is going on in the City. So, with that being said if we can have some type of 
citywide dialogue with the citizens somehow or someway. Often times it is always us speaking and then of 
course they only get three minutes. And three minutes is short period of time. But we need some type of drive-
up and have a moderator and not necessarily give questions. I always ask my residents to give me your three 
top items. Because you know o course everybody wants to give you a list. I always ask for the three top items 
to work on and then I narrow it down from there. So, maybe when COVID lessens up and things of that nature 
and then we can have some dialogue with the citizens as a whole. I know that we do our individual ward 
meetings but I would like to do some meetings as a whole maybe at the sports complex where we drive-up and 
people register and they will be able to express their ideas and likes and maybe their dislikes. But just those 
three major things that they would like us to work on as a City. Like Councilman Cuthbert said, council gets 
blamed for a lot of things that staff do and don’t do. And that is just part of the territory because we are all as 
one. So, I would never throw staff up under the bus and would hope that they do not throw us under the bus. A 
lot of times we are working on those items that they have concerns with. So, I just want to thank council and 
our City for standing with this council. Thank you.”

Vice Mayor Hart stated, “I just want to say congratulations to all of the council members that won their 
seats back. I look forward to working with you for another four years and hopefully we will get a lot of stuff 
done.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith asked, “How much longer is our lease on the Social Services building?”

Mayor Parham stated, “Two-year lease with the option of three.”

Mr. Lyons stated, “Two years with the option. And I will get the details from Ms. Tyus and I will make it 
available to you.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “You talked about them having telephones and they can answer 
the phone wherever they are now almost, and they all have laptops from the state. I just want us to consider if 
we need to continue. COVID has taught us a lot of things. COVID has taught us that we do not always have to 
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have a big building to operate from. The knowledge that we need is in our heads and we walk around with that. 
The abilities and technology that we have doesn’t necessarily mean that we have to have a building all the 
time. This is something that we need to look at. So, toward the end of our two-year period, maybe six months 
prior if we can look at whether or not if we really do need this."

Mayor Parham stated, “Take a quick moment to congratulate Council Member Cuthbert, Council 
Member Hill and Councilwoman Smith-Lee for retaining your seats. Looking forward to working with you. We 
have a lot of work. There is so much in the pipeline that I am happy to have you all back and also to keep 
pushing the City of Petersburg forward. You ran against a lot of the social media opposition that occurred. And 
many of the sweepers and things of that nature run these opponents as a slate just like the ran them against 
Council Member Myers and myself. And they always try to say that they are the voice of Petersburg. Well the 
voice of Petersburg are the voters. They spoke well on election day in putting you all back in your seats. So, 
just to answer some of the questions and similar to President elect Joe Biden and the Vice President elect 
Kamala Harris said that it is time now for not only the nation but for Petersburg to heal and to move forward all 
of the negative dialect and all of that hate that you get from Facebook and the sweep groups and all of those 
things and all the special interest groups on Facebook. They are saying that all candidates all lose. Again, isn’t 
it time to change that negative dialect and move towards a more positive outlook of the City of what they can 
contribute instead of tearing council members down. Because you see that it obviously does not work. And just 
to get into something that they said even for Mr. Flock, isn’t now the time for you to start suing what you all can 
do to help our youth. From what Barb said, isn’t it time for you to get involved in the library foundation and 
building up the library. Because that is not a City initiated project that is by the Library Foundation raising 
money. Wouldn’t you like to contribute to that? I have been meeting every Sunday with a group of young men 
that is interested in what we can do to help save our youth and cut down on a lot of the senseless gun violence 
that is really about conflict resolution. Someone gets mad at someone and shoots someone. Isn’t it time for the 
Facebook groups to come together to figure out what you can do for the betterment of Petersburg as a whole? 
Instead of attacking the people who are trying to do the best with what they have to improve the City of 
Petersburg. Because I grew up here and I have seen and grown up in this mess. And it has been a mess for a 
long time. And I cannot commend enough the City staff from top to bottom that have invested their families and 
livelihood and everything into the City of Petersburg. And each and every one of you all have made a 
tremendous contribute and I cannot thank everyone around this table enough for your sacrifice. We have been 
here today since 10 in the morning. And that is because the City of Petersburg is moving forward and we have 
a lot of things going and it takes meetings and we have even more meetings to get our arms around what it 
takes to move this City into the 21st Century. Because when we got here Petersburg was in the 80s and I am 
talking about the early 80s. Everyone was still talking about the Tobacco Plant and that left when I was a child. 
I don’t even remember, and nothing has happened. Even when you look at a lot of former Mayors and things 
like that trying to talk negative about this council and this administration and they started that mess in the 80s. 
They said no to most of our industry because they always have some negative dialect for over 40 years. So, 
this has to be the council to turn away from that and to what we can do to uplift this City and resurrect it in 
these hard times. Because this council is faced with the financial crisis and now, we are stuck with another 
crisis. So, we are tested in this thing in the City of Petersburg and we will preserver and we will push through. 
We will come out strong on the other end. So, again thank each and every one of you all for your commitments 
and will keep making this thing happened and keep riding along and moving Petersburg on down this busy 
highway. Thank you.

14. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:

* No items for this portion of the agenda.

15. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

* No items for this portion of the agenda.
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16. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Consideration of the City of Petersburg 2021 Legislative Agenda Package.

BACKGROUND: The City of Petersburg is impacted by legislative action taken by the U.S. 
Congress and the Virginia Legislature. This is a list of legislative priorities to be advocated through the City’s 
U.S. and Commonwealth legislative delegations and the City’s legislative partners.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the City Council considers approval of the 2021 
Legislative Agenda.

Mayor Parham stated, “Because we are missing three council members, I would like to table this to our 
next meeting.”

Council Member Hill made a motion to move this to the next council meeting when all members are in 
attendance. The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hart. There was discussion among City Council 
Members. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Wilson-Smith, Hill, Hart and 
Parham; Absent: Cuthbert, Myers and Smith-Lee

b. Consideration of an appropriation for VRA Series 2015A Utility Revenue Bond for FY2021 Utility 
Capital Projects in the amount of $3,620,000.

BACKGROUND: The Utility Department has identified the most serious issues facing the 
Petersburg Utility System. These are projects that council has approved in previous years. A plan has been 
created to resolve them. The FY2021 Capital Budget addresses $3,620,000 which is to be financed with the 
2015A VRA Bonds previously allocated to the City of Petersburg. It should be noted that the current balance of 
the 2015A VRA Bonds as of September 30, 2020 is $5,290,000.

RECOMMENDATION: To appropriate the VRA Series 2015A Utility Revenue Bond for FY 2021 
Utility Capital Projects in the amount of $3,620,000. 

Council Member Hill made a motion to appropriate the VRA Series 2015A Utility Revenue Bond for FY 
2021 Utility Capital Projects in the amount of $3,620,000.  The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Wilson-Smith. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Wilson-Smith, Hill, Hart and 
Parham; Absent: Cuthbert, Myers, and Smith-Lee

20-ORD-54 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATION FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON JULY 1, 2020 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 IN CAPITAL 
BUDGET.

Mayor Parham stated, “The motion has passed. And at this time, we are going to take a quick five-
minute recess.”

City Council returned from recess at 3:57pm.
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Mayor Parham stated, “Alright, we are back from our recess. Next, we will move on to Item 16G.”

c. Consideration of a motion to authorize the City Manager and City Attorney to execute a case 
disposition order in Petersburg Circuit Court Case No.: CL15-785. (Former item 16G)

BACKGROUND: Motion to authorize the City Manager and City Attorney to execute a case 
disposition order in Petersburg Circuit Court Case No.: CL15-785. 

This case involves an action by the Commonwealth to require repairs and improvements to the 
Petersburg General District and Juvenile and Domestic Relations Courthouses.

Based on the request made on behalf of Council, this Order would implement the requested alternative 
disposition of these matters and authorize the City to set aside reserve funds over a period of time for the 
construction of a new Courthouse Facility.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve the motion authorizing the City Manager and City Attorney to 
execute the Order on behalf of the City.

Council Member Hill made a motion to Approve the motion authorizing the City Manager and City 
Attorney to execute the Order on behalf of the City.  The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hart.

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Wilson-Smith, Hill, Hart and 
Parham; Absent: Cuthbert, Myers, and Smith-Lee

Mayor Parham stated, “So, at this time we are going to move the rest of these items to the November 
17th meeting. So, those items that we did not get to, Ms. Jackson will you move them to the next meeting since 
we no longer have a quorum. So, we will adjourn this meeting.

 17. CITY MANAGER’S AGENDA:

*No items for this portion of the agenda.

18. BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM THE CLERK:

*No items for this portion of the agenda.

19. BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM CITY ATTORNEY: 

*No items for this portion of the agenda.

20. ADJOURNMENT:

City Council adjourned at 3:59 p.m. 

_________________________
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 Clerk of City Council

APPROVED:          
_________________________
Mayor
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The special regular meeting of the Petersburg City Council was held on Tuesday, November 17, 2020, live 
streamed.  Mayor Parham called the meeting to order at 12:00p.m.

1. ROLL CALL:
Present:

 
 Council Member Charles H. Cuthbert, Jr.
 Council Member W. Howard Myers 
 Council Member Annette Smith-Lee
 Council Member Darrin Hill
 Mayor Samuel Parham

Absent: Council Member Treska Wilson-Smith
Vice Mayor John A. Hart, Sr.

Present from City Administration: 
City Manager Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides 
City Attorney Anthony C. Williams 
Clerk of Council Nykesha D. Jackson

2. PRAYER:
 

Mayor Parham stated, “Councilman Hill will lead us in our opening prayer.”

Council Member Hill led the council meeting in prayer.

3. CLOSED SESSION:

a.       The purpose of this meeting is to convene in the closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(5) of the 
Code of Virginia for the purpose of discussion regarding the subject matter of a prospective 
business or industry or the expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous 
announcement has been made of the business’ or industry’s interest in locating or expanding its 
facilities in the community; and pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia for the purpose 
of discussions pertaining to performance, assignment, and appointment of specific public 
employees of the City of Petersburg specifically including but not limited to the subject of 
performance, assignment, and appointment specific public employees of the City of Petersburg. 
Specifically included but not limited to discussion of the assignment, appointment, and performance 
of specific public employees; and under pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(5) of the Code of Virginia for the 
purpose of receiving legal advice and status update from the City Attorney and legal consultation 
regarding the subject of specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by the City 
Attorney and matters of actual or probable litigation specifically including but not limited to matters 
requiring legal advice by the City Attorney.

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Mr. Mayor, I would like to add the consideration of copies of 
dispositions of City owned real estate to our closed session agenda.”

Mayor Parham stated, “Mr. Williams the terminology for that item.”
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Mr. Williams stated, “Pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(3) of the Code of Virginia for the purpose of 
consideration of acquisition or disposition of real property for the public purpose where discussion of such 
would adversely affect the bargaining position of the negotiation strategy of the public body.”

Mayor Parham stated, “That is the fourth item for closed session.”

Council Member Hill moved that the City Council go into closed session for the purposes noted by 
Mayor Parham, Council Member Cuthbert and the City Attorney. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Cuthbert.  There was no discussion on the motion, which was approved on roll call vote.  

On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Smith-Lee, Myers, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and 
Hart

City Council entered closed session at 12:05pm.

CERTIFICATION:

Mr. Williams stated, “The Mayor would entertain a motion to conclude the closed session called this 
evening to certify in accordance with §2.2-3712 that the Code of Virginia that to the best of each members 
knowledge that only public business matter lawfully exempted from the opening meeting requirements were 
discussed and that only such public business matters were identified in the motion by which the closed 
meeting was convened, heard, discussed or considered. If any member believes that there was a departure 
from the foregoing requirements should so state prior to the vote indicating the substance for departure that in 
his or her judgment has taken place. This requires a roll call vote Mr. Mayor.”

Vice Mayor Hart made a motion to return City Council into open session and certify the purposes of the 
closed session.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. There was no discussion on the motion.

The motion was approved on roll call vote.

On roll call vote, voting yes: Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith and 
Hart

20-R-61 A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING, AS REQUIRED BY THE CODE OF VIRGINIA, SECTION 2.2-
3712, THAT TO THE BEST OF EACH MEMBER’S KNOWLEDGE, ONLY PUBLIC BUSINESS 
MATTERS LAWFULLY EXEMPTED FROM OPEN MEETING REQUIREMENTS OF VIRGINIA 
LAW WERE DISCUSSED IN THE CLOSED SESSION, AND ONLY SUCH PUBLIC 
BUSINESS MATTERS AS WERE IDENTIFIED IN THE MOTION CONVENING THE CLOSED 
SESSION WERE HEARD, DISCUSSED, OR CONSIDERED.

City Council returned to opened session at 1:27 p.m.

4. MOMENT OF SILENCE:

Mayor Parham led council and citizens in the moment of silence.

5. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Mayor Parham led council and the citizens in the pledge of allegiance.

6. DETERMINATION OF THE PRESENCE OF A QUORUM:
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A quorum was determined with the presence of all City Council Members, except Council Member 
Wilson-Smith and Vice Mayor Hart.

7. PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS/PRESENTATION OF CEREMONIAL PROCLAMATIONS:

Mayor Parham stated, “Good Afternoon Everyone. For our Positive Petersburg moment today, I want 
to remind everyone about the Thanksgiving Holiday Meals Initiative that was presented last week. The City is 
partnering with local restaurants and caterers to provide 7,000 meals for our community next week during the 
Thanksgiving holiday. If anyone is interested in having meals delivered to your home, please visit 
www.petersburgva.gov. The application is available from the website homepage under Petersburg News.” 

8. REPORTS/RESPONSES TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC INFORMATION PERIOD:

Folakemi Osoba, Public Information Officer, gave responses from City Council meeting of November 
10, 2020.

1. Is there a CARES spending update that is available?
Answer: Yes, this update can be viewed by visiting petersburgva.gov Under the government tab 
at the top of the website and then clicking City Council Meeting Presentations. There is an 
update PowerPoint that is listed there.

9. COMMUNICATIONS/SPECIAL REPORTS:

a. City Manager’s Report – Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager

Key points:
 City of Petersburg observes the state holiday schedule. The City of Petersburg will close at 

noon on Wednesday of next week and be closed Thursday and Friday of next week as well. 
 There will be an online public sale of tax delinquent real estate from November 16th, 2020 at 

12pm to November 30th, 2020 at 12pm. To know more information on it visit the website at 
bid.forsaleatauction.biz or call (540)899-1776, for more information and to bid on these 
properties.

 With flu season here, there will be free flu vaccines at the Petersburg Health Department. There 
was a free flu vaccine session on this past November 14th at PAT and there were 31 
participants. They will possible do another one in December.

 The draft 5-year strategic plan was posted on the City’s website on November 2nd and alerts 
were sent soliciting community feedback of the draft plan. They are looking for community 
feedback on the goals of the City. The plan can be viewed at www.petersburgva.gov The 
strategic feedback can be sent to strategicplan@petersburg-va.org

 The annual fall leaf vacuuming program began on Monday, November 16, 2020. The City will 
provide one round of vacuuming in each ward. Each citizen should rake the leaves to the curb. 
If they miss the date, they can bag up the leaves and leave for regular trash pick-up. They will 
pick up 60 bags per property. The City’s Street Operations Division can be reached at 804-733-
2415.

 Regarding 108 East Washington Street project (Trailways Bus Station), the owner is moving 
forward with his project. He is working with the Commonwealth Architects to move forward with 
the plans. 

 Demolition at 38 & 42 South Union Street has been completed. The demolition will cost about 
$98,627. Currently, $18,224 has been paid out for the project. It is being paid by the Department 
of Rail and Public Transportation.
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 Guernsey Tingle has submitted a proposal that has been approved. Construction is scheduled 
to begin early 2021 and be completed summer of 2022.

 Dominion Energy Engineer has developed the initial conceptual design and cost estimates to 
relocate existing power and to provide a new transformer.

Mrs. Benavides stated, “The next under my report would be Mrs. India Adams. Council last week we 
also distributed to each of you our draft Legislative Agenda. We can bring up Mrs. Adams to take us through 
that discussion. Our goal for this is to present a package to our state and federal legislature about the priorities 
and things that are important to the City. This is the opportunity for us to address some challenges that we may 
be having but also things that other organizations presented to us that we would like to advocate on behalf of.”

-Consideration of the City of Petersburg 2021 Legislative Agenda Package

India Adams-Jacobs, Assistant to the City Manager, gave a presentation on the Legislative Agenda.

Key points:
 There is some potential talk about it being a short session with 45 days as this is a short budget 

year. There are some things that can make this even shorter to potentially 30 days.
 Because of the pandemic there has been some discussion on how the session will be held 

which will limit the ability to advocate in person. Right now, the house is still slated to convene 
via virtually and there has been no decision on the senate side at this point.

 Legislative Request #1-City Council/Economic Development - Request infrastructure funding for 
immediate business site development readiness at Petersburg Pharmaceutical Park Phase I 
($750,000).

 Legislative Request #2-City Council/Economic Development -Request infrastructure funding for 
business site development readiness at Petersburg Pharmaceutical Park Phase II ($27 million)

 Legislative Request #3-City Council/Library – Budget appropriation in the amount of $300,000 
for the Petersburg Public Library capital expansion to increase service capacity and provide 
space for community event space.

 Legislative Request #4 – City Council – Funding for dredging the Appomattox River to make it 
navigable for watercraft from the Chesapeake Bay.

 Legislative Request #5 – Planning & Community Development – Grant funding for the 
development of historic structures. Funding totaling $300,000 would allow the City to complete 
the rehabilitation of the Jarratt House.

 Legislative Request #6 – Planning & Community Development – Funding for Technical 
Assistance to localities to develop Comprehensive Plans. Funding totaling $300,000 for 
technical assistance grants to 10 localities with demonstrated need.

 Legislative Request #7 – Neighborhood & Community Services – Request a vacant property 
registry fee escalator – the standard is set at $100 per year. Some localities utilize an escalator 
i.e. $100 the first year, $200 the second year, $300 third year, $400 thereafter in perpetuity until 
the house is sold.

 Legislative Request #8 – City Council/Council Member Cuthbert – Increase the power of 
localities to grant ABC board licenses; no ABC license shall be issued in the absence if 
compelling circumstances, and the ABC shall not issue an ABC license over the locality’s 
authority.

 Legislative Request #9 – City Council/ Council Member Cuthbert – Make the City of Petersburg 
eligible for Tobacco Commission funding.

 Legislative Request #10 – City Council – Allow local government to place limits on the 
concentration of group homes licenses by the Department of Behavioral Health and 
Development Services.
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 Legislative Request #11 – City Council/Public Safety – Authorization from the General 
Assembly to install additional traffic cameras to identify drivers who exceed the speed limit and 
or disregard traffic signals to reduce auto accidents and enhance public safety. Current law 
limits the number to three based on 3/10,000 population. No cost, as revenue from citation 
generated fund installation and maintenances.

 Legislative Request #12 – Public Safety/Petersburg Community Corrections – Pretrial 
expansion funding to provide pretrial to localities without services. Update the funding formula 
for probation and pretrial services agencies through the Department of Criminal Justice Services 
(DCJS) as recommended  by the Crime Commission in 2017 and ensure equitable distribution 
of the funding for pretrial and probation programs, which provide alternatives to incarceration 
statewide.

 Legislative Request #13 – City Council/Petersburg Community Corrections – Bail Reform – to 
reduce the reliance on cash bail, to reduce the unnecessary incarceration of individuals pending 
trial, to improve the overall performance of the criminal justice system and ensure a fair and 
equitable experience within the criminal justice system.

 Legislative Request #14 – City Council – Funding for regional wastewater treatment and 
handling infrastructure improvements totaling $105,000,000 to meet U.S. and Virginia nutrient 
waste requirements and improve water quality in the Chesapeake Bay.

 Legislative Request #15 – City Council – School Facility Modernization – there exists a severe 
need in Petersburg for updating our public-school buildings. Old HVAC systems, leaking roofs, 
dimly lit classrooms, small hallways, lack of auditoriums, lunchroom spaces, etc. and technology 
challenges merit funding for these buildings being modernized to meet the current and future 
needs.

 Legislative Request #16 – City Manager’s Office – Request Citywide expansion of rental 
inspection districts.

 The VML Legislative Agenda relates to the funding of education. They also want to address the 
needs with short and long term as it relates to COVID

 Also, Virginia First Cities included goals as it relates to economic gardening, resiliency and 
sustainability.

Council Member Hill stated, “I do not think anyone has any reservation about anything in particular. Do 
we want to go through the state on time or do we want to go through these individually like we said we would 
do? I am fine with that. I am looking at do anyone have any reservations or any proposal Mayor and Members 
of Council.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Thank you Mr. Mayor. I wonder whether we need to pick and choose 
and maybe select just a few initiatives in order to maximize the chances of success. Or whether that logic does 
not apply. That is a question that I do not know the answer but may be the City Manager can give use some 
guidance on that.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Well, for the three years that I have been here, and you can see that our 
agenda has definitely grown in quality and the work into. But one of the things that you see highlighted very 
clearly here is that other City’s are buying in. One great example is our legislation from last year, that now they 
are asking that they have the same access to blighted property legislation. I believe that sometimes that you 
keep asking and keep asking. We had something that was a running priority and put an increased effort 
towards that. I believe that what we presented and have in front of us is something that we need but other 
City’s are interested in. So, not only have we presented this agenda to you guys, but we are sharing our 
agenda with other organizations so that maybe in our case they will be supportive just like the blighted property 
legislation. I don’t necessarily, in looking at it there may be some that need to flush out and understand a little 
bit closer like the sovereign immunity conversation. But I Mr. Hill’s idea is a great idea. If we can identify things 
that we are not in favor and that we need further discussion on, it would probably be an easier process.”
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Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Well, Mr. Mayor to follow up on that, there are two specifics that give 
me heartburn. One is on page 22 of our agenda. And that is the very issue that the City Manager touched on 
regarding sovereign immunity. This is the anti-black lives matter initiative. That is designed to bar any changes 
in the law that could make it easier to hold police and others who claim sovereign immunity from being held0 
accountable. And so, this sentence on page 22 on liability. Liability holds people accountable. So, expanding 
liability and emoting immunities at the state level has had a chilling effect. That is that they are saying that they 
oppose and efforts to erode immunities. That is to make it easier to hold people accountable. This Virginia 
Municipal League opposes any efforts to hold people accountable. I don’t think that we want to go there. The 
other deals with annexation. When we go to page 23 and the first item. I cannot imagine why Virginia First 
Cities would include in its position. You go to the third sentence, ‘However, Virginia First Cities will strongly 
oppose any changes to the current moratorium process to include the appeal of the county immunity and City 
annexation. So, Virginia First Cities would strongly oppose the repeal of the county immunity. Those are the 
two items that caught my attention. Madam City Manager, can you comment on that?”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “I believe that we can look at it. We initially had this issue brought up and I think 
what Virginia First Cities tried to do with the sovereign immunity was make it more broad without making it 
specific. And so, I think in some cases and I think in this one the way that it is stated here it also impacts each 
of us. As far as our job and whether we are legally liable for the decisions that are made. But I also think 
sometimes that no action is the easiest action when it comes to that. They did not specifically say the initial 
legislation was public safety specific and there are some communities that are pushing for greater or reduction 
in sovereign immunity in public safety. So, that I believe was their compromised wording. Sometimes there is a 
simple answer as let’s take no action because some of this needs to be a explored a little further and I don’t 
think that we are at a position that we spend enough time understanding. So, for that one that would be my 
recommendation. On the second one, absolutely annexation benefits the City. And one of the disadvantages 
that we have between that is that it has no closing. So, me when I discuss this with my peers that is something 
that as a City, we would want the ability to do because it gives us more opportunities for growth. So, as a City I 
cannot imagine that being our stance. I would actually agree with Mr. Cuthbert on this one to say that we 
support some changes to the process of annexation. Because we do want the ability to take in more lands into 
our community.”

Mrs. Adams-Jacobs stated, “If I can piggyback on the sovereign immunity conversation. Madam City 
Manager is correct. Both VML and VFC are having continued conversation on that every week as we meet as 
liaisons to discuss that. They are also encouraging to wait. They are encouraging us to follow up after the 
session begins and to have those conversations with our public safety team as well as council to create 
specific public policy statements to provide to them on our individual locality. I am understanding that it is a 
complex issue, but we really won’t know more until a specific bill goes forward as the session begins.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “So, what do we do today, in terms of a decision or recommendation 
by City Council?”

Mrs. Adams-Jacobs stated, “I think to the City Manager’s point the intent of this was to keep it as broad 
as possible. But I think that given that we are different communities from some of these other communities that 
we may not take a strong stance either way. So, I am fine if we are looking to approve the slate with those 
changes as it relates to supporting annexation and then either not taking a stance of sovereign immunity until 
we come up with a specific policy stance later on after the session begins. So, we an do that and I can relay 
that information to both VFC and VML that the City as  well as to our delegates that the City does not take a 
stance on the sovereign immunity item at this time.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “That is the first decision that we would ask council to make. Is to strike this and 
request it off of our agenda as an action item.”
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Mayor Parham stated, “Alright, that is the first one.”

Council Member Cuthbert made a motion to strike the sovereign immunity item from Petersburg’s 
Legislative Agenda. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. The motion was approved on roll call 
vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

There was discussion among council and staff.

Council Member Hill made a motion to adopt the remaining portion of the Legislative Agenda that was 
presented to council with one exception of the provision dealing with annexation and with respect to that 
provision council support the efforts to expand opportunities for Cities to annex county land.. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Hill. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: 
Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

Council Member Cuthbert made a motion to strike the sovereign immunity item from Petersburg’s 
Legislative Agenda. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. The motion was approved on roll call 
vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

Council Member Hill made a motion to adopt by resolution the Legislative Agenda with amendments. 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Cuthbert. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call 
vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

20-R-62 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF PETERSBURG CITY COUNCIL ADOPTING THE 2021 
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA.

b. COVID-19 Update

Darnetta Tyus, Deputy City Manager, gave an update on COVID 19.

Key points:
 City of Petersburg went up one count for deaths from COVID-19 since the last City Council 

meeting.
 The case load continues to escalade but not as fast as it had been escalating. 
 The City is continuing to have more testing going on and because of this the cases will continue 

to go up.
 The City of Petersburg has had 950 cases and have cleared 806.
 The prior week there were 35 cases, and this week is now 18 cases.
 The City initially looked to support up to 100 businesses through one-time unrestricted grants.
 The first round there were 78 businesses awarded with the total amount of $212,750.
 The second round (old applicants) of 78 businesses were awarded $425,500.
 The round two new grant recipients with 45 new businesses awarded in the total amount of 

$330,000.
 They are doing a Feed the Need Initiative in the City of Petersburg.
 They have eight restaurants that will be participating in the Feed the Need Program. They will 

be providing 7,400 meals in the community with this program.
 They are now geared to served over 7,500 meals on the two days before Thanksgiving and two 

days after Thanksgiving. There are many initiatives going on in the City that customarily provide 
meals on Thanksgiving. This initiative is to make sure that the residents have healthy meals for 
the entire week of Thanksgiving.
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 Also, P-Hops needs to be recognized for the partnership with this initiative.
 The restaurants have been notified of their approval for Feed the Need Initiative.

Mayor Parham stated, “Thank you for the presentation Ms. Tyus.”

10. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (to include minutes of previous meeting/s)
 

Mayor Parham stated, “At this time we have a motion from Mr. Tabor to have an agenda item added to 
the consent agenda. It is the request to schedule a public hearing to consider amendments to the City of 
Petersburg Technology Zone.”

Council Member Hill made a motion to add a request to schedule a public hearing to consider 
amendments to the City of Petersburg Technology Zone. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Smith-Lee. The motion was approved on roll call.  On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, 
Hill, and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

a. Consideration and appropriate remaining balance of the Urban Highway Set-Aside Funds from 
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) appropriated in previous fiscal years – 1st 
Reading

b. Consideration for the appropriate of the Virginia Tourism Corporation’s (VTC) Marketing 
Leverage Program Grant award in the amount of $10,000 – 1st Reading

c. Consideration of approval for Petersburg Law Library Appropriation in the amount of $22,000 – 
1st Reading 

d. A request to schedule a public hearing to consider amendments to the City of Petersburg 
Technology Zone.

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the consent agenda as read by the Mayor. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Smith-Lee. The motion was approved on roll call.  On roll call vote, voting 
yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

11. OFFICIAL PUBLIC HEARINGS:

*No items for this portion of the agenda.

12. PUBLIC INFORMATION PERIOD: A public information period, limited in time to 30 minutes, shall be 
part of an Order of Business at each regular council meeting. Each speaker shall be a resident or 
business owner of the City and shall be limited to three minutes. No speaker will be permitted to speak 
on any item scheduled for consideration on the regular docket of the meeting at which the speaker is to 
speak.  The order of speakers, limited by the 30-minute time period, shall be determined as follows:

a) First, in chronological order of the notice, persons who have notified the Clerk no later than 
12:00 noon of the day of the meeting,

b) Second, in chronological order of their sign up, persons who have signed a sign-up sheet 
placed by the Clerk in the rear of the meeting room prior to the meeting.

Linwood Christian signed up to speak but there was technology difficulty getting him on the live stream 
call.

13. BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL:
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Council Member Cuthbert stated, “I want to thank Ms. Tyus and her team for thoroughly masking the 
emphasis for spreadsheet report. I don’t know whether everyone is as impressed as I am with the community 
concerns in which we can report. But it was beautifully organized, and it makes it easy to follow up on request 
for specific improvements to be made in our neighborhoods. And Ms. Tyus and her team are remarkably 
responsive. Just as an example I sent out an email on yesterday to Ms. Tyus and her team. And this morning I 
got a phone call from Ms. Tyus saying when can you meet my team on the site. I said how about now, and she 
said great. I was there at 8:15am or maybe it was 8:30am. We discussed the problem and came up with a plan 
and I was back in the office within half an hour. I was amazed at how efficient her team works. And I certainly 
want to salute that effort and the improvements that Ms. Tyus and her team are making for our residents. 
Thank you, Mr. Mayor.”

Council Member Myers stated, “Yes. But first Mr. Mayor I would like to ask the City Attorney if I am able 
to do this. I have a motion Mr. City Attorney for council to consider one of the developers that we have 
approved and sold property too. But unfortunately, the setbacks are too far back where they are 30 feet. The 
lines in the street sit much closer. And they want to know if it can be a variance with respect to that from City 
Council to allow zoning to consider that 30-foot variance.”

Mr. Williams stated, “This is not an actual item in front of us this is just someone that has reached out to 
you.”

Council Member Myers stated, “They need it because they are ready to move forward with their 
development. But zoning said that they need for council to approve consideration for the 30-foot setback to 
move forward.”

Mr. Williams stated, “And that is a formal process that they submit a variance to the BZA and then they 
can appeal it. It can end up in front of the governing body, but they have to go through that processing.”

Council Member Myers stated, “Gotcha. That is why I wanted to ask you first before I even considered 
it. Thank you, sir.”

Council Member Smith-Lee stated, “I only have one thing. I just want to say thank you to Mr. Richard 
Harris and his team for all the hard work that they do. On Rives Road off of Boydton Plank, someone has been 
using that area for a dumping site. But I informed Mr. Harris and his team went out there and cleaned it up. So, 
I just wanted to let everyone know that the City is working. They are doing an excellent job trying to make sure 
that our needs are met. And that’s all I have.”

Council Member Hill stated, “Good afternoon everyone. I don’t have much. I want to thank Ms. Tyus 
and her report on getting those funds and things out to the businesses and thing of that nature. The Legislative 
Agenda, in which we have a lot indicates that the City is moving. We have a lot moving parts, so it takes a lot 
of staff to do those things. So, I like thank Mrs. India for her presentation in dealing with Council administration 
to put that in a packet form. Everybody can see in the direction in which we are trying to go with our Legislative 
Agenda. I also want everyone to adhere to the governor and his mandates for our state. Our state is kind of 
rolling back with the COVID-19. So, let’s be mindful and I do know that it is going to impact some businesses to 
open up and close at a certain time. And also serving alcohol at a certain time as well. So, I just want us to 
adhere to those things and be careful in large crowds. A lot of times when we drive through the City and see 
certain businesses have a few more than their share of large crowds. We would hate to have to call the police 
department to come and break up those crowds. We live in an erroneous time and we need to be responsible 
when it comes to the safety of our community. So, that is why we get these reports all the time. A lot of people 
are impacted by this COVID-19. So, let’s just try to stay safe. That is all I have.”
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Mayor Parham stated, “I would like to thank the Historic Petersburg Foundation. They did a great 
presentation on the renovation of the Jarratt House this past Sunday. They had a fantastic turnout. This was 
something that started back in 1986. So, it has sat for 30 plus years. And it is just amazing that we seal the 
structures. Next, we plan on this Saturday we have a new business that is opening up downtown that is called 
Twin Treasures. We will be doing a ribbon cutting on Saturday morning at 11am. Please everyone let’s 
welcome this new business to our wonderful City of Petersburg. Next, during the public information period we 
were not able to get Mr. Linwood Christian on the zoom, but I do have him here on my cellphone. So, Mr. 
Christian are you there? You have the floor.”

Linwood Christian, 410 Mistletoe Street, stated, “I just want to say a few things. I want to congratulate 
our new chief, Travis Christian. Because I do believe that he is going to continue to take this police department 
much higher than it already is. Especially as a member of the community and the community efforts. This 
started with Chief Dixon to our Chief and now to Chief Christian. If nothing else that is a positive Petersburg 
moment. Something that was said at the last City Council meeting really did not sit to well with me. This City is 
predominantly black. There is something that highlights the history in this City. The comment was made by 
Council Member Cuthbert asking Chief Christian about the lack of whether they know how to read or not. And 
whether this was connected to the shootings. And then about all lives matter. Yes, all lives do matter. Also, not 
everyone has internet connection and a lot of people do not have computers. Last but not least I would like to 
thank Council Member Myers. I do not know if he mentioned it or not but there was some work being done on 
Mistletoe Street. And when we woke up, we could not turn left or right. We did not know what was going on. 
When I talked to Mr. Myers and I do not know who he talked to, but we were then able to fully access our 
street. When things are happening in the community and people are hired to come work in the community you 
need to let the community know. We need to know so that people know how to do the things that they need to 
do. I am going to say this that I understand there was some time ago that someone wanted to purchase the 
community center. While we are worrying about money for a mural in the park, we need to be putting that 
money into upgrading our parks so that our young people can have things to do. We need to do something 
with that community center. Because that is just as much as an eyesore. Thank you.”

14. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:

* No items for this portion of the agenda.

15. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

a. Consideration of a Resolution Authorizing City Manager to Execute Project Administration 
Agreements through the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) for Fleet Street (now 
University Blvd.) Over the Appomattox River Canal Bridge Replacement for a temporary 
construction easement.

BACKGROUND: The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), in cooperation with the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing to replace the Fleet Street Bridge over the Appomattox 
River Canal in the City. The Appomattox River Canal bridge replacement project will be from 0.09 miles north 
of Grove Ave. to 0.02 miles south of Chesterfield Ave. The improvement will involve the replacement of the 
existing deficient bridge structure. 

RECOMMENDATION: Authorize the City Manager to execute project administration agreements 
for a temporary construction easement and any related documents through the VDOT for the Appomattox 
River Canal Bridge Replacement project.

Tangela Innis, Director of Public Utility and Capital Projects, gave a brief overview on the request for 
approval of a resolution Authorizing City Manager to Execute Project Administration Agreements through the 
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Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) for Fleet Street (now University Blvd.) Over the Appomattox 
River Canal Bridge Replacement for a temporary construction easement.

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the authorization of the recommendation.  The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Myers. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill 
and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

20-R-63 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE PROJECT 
ADMINISTRATION AGREEMENT FOR A TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT AND 
ANY RELATED DOCUMENTS FOR THE APPOMATTOX RIVER CANAL BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT.

b. Consideration of an Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to execute the Third Amendment 
Lease and Renewal of a Lease an agreement with Spiro A. Georgogianis and Vasilius A. 
Georgogianis for the leased property located at 229 N. Market Street Petersburg, VA

BACKGROUND: The City approved the initial lease with between the City and Spiros A. 
Georgogianis and Vasilius A. Georgogianis on June 11, 2011, with an amendment to the lease on August 29, 
2011 for the purposes  to lease the property located at 229 N. Market Street. The initial term of the agreement 
was August 01, 2011 through July 30, 2016 a five-year term in the amount of $159,274.08. This space is 
currently being utilized as the City’s Voter Registration Office.
 
Since that time on October 05, 2015 the City renewed the lease for an additional five-year term ending on 
October 31, 2020 in the amount of $163, 909.20 for the continued use by our Registrar’s Office. 
 
The proposed third amendment and lease renewal will be for an additional one-year term totaling $32,781.84 
annually. The proposed utilization of space will continue to house the City’s Voter Registration Office.
 

RECOMMENDATION: City Council review and approve the attached ordinance.

Tangela Innis, Director of Public Utility and Capital Projects, gave an overview of the consideration of 
an ordinance.

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Smith-Lee. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill 
and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

20-ORD-55 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE THIRD 
AMENDMENT AND RENEWAL OF LEASE FOR LEASED PROPERTY LOCATED AT 229 N. 
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MARKET STREET.

c. Consideration of an appropriation for VRA Series 2015A Utility Revenue Bond for FY 2021 
Utility Capital Projects in the amount of $3,620,000.

BACKGROUND: The Utility Department has identified the most serious issues facing the 
Petersburg Utility System. These are projects that council has approved in previous years. A plan has been 
created to resolve them. The FY 2021 Capital Budget addresses $3,620,000 which is to be financed with 
2015A VRA Bonds previously allocated to the City of Petersburg. It should be noted that the current balance of 
the 2015A VRA Bonds as of September 30, 2020 is $5,290,000.

RECOMMENDATION: To appropriate the VRA Series 2015A Utility Revenue Bond for FY 2021 
Utility Capital Projects in the amount of $3,620,000.

Council Member Cuthbert made a motion to appropriate the VRA Series 2015A Utility Revenue Bond 
for FY 2021 Utility Capital Projects in the amount of $3,620,000.  The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Hill. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill 
and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

20-ORD-56 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATION FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON JULY 1, 2020 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 IN CAPITAL 
BUDGET.

d. Consideration of Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy Grant Acceptance and 
Appropriation in the amount of $254,000.

BACKGROUND: The Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy Grant is an annual grant 
awarded to Government agencies to convert fuel source to propane in vehicles.  Petersburg has applied for 
funding and the Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy has accepted the application and awarded funding 
in the amount of $254,500.  There is no local match to these funds.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend that Council accept and appropriate the grant funds to be 
spent in the FY2020-21 in the amount of $254,500.

Council Member Hill made a motion to accept and appropriate the grant funds to be spent in the 
FY2020-21 in the amount of $254,500.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Cuthbert. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill 
and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

20-ORD-57 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATION FOR THE 
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FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON JULY 1, 2020 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 FOR THE 
GRANTS FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $254,500.

e. Consideration of Edward Byrne JAG Grant Acceptance and appropriation for $26,589.

BACKGROUND: The Edward Byrne JAG Grant is an annual grant awarded to Local Police 
agencies for various enforcement projects.  Petersburg has applied for funding and the Department of Justice 
has accepted the application and awarded funding in the amount of $26,589.  There is no local match to these 
funds. 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend that Council accept and appropriate the grant funds to be 
spent in the FY2020-21.

Council Member Hill made a motion to accept and appropriate the grants funds to be spent in FY2020-
21.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Linwood Christian, 410 Mistletoe Street, stated, “Just one question. What did you say that this grant will 
allow the police department to do?”

Captain Geist stated, “Yes, we can spend it on equipment and to facilitate any further needs of the 
department that is not budgeted.”

Mr. Christian stated, “I just want to say this. I am glad especially now that our police department has 
finally overcome one battle and got accredited. This grant, and please don’t laugh when I ask this question, 
because I do know the answer. This grant will not help you to detect who are doing the shootings. Someone 
had put it out there that the police department needs equipment to find out who is doing all the shootings. This 
will not do it correct?”

Captain Geist stated, “No. that is a different component to what we are looking at. This will not go to 
that grant fund.”

Mr. Christian stated, “I know. That was really a rhetorical question. I am glad and I hope that City 
Council will go ahead and approve this.”

Seeing no further hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill 
and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

20-ORD-58 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATION FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON JULY 1, 2020 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 FOR THE 
GRANTS FUND.

f. Consideration of a resolution to approve Quiet Title and Honor Option Contract Concerning The 
Battersea Farm.

BACKGROUND: On April 6, 2010, City Council authorized the City Manager to enter into a 
purchase agreement for four parcels of real property owned by the City known as "Battersea Farm."  Upon 
discovery of a cloud on the title of a portion of one of the parcels, the Purchase Agreement was drawn to 
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reflect an option to the Battersea to purchase that portion for $1 upon their request when the City is able to 
clear the cloud on the title.

Recently, as a result of their desire to obtain an easement upon the property in furtherance of a nature trail, 
representatives of FOLAR began discussions with the claimant of title causing a cloud on the City's title to the 
subject property.

FOLAR was able to reach an agreement with the claimant to convey their claimed interest in the subject 
property to the City in exchange for the proceeds contributed by the City's title insurance company along with 
additional proceeds to be contributed by the Battersea Foundation - thus clearing the title to the property.

Upon the clearing the title to the property, the Battersea Foundation is requesting that the City honor their 
option to purchase.

This Resolution affirms the City's authorization to contribute the title proceeds to clear the title, direction to 
honor the option requirements, and authorizes the City Manager and City Attorney to proceed with the 
necessary closings.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve resolution. 

Anthony Williams, City Attorney, gave an overview of the consideration of a resolution for the quiet title 
concerning The Battersea Farm.

Council Member Hill made a motion to adopt the resolution approving Quiet Title and Honor Option 
Contract Concerning the Battersea Farm.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Smith-Lee. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill 
and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

20-R-64 A RESOLUTION TO QUIET TITLE AND HONOR OPTION CONTRACT CONCERNING THE 
“BATTERSEA FARM.”

16. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Consideration of an ordinance to authorize the Conveyance of an Interest in Real Property 
located at 137 S. Sycamore Street. 

BACKGROUND: The City is the owner of certain property located at 137 South Sycamore Street 
known as the “McKenney Library”.  The deed of conveyance of said property contains certain conditions 
including but not limited to a reverter or right of reversion upon the occurrence of certain events.  A private 
nonprofit entity, known as the McKenney Foundation, has been formed with an interest in taking the lead on 
renovations to the “McKenney Library”.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council approve the ordinance. 

Council Member Myers made a motion that the City of Petersburg take reasonable efforts to clear any 
potential clouds which may exist concerning the title of the property located at 137 South Sycamore Street, 
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referred to as the McKenney Library to facilitate the renovation of said property in furtherance of an African 
American museum and archive for the storage of valuable records including letters, newspapers and 
photographs.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill.

Council Member Cuthbert asked, “Council Member Myers can you read that motion again.”

Ms. Jackson stated, “It is the third whereas on the ordinance.”

Mr. Williams stated, “I just want to clarify that Council Member Myers motion is to adopt the ordinance 
presented with 16A. Correct?”

Council Member Myers stated, “Yes.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “I support the idea of a black history museum in the McKenney 
Library. I am all about preserving the history of our City. Whether it is Caucasian history or African American or 
otherwise. I am a firm believer as I think I have made here in issues that have come before this council. That 
our local history is important to me and I think to all of council. It offers us lessons as to how to live our lives 
and also it offers us lessons on how to live in peace with others and to respect them. With that said I have two 
concerns. One is that we not set a precedent for giving away City assets without clear evidence that the 
promised project will come to reality. For example, even with the Petersburg Public Library in which we all 
admire, the City contributed $5 million dollars. So, it was evident the need to draw on City assets and as to 
whether this is a City asset or not. We passed the resolution 6-0 on July 21, 2020. And the initial whereas said, 
‘whereas the City is the owner of certain property located at 137 South Sycamore Street, known hereafter and 
referred to as the McKenney Library.’ So, one concern is that you not set a precedent for giving assets without 
clear evidence that the promised project will come a reality. And the second concern that I have is that we not 
set the City up in future demands for cash donations. Now let me highlight what we do not know. We do not 
have a budget as to the cost of capital improvements needed to make the building ready as a museum. We do 
not know the cost of the museum’s initial displays and interpretation. We do not know the cost of the museums 
ongoing operations. And we do not know where this money is going to come from. I think that we need to know 
those things in order to be responsible stewards of not only the City’s assets but the concept of having a 
valuable African American museum here in Petersburg. One that will not limp along in pain from lack of 
funding. We need to know what the cost is and where those expenses are coming from. What is the source of 
the cash? It is going to be millions and millions of dollars. But I cannot be more specific than that because we 
have not been giving information. These numbers are knowable, but they are not known. And so, I make a 
substitute motion.”

Council Member Cuthbert made a substitute motion to (1) table Agenda Item 16A (consideration of an 
ordinance regarding 137 South Sycamore Street, the McKenney Library) until Council’s first regular meeting in 
March of 2021 and (2) instruct the City Manager to obtain the following information in the meantime and report 
it to Council at that time: (a)a budget as to the cost of capital improvements needed to make the building ready 
for use as a museum, (b) a budget as to the cost of the museum’s initial displays and interpretation, (c) a 
budget as to the cost of the museum’s ongoing operations, (d) an estimate of the size of the endowment fund 
required to generate enough annual income to pay the museum’s ongoing operations, (e) where this money is 
going to come from, and (f) a recommendation as to whether to require a development agreement and, if so, a 
hard deadline for completing the project and the language of a proposed reversion clause. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Smith-Lee.

The motion was not approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert and Smith-Lee; 
Voting No: Myers, Hill and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

The original motion goes back on the floor.
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Council Member Myers made a motion that the City of Petersburg take reasonable efforts to clear any 
potential clouds which may exist concerning the title of the property located at 137 South Sycamore Street, 
referred to as the McKenney Library to facilitate the renovation of said property in furtherance of an African 
American History museum and archive for the storage of valuable records including letters, newspapers and 
photographs and to adopt the ordinance in the packet. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. 
There was discussion on the motion. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: 
Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill and Parham; Voting No: Cuthbert; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “My support for the concept of establishing an African American 
Museum at the McKenney Library that  will be financially sustainable but no because we do not have sufficient 
information to make an intelligent decision.”

20-ORD-59 AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE CONVEYANCE OF AN INTEREST IN REAL 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 137 SOUTH SYCAMORE STREET (MCKENNEY LIBRARY).

b. Consideration and appropriation of the FY2020 carryover balance in the amount of $46,470.45 
for preliminary engineering work for the South Crater Road Traffic Signal Improvements to 
FY2021.

BACKGROUND: This project was approved in 2013 and Kimberly Horn began working on the 
project. As a result of funding issues, work on the project ceased and the project was dormant. The project has 
been revived and Kimberly-Horn is ready to proceed. This project is being administered by VDOT using 
Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality (CMAQ) funds and 100% reimbursable.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council approve the attached FY2020 carryover 
balance appropriation ordinance in the amount of $46,470.75 to FY 2021. 

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the attached FY2020 carryover balance appropriation 
ordinance in the amount of $46,470.75 to FY 2021.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill 
and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

20-ORD-60 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATION FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON JULY 1, 2020 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 FOR THE 
GENERAL FUND.

c. Consideration and appropriation of the FY2020 Southside Deport carryover balance in the 
amount of $187,867.90 for the Southside Depot project to FY2021. 

BACKGROUND: The City of Petersburg was awarded funding for the purpose of renovating the 
center section of the historic Southside Depot. The City, in partnership with the National Park Service, intended 
to use this section to create a visitor contact station. Additionally, the City applied for a Transportation 
Alternative grant to fund the completion of the Southside Depot Restoration Project. Due to financial 
constraints the project has not been completed.
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RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council approve the attached carryover appropriation 
ordinance in the amount of $187,867.90 to FY2021. 

Council Member Myers made a motion to approve the attached carryover appropriation ordinance in 
the amount of $187,867.90 to FY2021.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill 
and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

20-ORD-61 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATION FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON JULY 1, 2020 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 FOR THE 
SOUTHSIDE DEPOT PROJECT.

d. Consideration of an appropriation of the FY2020 carryover balance in the amount of $38,350.06 
for the preliminary engineering phase of the Sycamore Street Bridge Culvert Rehabilitation to 
FY2021.

BACKGROUND: The City of Petersburg submitted a State of Good Repair application to VDOT to 
repair the concrete box culvert and headwalls. The culvert box is in need of concrete repairs to address broken 
sections of concrete and concrete sections that have split into layers. The downstream headwalls of the culvert 
are also in need of replacement. Improvements are required at both ends of the culvert and along the 
downstream embankments. This carryover only addresses the PE phase of the project. The Right-of-Way and 
Construction phases remain.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council approve the attached carryover appropriation 
ordinance in the amount of $38,350.06 with carryover capability to fiscal year 2022 with no match requirements 
or in-kind services required. This is a reimbursable project that is funded by State of Good Repair funds.

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the attached carryover appropriation ordinance in the 
amount of $38,350.06 with carryover capability to fiscal year 2022 with no match requirements or in-kind 
services required. This is a reimbursable project that is funded by State of Good Repair funds.  The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Myers. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill 
and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

20-ORD-62 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATION FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON JULY 1, 2020 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 IN CAPITAL 
BUDGET FOR THE SYCAMORE STREET BRIDGE CULVERT REHABILITATION PROJECT.

e. Consideration of an appropriation for $9,815 for the construction of a pedestrian walkway. 

BACKGROUND: Petersburg Area Transit was awarded an FTA grant in 2015 to construct a 
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pedestrian walk way. The funds have remained unspent. Transit is requesting to appropriate these funds to 
complete the project stated in the grant. The grant requires a 20% match which is available in Transit’s current 
2021 budget. The total project budget is $12, 269.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council conduct first reading of appropriation 
ordinance. 

Council Member Myers made a motion to approve the appropriation for $9,815 for the construction of a 
pedestrian walkway.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Where is the pedestrian walkway?”

Stephanie Harris, Deputy Director of Petersburg Area Transit, stated “So, Mr. Lyons is correct. The 
pedestrian walkway is next to the building by the Greyhound Station. It is not a traditional walkway, it’s actually 
a piece of cement that is in between two sidewalks where patrons have been walking across in the grass. And 
the grass has subsequently died. This is just to kind of finish off that part of the sidewalk.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.”

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill 
and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and Hart

20-ORD-63 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATION FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON JULY 1, 2020 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 IN THE 
MASS TRANSIT FUND.

 17. CITY MANAGER’S AGENDA:

*No items for this portion of the agenda.

18. BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM THE CLERK:

*No items for this portion of the agenda.

19. BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM CITY ATTORNEY: 

*No items for this portion of the agenda.

20. ADJOURNMENT:

City Council adjourned at 3:14 p.m. 
_________________________

 Clerk of City Council

APPROVED:          
_________________________
Mayor
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The special regular meeting of the Petersburg City Council was held on Tuesday, October 20, 2020, live 
streamed.  Mayor Parham called the meeting to order at 12:38p.m.

1. ROLL CALL:
Present:

 
 Council Member Charles H. Cuthbert, Jr.
 Council Member Treska Wilson-Smith 
 Council Member W. Howard Myers 
 Council Member Annette Smith-Lee
 Council Member Darrin Hill
 Vice Mayor John A. Hart, Sr.
 Mayor Samuel Parham

Absent: None

Present from City Administration: 
City Manager Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides 
City Attorney Anthony C. Williams 
Clerk of Council Nykesha D. Jackson

2. PRAYER:
 

Mayor Parham stated, “Councilman Hill will lead us in our opening prayer.”

Council Member Hill led the council meeting in prayer.

3. CLOSED SESSION:

*No closed session items.

4. MOMENT OF SILENCE:

Mayor Parham led council and citizens in the moment of silence.

5. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Mayor Parham led council and the citizens in the pledge of allegiance.

6. DETERMINATION OF THE PRESENCE OF A QUORUM:

A quorum was determined with the presence of all City Council Members.

Mayor Parham stated, “For our Positive Petersburg moment today, I want to recognize our new 
business that opened up on Friday. I would like to extend an additional welcome to the new businesses who 
have decided to call Petersburg Home. Last Friday we braved a rainy afternoon and held ribbon cuttings for 3 
new businesses in the Old Towne area. We are grateful that even in the midst of a pandemic, Petersburg 
keeps on growing. And I urge everyone to come out and support those businesses and we look forward to 
many more ribbon cuttings here in the City of Petersburg.”

7. PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS/PRESENTATION OF CEREMONIAL PROCLAMATIONS:
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a. Petersburg Bureau of Police Accreditation Presentation

Travis Christian, Police Chief, stated that it is a special day for them and that they are having the 
opportunity to be presented with their accreditation award. Chief Christian stated that they have members from 
the state to do the presentation and that they will be starting with Chief Booth. 

Chief Scott Booth of Danville Police Department, who is also the Commissioner with the Virginia Law 
Enforcement Professional Standards Commission, gave a briefing of the police accreditation. 

Mr. Booth stated that he is bringing greetings and congratulations from the executive board in 
recognizing the Petersburg Police Department on their commitment to law enforcement excellence on their 
successful completion of the recertification process of the Virginia Law Enforcement Certification Program. 

Derrick Mays, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services, stated that the Petersburg Police 
Department has worked very hard to obtain. He stated that there have been several attempts in the past but 
that in the last three years they have done what was needed to be done to obtain accreditation. He stated that 
it needs to note that the men and women of the police department could not have done it without council and 
the community support. He stated that out of all the cities that are taking part in rioting he did not hear about 
any rioting in Petersburg because everyone worked together to get the job done. He stated that it also needs to 
be noted that out of the standards Petersburg had zero return of files or folders. He stated that he was present 
for the assessment and that they did a fantastic job.

b. Proclamation for Breast Cancer Month

Mayor Parham read the Breast Cancer Proclamation out loud.

8. REPORTS/RESPONSES TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC INFORMATION PERIOD:

Folakemi Osoba, Public Information Officer, read questions and responses from the previous council 
meeting.

1. Can the crosswalk on Sycamore Street be repainted?
Answer: Yes. Petersburg Public Works and Utilities is already in the planning for these 
crosswalks to be repainted.

2. What is being done about the recent shootings that have been happening?
Answer: The following are just a few steps that have been taken in response to recent 
shootings. External partners are assisting Petersburg Police and arrest have been made. Chief 
Travis Christian has addressed the community and encouraged their assistance in this effort. 
And additional confidential strategies have also been deployed.

9. COMMUNICATIONS/SPECIAL REPORTS:

a. City Manager’s Report – Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager

Key points:
 Projects of repaving of various streets within the City are continuing to take place.
 They have moved some of the City offices in the new building on Washington Street and there 

is a sign posted in front of it to let everyone know that it is a City facility.
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b. COVID-19 Update

Darnetta Tyus, Deputy City Manager, gave an update on COVID-19.

Ms. Tyus stated, “If you can make Wayne Crocker live for a moment so that he can give us an update 
on the McKenney Library site.”

Wayne Crocker, Director of the Petersburg Public Library, gave information on the McKenney Library 
site.

Key points:
 At the last meeting, there was conversation on where they stood with the library site. 
 They were in the process of forming a foundation that would raise money to support the 

repurpose of the building. 
 The foundation has been formed and has received its Articles of Corporation and is in the 

process of trying to get a 501(c)(3). It is a diverse group of people and most of them are living in 
Petersburg. There are some that live outside of Petersburg but are from Petersburg.

 They have received support from the Cameron Foundation for a feasibility stand as well. 
 One of the board members is a member of the McKenney Family. The family is still much 

involved in the project. 

There was discussion among City Council and staff.

India Adams-Jacobs, Assistant to the City Manager, gave an update on the intergovernmental report.

Key points:
 As of the beginning of October she has worked with all council members and constitutional 

officers and schools to discuss their legislative priorities and strategies. 
 She has begun to meet with the State Senator and Delegate Airds liaison.
 Staff will be submitting all responses and request by end of week. And she will be bringing 

forward at the November 10th the agenda for the upcoming session to look. And hopefully at the 
November 17th meeting it will be approved.

 This year is a short session with 45 days in the legislative session. They have limited amount of 
bills that the sponsors will be able to carry on their behalf. There are unlimited budget 
amendments.

 January 8, 2021 is when all the drafts will be amended.
 The advocacy partners are Virginia Municipal League, VaCO, Virginia First Cities and regional 

partners.
 Because of pandemic they will me doing virtual calls for meetings.

There was discussion among City Council and staff.

Patrice Elliot, Director of Finance, and Mrs. Adams-Jacobs gave the updated on the CAFR.

Key points:
 They are awaiting on an official planning letter from the auditors to speak on what actually 

needs to be completed between now and the end. 
 As a result of the pandemic the deadline original for November 30th has been pushed back to 

December 15th. 
 They are still on track to issue the CAFR this year. 
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 Last week they were able to make available to the preaudit and audit staff balance as a result of 
soft closing the year. They are moving forward with the audit plan.

There was discussion among staff.

Ms. Elliot stated that other than the CAFR the City is moving along with the banking relationship

c. ARWA Presentation

Robert Wilson, Executive Director for the Appomattox River Water Authority and South-Central 
Wastewater Authority, gave a presentation on updates from ARWA.

Key points:
 There are five incorporating subdivisions. They are the City of Petersburg, Colonial Heights, 

Chesterfield, Dinwiddie and Prince George. 
 He subdivision has a percent ownership in the plan. The City of Petersburg has the most 

ownership in the plan. The City has 52%.
 Comparative Revenue Capacity – The City ranks in the top 3% which is considered high stress.
 Revenue Effort – The City ranks in the top 6% which is considered high stress for this factor. 
 Fiscal Stress- The City has an index greater than 100 (103.71) that is considered high stress.
 The State has a grant assistance program, Water Quality Improvement Fund (WQIF), that 

provides qualifying grants for certain wastewater processes that reduce nutrients, nitrogen and 
phosphorous, in the effluent.

 They worked through the details to determine what would be grant eligible in the proposed $124 
million project. We determined the portions of the project that qualified for grant funding did not 
reduce the matching share, also known as the “local share”, to a level that was adorable for the 
five incorporating subdivisions to fund. The City would be responsible for 52.5% of the project 
cost.

 After the completion of the VE, they submitted the PER, VE, and grant application to the DEQ 
for review.

 For the current fiscal year FY21, there is no additional financial impact. The current budget 
includes operating expenses for the plan and capital expenses for the nutrient project. The City 
of Petersburg’s estimated annual debt service is already built into the rates. 

 They estimated a local share of $35 million for a 25-year borrowing at 4%. This is what the City 
is currently paying for their portion of the rates. The cash they have accumulated to date is 
paying for the engineering, approximately $3 million.

 The design will take approximately 15 to 18 months followed by approximately three years of 
construction. They anticipate construction to be completed September 2025.

There was discussion among City Council and Mr. Wilson.

COVID-19 Update

Ms. Tyus gave an update on COVID-19.

Key points:
 The City of Petersburg has had 851 cases and 720 of those cases are negative at this point.
 The percentage of positives are going down.
 Death toll is at a stable level even though any level is not good.
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Ms. Tyus stated that they launched the second round of the small business program. She stated that 
the applications are online and any business in the City of Petersburg that is registered with the department of 
the revenue will receive notification of this. She stated that the application is on the website and they are live. 
She stated that those businesses from the first round are grandfathered in the second round. 

There was discussion among City Council and staff.

d. Petersburg Legends Historical Park and Nature Sanctuary Mural Project – Call for Artists

Ms. Tyus gave information on the mural project.

Key points:
 All of council has a draft packet in front of them regarding the mural project that needs approval.
 With council’s approval they will put out a call for artist for the Petersburg Legends Historical 

Park and Nature Sanctuary Mural Project.
 The picture on the front is what the mural will look like. 
 The dimensions and proposed budget are in the packet as well.
 The artist will be responsible for their material

There was discussion among council and staff.

Council Member Hill made a motion to move forward with the Petersburg Legends Historical Park and 
Nature Sanctuary Mural Project and soliciting the RFP for artist to participate. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Cuthbert. There was discussion on the motion. The motion was approved on roll call.  On roll 
call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham; Voting No: Wilson-Smith

10. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (to include minutes of previous meeting/s)
 

a. Consideration of an appropriation for VRA Series 2015A Utility Revenue Bond for FY 2021 
Utility Capital Projects in the amount of $3,620,000 – 1st Reading 

b. Consideration of Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy Grant Acceptance and 
Appropriation in the amount of $254,500 – 1st Reading

c. Consideration of Edward Byrne JAG Grant Acceptance and Appropriation for $26,589– 1st 
Reading

d. A request to schedule a public hearing and to consider a petition to rezone 550 and 601 Rives 
Road from A to M-1.

e. A request to schedule a public hearing and to consider a petition to rezone 235, 243, 247 Hinton 
Street from R-3 to PUD.

f. A request to schedule  a public hearing to consider an ordinance authorizing the City Manager 
to approve the reduction of site plan review and land distribution permit fees when offset by in-
kind staffing augmentation, in an amount not to exceed 30 percent of the total fees.

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Myers. The motion was approved on roll call.  On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-
Smith, Myers, Hill, Hart and Parham; Absent: Smith-Lee

11. OFFICIAL PUBLIC HEARINGS:

a. A public hearing and consideration of an ordinance to amend Section 42-3 of the City Code to 
increase the courthouse security fee from $10 to $20.
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BACKGROUND: Effective July 1, 2020, Section 53.1-120 of the Code of Virginia was amended to 
allow an increase in the maximum Courthouse Security fee from $10 to $20.  These funds are held by the City 
for appropriation to the Sheriff's Office for funding of courthouse security personnel, equipment, and other 
personal property used in connection with courthouse security. 

RECOMMENDATION: To adopt the ordinance. 

Anthony Williams, City Attorney, gave an update on the request and consideration of an ordinance to 
amend Section 42-3 of the City Code to increase the courthouse security fee from $10 to $20.

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed the public hearing.

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the ordinance amend Section 42-3 of the City Code to 
increase the courthouse security fee from $10 to $20. The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hart. The 
motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill and 
Hart; Absent: Smith-Lee; Abstain: Parham

20-ORD-46 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND RE-ADOPT SECTION 42-3 OF THE PETERSBURG CITY 
CODE PERTAINING TO ASSESSMENTS FOR COURTHOUSE SECURITY.

12. PUBLIC INFORMATION PERIOD: A public information period, limited in time to 30 minutes, shall be 
part of an Order of Business at each regular council meeting. Each speaker shall be a resident or 
business owner of the City and shall be limited to three minutes. No speaker will be permitted to speak 
on any item scheduled for consideration on the regular docket of the meeting at which the speaker is to 
speak.  The order of speakers, limited by the 30-minute time period, shall be determined as follows:

a) First, in chronological order of the notice, persons who have notified the Clerk no later than 
12:00 noon of the day of the meeting,

b) Second, in chronological order of their sign up, persons who have signed a sign-up sheet 
placed by the Clerk in the rear of the meeting room prior to the meeting.

Barb Rudolph, 1675 Mt. Vernon Street, stated, “Good afternoon Mayor and council. First of all can I 
remind you to please give out the call in number for any of the citizens who want to make a public comment but 
are not on zoom. I know that you normally give that number out. Thank you. I just wanted to comment again 
about the CARES Act CRF and projects that were identified in the second meeting in September. We heard 
from Ms. Tyus about the small business grant program. That sounds wonderful. Looking back at the 
information that provided in September. That was $700,000, was set aside for that. I understand that from the 
earlier meeting that the money for the schools Wi-Fi, I think is in play. As I look at the total amount of money 
that the City received, we still have over $4 million dollars of spending between now and December 30th that 
we are not getting any reports on what is going on. As I mentioned at the last meeting that it is disappointing. I 
hope that some members of council would also want to know more about this because it is a one-time 
opportunity to help not only the small businesses but the many individuals in the City who are struggling. With 
things like rent and mortgage and utilities. If you look at the surrounding communities, they are doing some 
very wonderful things for their individuals. I can mention to you that one that you can look up is Hopewell and 
one is Prince George. Also, in Prince George some of what they are doing is even people can apply for help 
with things like hair cuts or food delivery. When you look at things like that, they also benefit the businesses in 
the community. Because I am sure that the ones that they are using local merchants. So, it is kind of a 
symbiotic relationship there. Relative to Petersburg City employees, the plan that was presented was pretty 
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vague so it didn’t specifically talk about bonuses or anything that would be provided to any of the employees. 
Again, looking around the sate a number of localities are giving bonuses of one-time funding, appropriate use 
of this, to first responders. So, you will find that firefighter’s and police officers and the like are getting things 
like $2,000 bonuses. Off course that uses up a lot of money but since we don’t see much of this going on, I 
would suggest that the City get busy with that. I believe that our first responders have gone above and beyond. 
You know that the folks in Petersburg are stressed and hardworking as those in other localities. Please 
consider this. Thank you.”

Jonnesha Thompson, 1800 Boydton Plank Road, stated, “I am a new resident of Petersburg. And this 
is my first time listening to you all. And just based on your discussion and things that you touched base, I 
wanted to know if I am able to open up from the beginning to the end. I wanted to start with the three new 
businesses that opened last Friday. I noticed that you all did not touch base on individually naming them so we 
would know exactly who they are if they did not see the update that was Facebook for those that are not tech 
savvy. Also, towards the police being accredited, congratulations to them on their achievement. I also wanted 
to know what policies are they implementing to ensure the public’s safety and the children of the Petersburg 
City. Also, great job on the COVID-19 report. It was very well said and very well put presentation. Also, for your 
understanding with that piece why is it such a big argument with the mural. Why is it such a big debate? It 
should be just cut and concrete simple. I am sure that the people of the City of Petersburg would appreciate it. 
How about extra tutoring for the children that need your help in the schools. What is being done for that? Or 
extra programs for the children during the COVID-19. What is being implemented for them? And is it possible 
for there to have more assistance for children with special needs or young adults with a special need or 
anything in the mental health department that you guys can address? Also, can there be an update on the City 
parks? Like up to code. Because there are a lot of parks that most definitely need help in that department.”

13. BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL:

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “I had asked for a police report in reference to the crime in our 
City ne presented at this meeting. So, perhaps at the next meeting we can have one.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Yes ma’am. And I am marking it down to make sure that Chief Travis will do an 
update on what is happening in the City.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “Can you also revisit the gun buy back program in Petersburg 
with the Chief, please? And I had asked for the City Attorney to give a report and I see that he sent it this 
morning. So, thank you very much and I will need more time to look at it.”

Mr. Williams stated, “I will have presentation during my business report on that.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “Thank you so much. That’s all I have.”

Mayor Parham stated, “Councilman Myers do you have anything?”

Council Member Myers stated, “No, sir not at this time. But I do want to say thank you to everybody, 
Pastor Baugh, Mary Howard and Vice Mayor Hart. They came out to the stop the violence walk last Saturday 
and we had a great time. Thank you.”

Council Member Smith-Lee stated, “Yes, I just want to say on November 14th we are going to do a 
clean up on all the exits coming on and all the exits going off in the City of Petersburg. That is November 14th. 
That concludes my report.”
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Council Member Hill stated, “Good evening everyone again. I just want to highlight a couple of things. I 
know that the leaves are starting to fall now so I know that we will be coming out with the leave pickup very 
soon. I was in the yard all day picking up leaves, so I am pretty sure if mines falling it is falling everywhere else. 
We don’t want to get behind the eight ball. We did a good job last year, so I am looking forward to that coming 
out pretty soon if it is not out already. A few of my constituents called me about questions on billing. And we 
still have to hurry up and get that call center back up. I don’t know what that is going to look like we have to get 
that up ASAP because they call down there so many times and now, they are starting to call the council 
members. We have gone over this before, so we just need to take care of that. I would like to thank the staff 
who are extending in the gap once we do call them. I would prefer that they would be able to call down there to 
billing and collections and get someone and get a follow up after they get that individual. I got a phone call right 
before I came here that I will give to you Madam City Manager. A young lady called me about an issue with her 
billing. We really need to get a handle on that. Also, I want to thank Senator Morrisey for his comments in the 
paper on this past Sunday. I know that we are talking a lot about crime. I would like to ask the citizens that if 
they see something say something. Also, in talking with the chiefs and what have you it is amazing how a lot of 
people can be outside and see things of that nature and then sometimes cannot come forward and what have 
you. I am pretty sure that they try to talk behind the scenes. Bring people the justice who have done these 
awful crimes. And our police department I cannot say enough about them with doing much with little. We need 
to stand by them as much as we can. I thank the men and women that stand behind those badges. I want to 
also congratulate them on their accreditation. First time in history with the City of Petersburg being accredited. I 
want everyone to be safe with COVID because we are in the second wave with the dreadful pandemic. We 
need to be aware of large gatherings. I have been watching the local news as well as the national news. They 
have been talking about going into the holidays with Thanksgiving and Christmas. People come from all over to 
gather with family and friends. Let’s please be safe. Like the caller called in about the new businesses I would 
like to welcome them to economic development vitality of the City. And that’s all of my report. Thank you, 
members of council and residents.”

Vice Mayor Hart stated, “Yes. Good afternoon everyone. Thank you for listening and being part of this 
meeting today. Couple of things we have already gone over. As I said earlier, I really think we as a council 
need to give direction as to what we want this City to be. Also, one of my suggested items to Mr. Crocker last 
week is that we could take some trips outside of the City as a unit to see other places and what they are doing 
and what we can duplicate here. As Mrs. Rudolph suggested, we do have some money that can be used for 
certain things. I know she mentioned bonuses, but I feel that this can benefit the City also. We can take a field 
of some sort to see what is out there that we can duplicate in Petersburg and even make it better.”

Mayor Parham stated, “I just want to give Ms. Thompson that spoke today the name of the businesses 
that we had the ribbon cutting for on Friday. The first one was the Traveling Vine, which is a wine tasting bar 
down by Maria’s. The next one was Sweet Bliss Café which is a coffee shop and bakery that is located beside 
Alexander’s. And lastly Ta Bon Fry is right in the old Burnette’s Bakery. They took that on to have their 
southern cuisine restaurant there. So, a great day with three new businesses with quite crafty business owners 
that have some really innovative shops that they created. So, we encourage everyone to come out and support 
them.”

Vice Mayor Hart stated, “Yes. As a little piggyback on the walk on Saturday, one of the things that we 
got to hear was the young people and their frustration. So, I really think that we as council should look at the 
youth council or junior council. And get the young people involved in what is going on in Petersburg and what 
can happen in Petersburg if they are actually involved to keep them off the streets. So, that is all I have thank 
you.”

Mayor Parham stated, “Thank you. I also would like to thank Council Member Hill for spearheading the 
mural project at Legends Park. I just want everyone to know that on tomorrow I invite everyone to come down 
to an unveiling of a mural that was not done by the City and is not on City property. But it is down on the corner 
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of Bank and Madison Street. We will have the unveiling of Trey Songz mural for his new album ‘Back Home.’ 
So, he is back home in Petersburg and his record label paid for the mural to be and it is really an amazing 
piece of art down on the corner of Bank and Madison Street. So, I encourage everyone to come out tomorrow. 
We are looking at the unveiling of Trey Songz mural between 3pm-6pm tomorrow. So, we ask everyone to 
come out. We plan on having food trucks and a little music and a quick ceremony at the unveiling. Which is a 
beautiful piece of art to represent one of Petersburg’s own. And at this time Council Member Cuthbert is back 
and we are at the section of business and reports from council members. Council Member Cuthbert.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Three things. One I think we all had a good 
explanation today from Mr. Wilson as to why we have to stay on the good side of the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ). If they have that kind of control over this kind of obligation and they are making 
recommendations and making grants. But they appear to be the agency that is in charge of making that 
determination. And I think that is something that we need to keep in mind. It’s something that I was not aware 
until I heard Mr. Wilson’s presentation to not let the tweaking of the nose to DEQ. Second thing, when we have 
the public hearing on the rezoning of 550 and 601 Rives Road that is item 10d on the consent agenda, I would 
very much like, and I think council would very much like to have the details on any related development in 
Prince George that this rezoning would pave the way for. I understand and maybe my understanding is wrong, 
that the rezoning on Rives Road in Petersburg is only a portion of the entire project. I would like to know and I 
think council needs to know the details on what is going to go on the other side of the City line in terms of 
development in terms of economic opportunity that Petersburg opens up for Prince George. The third and last, 
I want to add my thanks to the thanks of the rest of council for Chief Miller’s great service to Petersburg. We 
will miss him, and I know that Chief Christian will do a superb job. He certainly has had a superb mentor. At the 
same time what Chief Miller brought to Petersburg was much higher standard of policing that I think we had 
been costumed to. And we are all very grateful to him for that. Just one example is getting the police to wear 
body cameras. And they are doing that, and they are using them. And it is helping to improve the quality of 
policing in Petersburg and potentially it is also opening the way of what the facts really are in the event 
something goes wrong. Thank you, Mr. Mayor, and thank you council and thank you chief Miller.”

14. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:

* No items for this portion of the agenda.

15. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

* No items for this portion of the agenda.

16. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Consideration of FY2020 carryover ($957,528.50) & FY2021 Appropriation ($1,499,291) for the 
Park and Ride Station Project.

BACKGROUND: On the March 5, 2019 City Council meeting, City Council adopted resolution 15-
R-64, which supported the submittal by the City of Petersburg of an application for grant funding to construct a 
Park and Ride Parking Structure adjacent to the City’s Transit Center located at 100 Washington Street. The 
total amount of the project was $8,000,000 with funding amounts spread across the following fiscal years:
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RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the City Council approves the total amount of 
$2,456,819.50 which consist of the FY 2020 carryover amount of $957,528.50 and the FY 2021 appropriation 
of $1,499,291. It should be noted that the $8,000,00 project is a Smart Scale project and costs are 100% 
reimbursable up to the $8,000,000 amount by the Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT).

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the ordinance that approves the total amount of 
$2,456,819.50 which consist of the FY 2020 carryover amount of $957,528.50 and the FY 2021 appropriation 
of $1,499,291. It should be noted that the $8,000,00 project is a Smart Scale project and costs are 100% 
reimbursable up to the $8,000,000 amount by the Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT). The 
motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hart.

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comment.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, 
Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham

20-ORD-47 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 FOR THE 
CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND.

b. Consideration of adoption of an ordinance for Virginia Department of Fire Programs – Aid to 
Locality in the amount of $118,079.

BACKGROUND: The City of Petersburg receives the Fire Programs Fund - Aid to Localities grant 
annually to assist with training and firefighting equipment. These funds are currently programmed for 
purchasing new personal protective gear, tools, and other related equipment.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend that Council accept and appropriate the Virginia Department 
of Fire Programs – Aid to Localities (ATL) amount of $118,079.00 for fiscal year 2020.

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve and appropriate the Virginia Department of Fire 
Programs – Aid to Localities (ATL) amount of $118,079.00 for fiscal year 2020. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Smith-Lee. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

Page 114 of 258



Minutes from the Petersburg City Council meeting held on                                October 20, 2020                 - 11 –
______________________________________________________________________________

*Audio available upon request.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, 
Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham 

20-ORD-48 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 FOR THE 
GRANTS FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $118,079.

c. Consideration of Library of Virginia COVID CARES Act subgrant appropriation ($36,312) for the 
Petersburg Public Library.

BACKGROUND: The Library of Virginia received funding from the CARES Act. The Library of 
Virginia has a goal to assist public libraries in responding to the coronavirus pandemic. The Petersburg Public 
Library applied for funds and was awarded $36,312. 

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends City Council approve the receipt and appropriation of 
the Library of Virginia COVID CARES Act subgrant to the Petersburg Public Library.

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve and appropriate the Library of Virginia COVID CARES 
Act subgrant to the Petersburg Public Library. The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, 
Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham 

20-ORD-49 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 FOR THE 
GRANTS FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $36,312.

d. Consideration of Virginia Tourism Corporation DMO WanderLOVE Grant appropriation 
($10,000) for Petersburg Tourism.

BACKGROUND: The Virginia Tourism Corporation (VTC) offered this grant program for communities to 
apply for relief and assistance in response to travel marketing during Covid-19.
Use of this grant funding will focus on activities for Petersburg visitors to explore historic neighborhoods and 
learn about Petersburg's historic sites while following safety guidelines outlined by the CDC. Following grant 
guidelines provided by the VTC, self-guided walking and driving tours will explore historic personalities from 
the past during different periods of history. Some of the topics include African American heritage and 
Presidents of the United States who've visited Petersburg; with an additional focus on many lesser-known 
individuals who made important contributions to the community and the nation.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council authorize appropriation of the funds as 
allocated and certified.

Council Member Myers made a motion to approve and appropriate the funds as allocated and certified 
in the amount of $10,000. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.
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Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

There was discussion among City Council and staff. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll 
call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham 

20-ORD-50 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 FOR THE 
GRANTS FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,000.

e. Consideration of Center for Tech and Civic Life grant appropriation ($81,889.50) for the 
Registrar’s Office.

BACKGROUND: The Registrar's Office received grant funding from the Center for Tech and Civic 
Life in the amount of $81,889.50. These funds are to be used exclusively for the public purpose of planning 
and operationalizing safe and secure election administration in Petersburg. 

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends City Council approve the appropriation of the Center 
for Tech and Civic Life grant funds. 

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve and appropriate of the Center for Tech and Civic Life 
grant funds. The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed public comments.

There was discussion among City Council. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, 
voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham 

20-ORD-51 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 FOR THE 
GRANTS FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $81,899.50.

f. Consideration of re/appointment to the Virginia Gateway Region.

BACKGROUND: Virginia’s Gateway Region is a private, nonprofit organization that is funded new 
business opportunities, work with existing businesses, advance resources that will enhance the economic 
viability of the region, and foster regional cooperation among the public and private entities that are involved in 
economic development activities.

Virginia’s Gateway Region includes the Cities of Colonial Heights, Hopewell and Petersburg and the 
Counties of Chesterfield, Dinwiddie, Prince George, Surry and Sussex.

Each member jurisdiction appoints one (1) local elected official and one (1) local business 
representative to the Board of Directors.

RECOMMENDATION: Reappointment Mayor Samuel Parham and Craig Richards.

Council Member Cuthbert made a motion to reappoint Mayor Samuel Parham and Craig Richards to 
Virginia Gateway Region. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. The motion was approved on roll 
call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham 
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20-R-59 A RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING MAYOR SAMUEL PARHAM AND CRAIG RICHARDS TO 
VIRGINIA GATEWAY REGION.

 17. CITY MANAGER’S AGENDA:

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Just a quick note to council. A couple of people asked where are we with 
CARES funding. We will present an update at the next meeting on where we are in expending the fund 
allocated. One of the questions that often come up in fact I got an email today from the City of Hopewell 
regarding hazard pay and other supplemental pay for employees who have worked during the virus time. 
There were questions on the legality on whether or not hazard pay can be given across the board. So, what we 
are proposing to do is once we get full legal clarity on how to do this properly we will bring it back and discuss it 
with council so that you will be aware of the proposed process. We do know that for example that our 
neighbors in Colonial Heights initially started the process of hazard pay. They actually were the ones that 
shared with us that they received later clarification from the Department of Treasurer that said that hazard pay 
across the board is not allowable. There are cities that made decisions to do across the board and they eat the 
cost. It is not reimbursable to this grant and that is a decision that I will bring to council before we go forward 
with any other decisions. We have not forgot those first responders and health care workers who are on the 
front line but to also know that in dealing and handling the CARES Act funding, although it sounds like it is 
easy to use we must use it for allowable expenses. We are constantly going back and forth, and we receive 
updates and guidelines on a weekly basis of what can and cannot be attributed to it. We are well on our way in 
expending the funds by December 30th and working with the schools and other parties in making sure that59 
things that are eligible are covered. We are also trying to make sure that we do not overreach in our 
expenditure project.”

18. BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM THE CLERK:

* No items for this portion of the agenda.

19. BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM CITY ATTORNEY: 

Mr. Williams gave a presentation on boards and commissions.

Key points:
 There is no law that he can recommend or say that would help with boards and commission 

process. But helped former locality with the selection process.
 Need to identify the concerns that the City has with boards and commission process.
 Need to look at why City has boards and commissions in the first place and how they help the 

City.
 Boards and Commission provide advice to council, conduit for reviewing issues before 

presented to council, provide opportunities for citizen participation in government, provide 
limited free manpower services, provide training ground and opportunities to identify future City 
leaders.

 Some boards appoint people because of their position in the government. 
 Some boards are inactive.
 The Clerk of Council manages appointment process in maintaining a list of boards and 

commissions, maintaining a list of current appointees and their term expiration, identify 
vacancies, advertise the vacancies in the newspaper, receives the applications, distributes the 
applications to council and places the appointments on council agenda for consideration.

 Boards and commissions members represent City Council and City Council represents the 
citizens. 
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 Application needs to be revamped.
 There is no input from council prior to presentation of application for consideration.
 No formal interview process for candidates. 
 No training process for members and no orientation for new members.
 There is no annual review process to evaluate service of board and commission members.
 With boards and commission process need to focus on recruitment, evaluation, appointment, 

training and retention.

There was discussion among City Council and staff.

Council Member Cuthbert made a motion that City Council direct the City Manager to consider all 
available information including the information gathered by the City Attorney and then recommend a 
comprehensive process for recruiting and appointing members of the boards and commissions and report 
those recommendations to council at the regular meeting in December. The motion was seconded by Vice 
Mayor Hart.  There was discussion among City Council.

Council Member Wilson-Smith made a substitute motion to table discussion and look at the report at 
the first meeting in November. The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers. The motion was 
approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart 
and Parham 

Mayor Parham stated, “We have an item here from our Sheriff Vanessa Crawford. She has a resolution 
here that she would like for us to consider.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Two comments. One, bringing this forward today and voting on it 
violates our Rules of Council Section 1. Only those proposed ordinances and resolutions that have been 
presented by the clerk on the docket of the meeting shall be considered for action at such meeting. That did 
not happen so I think that this should be tabled until I November meeting and I am delighted to address it at 
that time. But I would point this out that if anyone in this room cares or anyone hearing this care about the 
Black Lives Matter cause, you will vote this down. Okay. And in fact, you might well consider when it comes 
back to us in November in changing the verb in the now therefore be it resolved paragraph at the very end. So 
that paragraph one says that ‘that the City of Petersburg supports the doctrine of qualified immunity and 
supports the division of judicial doctrine of qualified immunity and urges the City delegation to the general 
assembly to support such effort.’ Because we need to water down the judicial created doctrine of qualified 
immunity that now protects grossly negligent police from any liability. I have been in the trenches on this and I 
know what I am talking about. And the Supreme Court of Virginia has made the definition of gross negligence 
so strict and so difficult to meet that police get away with, you fill in the blank. So, this is exactly what we do not 
want to do if we care at all about the Black Lives Matter movement. I am constantly amazed that the Black 
Lives Matter movement does not focus on what is really going to make a difference. And what is going to make 
a difference is watering down and getting rid of this judicially created doctrine of qualified immunity. The last 
thing that we want to do is to support the doctrine of judicial qualified immunity. This is created out of thin air by 
the judges of the Supreme Court of Virginia. It never been through the legislation. And it was wrong to create it 
in the first place, but we have got to live with it. And the last thing that we want to do is to tighten up the portal 
so that it is even more difficult to sue for bad police actions. So, this is a bad resolution and when it comes 
back before us in November, I hope that each of us will vote it down and better yet reverse what it asks for. 
And instead ask the General Assembly to narrow the definition and application of qualified immunity. Thank 
you, Mr. Mayor.”

20. ADJOURNMENT:

City Council adjourned at 3:26 p.m. 
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_________________________
 Clerk of City Council

APPROVED:          
_________________________
Mayor
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The regular meeting of the Petersburg City Council was held on Tuesday, May 19, 2020, in live stream.  Mayor 
Parham called the meeting to order at 12:10p.m.

1. ROLL CALL:
Present:

 
 Council Member Charles H. Cuthbert, Jr
 Council Member W. Howard Myers 
 Council Member Annette Smith-Lee 
 Council Member Darrin Hill
 Vice Mayor John A. Hart, Sr
 Mayor Samuel Parham

Absent: Council Member Treska Wilson-Smith

Present from City Administration: 
City Manager Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides 
City Attorney Anthony C. Williams 
Clerk of Council Nykesha D. Jackson 

2. PRAYER:
 

Mayor Parham stated, “Councilman Hill will lead us in our opening prayer.”

Council Member Hill led the council meeting in prayer.

3. CLOSED SESSION:

a. A motion to convene in closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(7) of the Code of Virginia for 
the purpose of receiving legal advice and status update from the City Attorney and legal 
consultation regarding the subject of special legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice 
by the city Attorney and matters of actual or probable litigation specifically including but not 
limited to matters requiring legal advice by the City Attorney.

Council Member Hill moved that the City Council go into closed session for the purposes noted by 
Mayor Parham. The motion was seconded by Council Member Smith-Lee.  There was no discussion on the 
motion, which was approved on roll call vote.  

On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Smith-Lee, Myers, Hill, Hart and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith

City Council entered closed session at 12:13a.m. 

CERTIFICATION:

Mr. Williams stated, “The Mayor would entertain a motion to conclude the closed session called this 
evening to certify in accordance with §2.2-3712 that the Code of Virginia that to the best of each members 
knowledge that only public business matter lawfully exempted from the opening meeting requirements were 
discussed and that only such public business matters were identified in the motion by which the closed 
meeting was convened, heard, discussed or considered. If any member believes that there was a departure 
from the foregoing requirements should so state prior to the vote indicating the substance for departure that in 
his or her judgment has taken place. This requires a roll call vote Mr. Mayor.”
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Council Member Myers made a motion to return City Council into open session and certify the purposes 
of the closed session.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. There was no discussion on the 
motion.

The motion was approved on roll call vote.

On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith and 
Hart

20-R-25 A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING, AS REQUIRED BY THE CODE OF VIRGINIA, SECTION 2.2-
3712, THAT TO THE BEST OF EACH MEMBER’S KNOWLEDGE, ONLY PUBLIC BUSINESS 
MATTERS LAWFULLY EXEMPTED FROM OPEN MEETING REQUIREMENTS OF VIRGINIA 
LAW WERE DISCUSSED IN THE CLOSED SESSION, AND ONLY SUCH PUBLIC 
BUSINESS MATTERS AS WERE IDENTIFIED IN THE MOTION CONVENING THE CLOSED 
SESSION WERE HEARD, DISCUSSED, OR CONSIDERED.

City Council returned to opened session at 1:49 p.m.

Mayor Parham stated, “At this time I would entertain a motion to direct the City Attorney to present our 
next meeting of legal opinion with respect with the health commissioner’s letter and ask the City Manager to 
provide a report on the financial impacts of the order of the Commonwealth.”

Council Member Myers made a motion to direct the City Attorney to present our next meeting of legal 
opinion with respect with the health commissioner’s letter and ask the City Manager to provide a report on the 
financial impacts of the order of the Commonwealth. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. There 
was no discussion on the motion.  The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: 
Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham; Absent: Wilson-Smith

4. MOMENT OF SILENCE:

Mayor Parham led the meeting into the moment of silence.

5. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Mayor Parham led council and the citizens in the pledge of allegiance.

6. DETERMINATION OF THE PRESENCE OF A QUORUM:

A quorum was determined with the presence of all City Council Members.

Mayor Parham stated, “Good Afternoon Everyone. I want to start by thanking you all again for your 
patience and understanding with this adjusted setup for City Council Meetings. You are truly appreciated. For 
our Positive Petersburg moment: I want to give everyone a little information about COVID-19 testing that is 
available in Petersburg. Ms. Tyus will be giving more information on this later in the agenda, but I did want to 
take the time to mention that testing is available now by appointment only. Testing is available on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9am-12pm. To register and be pre-screened for testing, you must call 804-
862-8989. As we continue to battle this virus and work toward the protection of our community members, I 
want you all to remained informed about the resources that are available to help prevent the spread of COVID-
19.  
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7. PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS/PRESENTATION OF CEREMONIAL PROCLAMATIONS:

No items for this portion of the agenda.

8. REPORTS/RESPONSES TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC INFORMATION PERIOD:

Folakemi Osoba, Public Information Period, read comments and responses from previous public 
information.

a. City Council Meeting Questions & Answers – April 28th Meeting

1. Will the City look at updating the billing and collections software?
Currently, the City does not have immediate plans to update the billing and collections software.

2. Will the City still commit to its promises made when matching grants? Examples could be the Library 
addition, the gateway, or the exchange building grant.
These will be managed on a case-by-case basis considering the current fiscal restraints.

3. Will the City address its top-heavy budget? 
Several reductions have been made in leadership and the current organizational structure has been 
vetted and approved. 

4. Has the city looked at applying for FEMA Grants for the reconstruction or rehabilitation of the fire 
departments? Can we require department heads to search for grant funding before addressing the city? 
Not at this time. 

5. Will the blight survey continue? 
Yes, more information will follow pertaining to this matter. 

6. Will the City look at using other jail facilities to cut back on jail costs?
The current agreement does not allow for this option. 

9. COMMUNICATIONS/SPECIAL REPORTS:

a. Presentations of the General Fund Revenue Manual

BACKGROUND: The General Fund accounts for 70% of the Operating Budget for the City of 
Petersburg and understanding the revenues within is extremely crucial. The turnover of staff within the budget 
and finance areas of the City of Petersburg has been an ongoing issue, so developing the revenue manual will 
allow for the learning curve for new staff to be less steep than it has been in the past. The Revenue Manual will 
serve as a guide for staff, City Council, and citizens alike. 

RECOMMENDATION: Receive the presentation of the Revenue Manual.

Robert Floyd, Director of Budget, and Procurement gave a briefing of the General Fund Revenue 
Manual.

Key points:
 The Budget & Procurement office will post this document to its departmental page on the City of 

Petersburg’s website.
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 Staff has already begun the process of creating revenue manual funds within the City of 
Petersburg’s Operating Budget.

There was discussion among City Council and staff.

b. Presentation of the City of Petersburg’s FY 2021 Capital Budget & 5-Year Capital Plan

BACKGROUND: The City of Petersburg has not had a comprehensive Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP) prepared since FY 2017 which was done by the Robert Bobb Group. This is essential item that will assist 
the City of Petersburg with preparing for its future. Over the past several years the City has worked hard to 
improve its financial position. FY17 & FY18 audits have been completed thereby increasing the City’s bond 
rating. Currently the FY19 audit is in progress. 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend that Council review the FY2021 Capital Budget & FY 2021-
2025 CIP.

Randall Williams, Assistant Director of Capital Budgeting, gave a PowerPoint Presentation.

Key points:
 There are a limited number of Capital projects in the FY2021 & FY2022 due to the national 

COVID-19 pandemic & uncertainty of revenue streams.
 Many of the projects contained in the presentation are not new but over the years they have 

been pushed out for several years.
 The City’s credit rating will continue to improve as a result of the FY19 & FY20 audits which will 

improve the City’s ability to borrow in the future.
 The timing of projects can be moved (forward or back) based on new and more accurate 

information in the future.
 The Wilcox Lake-Hydroturf project will be performed in FY2022.

There was discussion among City Council and staff.

c. A Presentation regarding the Coronavirus Pandemic Response and allocations of Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG-CV) Funds.

Darnetta Tyus, Deputy City Manager, gave an update on the CDBG-CV Funds.

Key points:
 Testing is being done in Petersburg and they are partnership with the Department of Health and 

workforce development.
 The Equity Health Pilot Program was most recently implemented in Richmond and will move to 

Petersburg for next phase.
 The purpose of this program is to coordinate the distribution of Personal Protective Equipment 

(PPE) to Petersburg’s most vulnerable areas.

There was discussion among City Council and staff.

10. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (to include minutes of previous meeting/s)
 

a. Minutes of Petersburg City Council Meetings: February 18, 2020 and April 14, 2020, Special 
Closed Session Minutes

b. Consideration of an appropriation Aid, Relief, and Economic Recovery Act (CARES) Federal 
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Transportation Administration funding for FY20 operating expenditures – 1st Reading 

Council Member Myers made a motion to approve the consent agenda and to schedule the public 
hearing for June 2, 2020. The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hart. There was no discussion on the 
motion. The motion was approved on roll call.  On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, 
Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham

11. OFFICIAL PUBLIC HEARINGS:

a. A public hearing for an amendment to the Tourism and Economic Development sections of the 
City of Petersburg Comprehensive Plan.

BACKGROUND: The City of Petersburg has an adopted Comprehensive Plan in accordance with 
the Code of Virginia Section 15.2-2223. In accordance with the Code of Virginia, the adopted Comprehensive 
Plan is general in nature and shows long-range recommendations for the general development of the City.

The current adopted City of Petersburg Comprehensive Plan does not include language regarding 
hospitality businesses, which are assets necessary to address tourism, business and resident demand for 
guest rooms and banquet facilities. The proposed amendment identified the need for such businesses in the 
Comprehensive Plan.

During the May 13, 2020, meeting of the City of Petersburg Planning Commission, the Commission 
unanimously approved the amendments and the recommendation to forward the item to the City Council for 
consideration.

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the City Council adopts the ordinance amending 
the Tourism and Economic Development sections of the City of Petersburg Comprehensive Plan.

Carthan Currin, Director of Economic Development, gave a briefing on the amendment to the Tourism 
and Economic Development sections of the City of Petersburg Comprehensive Plan.

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed the public hearing. 

Council Member Myers made a motion adopt and change the zoning from A-Agriculture to M-2 Heavy 
Industrial at 2100 Defense Road. The motion was seconded by Council Member Smith-Lee. The motion was 
approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham; 
Abstain: Cuthbert

20-ORD-18 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PETERSBURG CITY COUNCIL AMENDING THE CITY 
OF PETERSBURG COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.

b. A public hearing for the proposed allocation of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
funds for the program year 2020-2021 and Fiscal Year 2021.

BACKGROUND: The City of Petersburg is a U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) entitlement jurisdiction. As an entitlement jurisdiction, the City 
receives annual funding from the CDBG program directly. To receive the funds, the City is required to submit a 
Consolidated Plan that specifies the proposed uses of the funds to be received in the Program Year 2020-
2021. CDBG Funds may be used to address one or more of the three national objectives: 1. Benefit of low- 

Page 124 of 258



Minutes from the Petersburg City Council meeting held on                                May 19, 2020                 - 6 –
______________________________________________________________________________

*Audio available upon request.

and moderate-income persons, 2. Aid in the prevention or removal of blight or 3. Urgent needs.

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the City Council approves the proposed allocation 
of Community Development Block Grant funds for FY 2020-2021.

Reginald Tabor, Interim Director of Planning and Community Development, and Cathy Parker, CDBG 
Coordinator, gave a briefing on the proposed allocation of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Marcus Squires, 1701 Monticello Street, stated, “I was aware that we have a Community Development 
Block Grant Advisory Board. I see that there is only one member at this time. I have not seen any meetings 
that have been listed on the City’s website. I am just wondering how these funds are being selected. Thank 
you.”

Barb Rudolph, 1675 Mt. Vernon Street, stated that the information from the prior budget are not in the 
current budget that is presented today and that she is trying to piece it together. She stated that she is trying to 
figure where the City goes regarding the funding.

Scott Fisher, Downtown Churches United, stated that he would like to express his gratitude to City 
Council.  He stated that the money is well used and that he has been helping Tami Yerby to provide groceries 
to the seniors this year.”

Seeing no further hands, Mayor Parham closed the public hearing. 

There was discussion among City Council Members and staff.

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the proposed allocation of Community Development 
Block Grant funds for FY 2020-2021. The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hart. The motion was approved 
on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham; Abstain: 
Cuthbert

c. Consideration of authorization to execute a Development Agreement regarding the development 
of the Harbor Area and amend the ordinance previously adopted.

BACKGROUND: The City received a proposal from Waukeshaw Development, Inc. whose 
Principal is Dave McCormack, to purchase parcels of property owned by the City of Petersburg, and bounded 
by River Street to the South, Joseph Jenkins Roberts St to the West, the Harbor to the North, and Interstate 95 
to the East, including the following City-owned properties:
Parcel
ID

Property
Address

Size Zoning Acquisition

011-
020006

275 River Street 2.64 
ac

M-2 12/16/1988

011-
020002

209 
Rear

River Street 1.01 
ac

M-2 02/25/1987

011-
020004

209 River Street .06 ac M-2 12/16/1988

011-
030001

429 Fifth Street .73 ac R-4 06/14/1991

012-
010001

433 River Street .67 ac M-2
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011-
020801

501 Second 
Street

.30 ac M-2 5/31/1995

011-
040002

236 River Street .17 ac M-2 12/16/1988

011-
040003

240 River St .55 ac M-2 04/15/2014

Portions of the parcels are within the floodway of the Appomattox River and the remainder of the parcels is 
within the floodplain. A 2015 appraisal of five of the properties estimates the value of five of the properties at 
$20,000. The proposed purchase price is $100,000.

There are major water and sewer lines beneath the surface of the property and associated vents above grade. 
Easements will be required to provide access to the infrastructure.

The proposed use for the property is an outdoor event space. The proposed use is in conformance with the 
Zoning, M-2.

The Development Agreement includes the final scope, budget, source and uses of funding, and construction 
schedule for the development.

Following a public hearing, the City Council previously adopted Ordinance 19-ORD-52 authorizing the City 
Manager to execute a Purchase Agreement. A reference to a lease was included in the Ordinance and should 
be removed, which is proposed in this ordinance.

Following a due diligence period, the Development Agreement was drafted and is presented for City Council 
consideration.

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the City Council considers authorizing the City 
Manager to execute the development agreement for the development of the City-owned property referred to as 
the Harbor Area on the south side of the Appomattox River.

The City Council held a public hearing on October 15, 2019, and subsequently adopted an ordinance 
authorizing the City Manager to execute a purchase agreement and proceed with the sale of City-owned 
property in accordance with applicable legal requirements.

Carthan Currin, Director of Economic Development, gave a brief overview of the request for 
consideration of authorizing the City Manager to execute the development agreement for the development of 
the City-owned property referred to as the Harbor Area on the south side of the Appomattox River.

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Marcus Squires, 1701 Monticello Street, stated, “Are there any architectural rendering of the proposed 
for development? I did not see any. Thank you for your time.”

Dave McCormack, developer, stated, “We do not have any permanent structures going on the property. 
So, we are going to address each festival and band as it come. Where the bathroom goes and temporary 
stage, we will put in them where it accommodates the flow and size of the event.”

Seeing no further hands, Mayor Parham closed the public hearing.

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Mr. Mayor I would like to go into closed session to discuss the 
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disposition of City owned property. I had a meeting yesterday and I would like to explain to council the subsidy 
of that meeting.”

Council Member Cuthbert moved that the City Council go into closed session for the purposes noted by 
him. The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hart.  There was no discussion on the motion, which was 
approved on roll call vote.  

On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham 

Mr. Williams stated that council would entertain a motion under Section §2.2-3711(A)(1) of the Code of 
Virginia for the purpose of discussion of the disposition of City owned property where discussion in open 
meeting would affect the bargaining position of the City. 

Council Member Myers made a motion to go into closed session for the reasons noted by the City 
Attorney. The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hart. There was no discussion on the motion, which was 
approved on roll call vote.  

On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham 

City Council entered closed session at 4:05 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION:

Mr. Williams stated, “The Mayor would entertain a motion to conclude the closed session called this 
evening to certify in accordance with §2.2-371 that the Code of Virginia that to the best of each members 
knowledge that only public business matter lawfully exempted from the opening meeting requirements were 
discussed and that only such public business matters were identified in the motion by which the closed 
meeting was convened, heard, discussed or considered. If any member believes that there was a departure 
from the foregoing requirements should so state prior to the vote indicating the substance for departure that in 
his or her judgment has taken place. This requires a roll call vote Mr. Mayor.”

Council Member Hill made a motion to return City Council into open session and certify the purposes of 
the closed session.  The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hart. There was no discussion on the motion.

The motion was approved on roll call vote.

On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill, Smith-Lee, Hart, and Parham

20-R-26 A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING, AS REQUIRED BY THE CODE OF VIRGINIA, SECTION 2.2-
3712, THAT TO THE BEST OF EACH MEMBER’S KNOWLEDGE, ONLY PUBLIC BUSINESS 
MATTERS LAWFULLY EXEMPTED FROM OPEN MEETING REQUIREMENTS OF VIRGINIA 
LAW WERE DISCUSSED IN THE CLOSED SESSION, AND ONLY SUCH PUBLIC 
BUSINESS MATTERS AS WERE IDENTIFIED IN THE MOTION CONVENING THE CLOSED 
SESSION WERE HEARD, DISCUSSED, OR CONSIDERED.

City Council returned to opened session at 4:18 p.m.

Council Member Cuthbert made a motion to authorize the City Manager to execute the development 
agreement for the development of the City-owned property referred to as the Harbor Area on the south side of 
the Appomattox River and to extend the due diligence period called for in the development agreement. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Myers. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, 
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voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham

12. PUBLIC INFORMATION PERIOD: A public information period, limited in time to 30 minutes, shall be 
part of an Order of Business at each regular council meeting. Each speaker shall be a resident or 
business owner of the City and shall be limited to three minutes. No speaker will be permitted to speak 
on any item scheduled for consideration on the regular docket of the meeting at which the speaker is to 
speak.  The order of speakers, limited by the 30-minute time period, shall be determined as follows:

a) First, in chronological order of the notice, persons who have notified the Clerk no later than 
12:00 noon of the day of the meeting,

b) Second, in chronological order of their sign up, persons who have signed a sign-up sheet 
placed by the Clerk in the rear of the meeting room prior to the meeting.

Gary Talley, 2323 Fort Rice Street, stated that the interpreter cannot hear and that he cannot see the 
entire video. He stated that they need to figure out a way to make this more acceptable.  He stated that he 
would like to know how many consultants were hire and at what cost. He stated that if the City hired more 
qualified people that they would do there job instead of hiring people that will not do their job. He stated that he 
asked this question before and never got a response but why are their four attractions signs that are blank. He 
also asked when will the St. Andrews Street be completed. He stated that the bridge has been down for about 
15 years.

Marcus Squires, 1701 Monticello Street, stated that there was property on Pocahontas Island that was 
demolished. He stated that because of the historicalness of the property why didn’t the City step in and stop 
the demolition. He stated that the property was assessed at $14,000. He stated that funding could have came 
in to stabilize the property and fulfill the complete renovation of the house. He stated that he hopes that the 
City can learn from their mistakes. He stated that the next structure that he is concerned about is the Martin 
Luther king, Jr safehouse. He stated that it is currently a blighted structure. He stated that the City really needs 
to look at the history.

Barb Rudolph, 1675 Mt. Vernon Street, stated that billing and collections problem is that there is still a 
persistent problem with the billing. She stated that it is a problem with delinquent taxes. She stated that she is 
proud of all projects but if they can take the brain power and put it towards billing and collections. She stated 
that it would be a great deal and help for the citizens of Petersburg.

13. BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL:

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Thank you very much Councilman Hill. I was glad to see a reference 
in the standard operating procedures being worked on by City staff and then being brought back to council for 
their consideration. By mistake periodically, it seems that we have easements of access to egress and ingress. 
And it has happened at least twice since I have been on council. We voted on ignoring our obligations to 
protect land that has been transferred to us by the national park service at our last meeting. And I voted with it. 
Madam City Manager when would you suspect that standard operating procedure being brought back to 
council?”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Given that we have had a change in the leadership in the planning department, 
I would like to bring it back as soon as possible. I would like to identify those locations. And as we talk about 
North Avenue and we found out that it was the back portion of someone house. Mr. Lyons stated that June 16th 
we will bring it back. So, we will bringing that back in June and I hope that by then we would have identified 
them. Because part of that is not knowing and I do not like not knowing things.”
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Council Member Cuthbert stated, “I agree with that. We have to control what we are obligated to protect 
and how we are going to protect it. Great. Also, thank you for the general fund governing manual and the 
explanation in agenda item 9a. That in my mind is very smart management and I thank you for that and anyone 
else that contributed to that. I tried to go to billing and collections yesterday and it is not open to the public. We 
cannot just walk in. Do you know what your date is for opening that? I ask that because I went to billing and 
collections and I then went to the post office. The post office has some type of plastic protection between the 
public and the cashier. And it seems to me that if the post office can do that then we can do it also. Especially 
given our sensitivity about maintaining our revenue streams.”

Mrs. Benavides stated, “So, I have a Monday call with the surrounding jurisdictions. All of the 
jurisdictions public facilities are closed to the public until further notice. We do have an outside window and 
with that exception we may be able to reopen. We are waiting on this phase approach on how City government 
is reopening. The reason that we talked about it is that we do not want to get one City saying that Petersburg 
opened up and why you are not. And that has been part of the determination. I am looking at June as far as the 
opening for the public. There is a lot of work that needs to be done. I am pretty sure that it will not take much 
for Monte and his staff to have it open by next week for the window outside at the main building. Our goal is to 
use the dropbox for payments. If they have questions, then you need to have a center.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Thank you very much Mr. Mayor.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “At the last meeting I thought that we had decided to cover the 
subject of continuity of governance at this meeting. So, are we going to address that or is that off the table?”

Mayor Parham stated, “I think that it is going to be at the next meeting. It is not on this meeting. So, I 
think Mr. Williams stated that he is checking now, and he will get back with you.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “Okay thank you. That is all that I have.”

Council Member Smith-Lee stated, “I have nothing. I just appreciate council. We try very hard to do the 
right thing. Just asking everybody to stay save. That’s it.”

Council Member Myers stated, “I just want to say to everybody to stay safe. If you do not have to be out 
stay in.”

Council Member Hill stated, “I have a couple of items. I addressed this to Ms. Tyus regarding the grass 
cutting and the sidewalks. We need to address that now. I know that it is raining now. So, vegetation is growing 
all over the sidewalks in the City of Petersburg. Not just down in old town but up Washington Street. I know 
that we do have some contracts that I gave back in. But I know that we have public works that can get weed 
eaters and go through and take care of that. Also, on the matter dealing with, I asked several months ago with 
painting the stripes on the street so that it can go with the new facility on Sycamore Street. That we freshen up 
those parking lots so that people can see exactly their parking. I would like to see that addressed soon also. I 
think we are going back to the bulk trash. You can put your bulk trash on the curb. So, coordinate with you time 
of your trash pickup. I know that we went through a period when we couldn’t pick up our trash and we had to 
take it to the dumpster ourselves. I really want to do a special thanks to the staff and to council. During the last 
five weeks I have been over at Fort Lee working for the government until the governor just opened up the 
businesses. And one thing that I did get from interacting with the soldiers over there, most of you all know that I 
do own a barber and beauty salon, is that they were talking about how they love the City of Peterburg and how 
nice it is and how nice the people are. Just things like that. So, that is my bright Petersburg moment. Just to 
interact with so many soldiers. And some of them cannot come off the post because of COVID-19. So, it just 
does my heart good for people outside of our City to see the bright spots of our City. Other than that Mr. 
Mayor, I do not have any more comments. Thank you.”
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Mayor Parham stated, “At this time I would like to thank the City Manager and Tangela Innis from public 
works. Councilwoman Smith-Lee who was out with me when we were out over in Ward 1 checking on our 
residents to make sure that they had water service. We met some really good people out there. And a lot of 
people that were renting homes were not there. I gave to council inside their package today a real epidemic 
coming up which is the housing crisis of evictions. And in Petersburg we are at the top of the list. We have 95 
evictions that are scheduled starting tomorrow. And when you look at a City of our size and we have one of the 
highest case loads on this and no one has really created a path for people to stay in their homes. It is a huge 
problem. But there are definitely a high number of tenants who could be losing their homes. And at this point in 
time it is really unfair. I think whoever want to lead the charge on this, I think that this is a catastrophic event 
here for the residents here in our City. I read in the wavy news down in Norfolk that over 800 cases out in 
Virginia and 240 cases are in the Hampton Roads. A lot of those provisions that were in place are expiring. 
Thanks to our staff for going above and beyond. I have never seen a City Manager in the state of Virginia take 
the initiative like Mrs. Benavides did as far as going door to door. I was with her talking to the residents. People 
want to know that you care. And I think that was really shown in the last few weeks.”

14. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:

*No items for this portion of the agenda.

15. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Council Member Myers stated, “We received $10,000 from Eagles Landing and we received $5,000 
from Meridian Waste. And there is $1,000 each from the Patton Brother’s. And people are still sending money 
in. And I think the Senator sent in money, but I am not sure on how that goes. So, the program is moving 
forward Mr. Mayor.”

Mr. Williams stated, “So, Mr. Mayor the item that Council Member Wilson-Smith identified was on the 
council agenda of May 5th to be set for a public hearing today. I talked to the clerk and was told that it was 
properly noticed but it did not appear on the agenda. So, in order to add that to the agenda it would require a 
unanimous vote from members of council. We have Councilman Hart on the phone if you are interested in 
entertaining a motion to add that to the agenda.”

Mayor Parham stated, “We will entertain a motion to add the item on the agenda.”

Mr. Williams stated, “It is the consideration to adopt the continuity of governance ordinance after the 
public hearing.”

`Council Member Myers made a motion to add the consideration of continuity of governance ordinance 
to the agenda. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. The motion was approved on roll call vote. 
On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, Hart and Parham

Mr. Williams stated, “The ordinance was originally adopted on March 31st, 2020. This ordinance is what 
has enabled council to have the meetings in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. It has standard certain time 
limitations for acting on matters such as the Planning Commission. It authorizes for boards and commission to 
have remote meetings. This particular ordinance that was adopted had an expiration date that will on May 31st 
of this year unless subsequently readopted by council. It was on the May 5th meeting to be scheduled for a 
public hearing today for council’s consideration and adoption to continue operating under it.”

There was discussion among City Council and staff.

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Page 130 of 258



Minutes from the Petersburg City Council meeting held on                                May 19, 2020                 - 12 –
______________________________________________________________________________

*Audio available upon request.

Barb Rudolph, 1675 Mt. Vernon Street, stated that it is very hard to hear with doing live stream 
meetings. She stated that it is a very difficult experience, and it is problematic for people who work during the 
day. She stated that she is hoping that they extend it but to extend it for a shorter time period.

Marcus Squires, 1701 Monticello Street, stated that he understands if City Council would like to 
continue to hold meetings this way for taking precautions for the COVID-19 outbreak. I would hope that the 
City would get a better microphone so that people can better hear. He stated that you cannot really hear 
people that are announcing during the meeting. He stated that the City can maybe go on Amazon to order new 
microphones.

Michelle Murrills, 131 S. Markey Street, stated that she agrees with the last two speakers. She stated 
that she thinks that it is very hard to listen to what is going on. She stated that she thinks that the City needs to 
have in-person meetings with maybe a larger outside venue. She stated that she thinks that it should not go 
until September. She stated that she thinks that they should do it on a month by month basis.

Council Member Myers made a motion to readopt the ordinance. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Smith-Lee. There was discussion among City Council. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On 
roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart

20-ORD-19 AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO EFFECTUATE TEMPORARY CHANGES IN CERTAIN 
DEADLINES AND TO MODIFY PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING PRACTICES 
AND PROCEDURES TO ADDRESS CONTINUITY OF OPERATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH 
PANDEMIC DISASTER.

16. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

*No items for this portion of the agenda.

17. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Consideration of an appropriation of the Coronavirus Emergency Supplement Grant - $98,689

BACKGROUND: The Coronavirus Emergency Supplement Grant is awarded to local units of 
government to be utilized to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the coronavirus.  Petersburg has applied for 
funding and the Department of Justice has accepted the application and awarded funding in the amount of 
$98,689.  There is no local match to these funds.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend that Council accept and appropriate the grant funds to be 
spent in the FY 2019-20 and FY 2020-21.

Council Member Hill made a motion to accept and appropriate the grant funds to be spent in the FY 
2019-20 and FY 2020-21. The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed the public comments. 

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, 
Smith-Lee, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart
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20-ORD-20 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2019, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2020 FOR THE 
GRANTS FUND.

b. Consideration of an appropriation from the Virginia Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation.

BACKGROUND: Petersburg Area Transit was awarded the equivalent of one month of revenue to 
offset costs and lost revenue associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.  

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council Approve the attached appropriation ordinance 
for $84,711 from the Department of Rail and Public Transportation.

Council Member Myers made a motion to approve the attached appropriation ordinance for $84,711 
from the Department of Rail and Public Transportation. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed the public comments. 

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, 
Smith-Lee, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart

20-ORD-21 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2019, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2020 IN THE 
MASS TRANSIT FUND.

c. Consideration of an appropriation of Federal Grant VA-95-105-02.

Mayor Parham stated, “This item has been removed right Madam Clerk.”

Ms. Jackson stated, “Yes. It has been removed. They stated that this has already been appropriated in 
the budget last year.”

d. Consideration of an appropriation of Federal Grant VA-90-x286.

BACKGROUND: Petersburg Area Transit has a number older grants which are set to expire.    
This grant appropriation is for the purchase of Furniture and Landscaping.  

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council approve the attached appropriation for $2737.

Council Member Myers made a motion to the attached appropriation for $2737. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Hill. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed the public comments. 

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, 
Smith-Lee, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart
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20-ORD-22 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2019, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2020 IN THE 
MASS TRANSIT FUND.

e. Consideration of an appropriation of Federal Grant VA-90-x433

BACKGROUND: Petersburg Area Transit has a number older grants which are set to expire.    
This grant appropriation is for the purchase of Landscaping.  

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council approve the attached appropriation for $10,672.

Council Member Myers made a motion to the attached appropriation for $10,672. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Hill. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed the public comments. 

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, 
Smith-Lee, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart

20-ORD-23 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2019, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2020 IN THE 
MASS TRANSIT FUND.

f. Consideration of an appropriation grant VA-2018-0006.

BACKGROUND: Petersburg Area Transit has a number of grants which are set to expire prior to 
the end of the fiscal year.  This appropriation will provide 80% funding for a Para-Transit vehicle. Sixty-eight 
percent (16%) of the cost will be provided in a subsequent appropriation from the Commonwealth of Virginia.  
The 4% local match will be a part of the original City Appropriation in the FY 20 budget.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council approve the attached appropriation ordinance 
for $54,284.

Council Member Hill made a motion to the attached appropriation for $54,284. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Smith-Lee.

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed the public comments. 

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, 
Smith-Lee, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart

20-ORD-24 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2019, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2020 IN THE 
MASS TRANSIT FUND.

g. Consideration of an appropriation of Capital State Grant 73018-88.
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BACKGROUND: Petersburg Area Transit has a number of grants which are set to expire prior to 
the end of the fiscal year.  This appropriation will provide 16% funding for a Para-Transit vehicle. 
Eighty percent (80%) of the cost will be provided in a subsequent appropriation from the Federal Government.  
The 4% local match will be a part of the original City Appropriation in the FY 20 budget. 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council Approve the attached appropriation for 
$10,857.

Council Member Hill made a motion to the attached appropriation for $10,672. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Smith-Lee. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed the public comments. 

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, 
Smith-Lee, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart

20-ORD-25 AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2019, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2020 IN THE 
MASS TRANSIT FUND.

h. Consideration of the FY2020-21 Budget Appropriation Ordinance.

BACKGROUND: The City Manager proposed an All Funds Budget to the City Council on March 
31,2020. After several weeks of analyzing the economic impacts of the Covid-19 Pandemic, the City Manager 
adjusted the originally proposed budget and subsequently distributed the changes to the City Council. There 
was a public hearing held on April 28, 2020. There were two readings of the appropriation ordinance that took 
place on May 5th and May 12th. 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council adopt and appropriate the All Funds Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2020-21.

Robert Floyd, Director of Budget, and Procurement gave a brief overview.

Council Member Myers made a motion to the attached appropriation for all funds budget for FY2020-
21. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. 

Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments.

Seeing no hands, Mayor Parham closed the public comments. 

There was discussion among City Council Members and staff

The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Smith-Lee, 
Hill, and Parham; Voting No: Wilson-Smith; Absent: Hart

20-ORD-26 AN ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS IN THE ALL FUNDS BUDGET FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON JULY 1, 2020 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021.

i. Consideration of FY2020-2021 Proposed Schools Operating Budget Appropriation Ordinance.
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BACKGROUND: The total Proposed Budget for Petersburg City Public Schools is $56,810,492. 
This includes the following breakdown of revenue and expenses:
Revenues:

State Standards of Quality, Lottery Proceeds, Incentive,
and Categorical funding $29,911,571
State Sales and Use Tax 4,971,203
Food Service 2,993,100
Federal Revenue (JROTC) 47,000
Special Revenue (State and Federal Grants) 8,508,918
Transfer from City General Fund 10,000,000
Local Funding 378,700

Expenses:
Operating Fund $45,308,474
Food Service Fund 2,993,100
Special Revenue Fund 8,508,918 

     
RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council appropriate the Petersburg City Public Schools 

Budget for Fiscal Year 2020-21.

Mrs. Benavides stated, “Last year we did this separately. It is required by state law that the budget is 
approved by the 15th of May. We did have an extension. The good news for this is that the school’s 
appropriation was included in the document that you just passed. So, you do not have to redo this unless you 
so choose.”

j. Consideration of re/appointments to the Planning Commission.

BACKGROUND: The Planning Commission consists of a 4 at-large members and 7 members 
appointed by City Council.

The duties if the Board include, but are not limited to, the following: Promote the orderly development of the 
City and its environs; serves primarily in an advisory capacity to the City Council in matters pertaining to land 
use, future development, and capital improvements.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend Council make re/appointments to the Planning Commission.

Mayor Parham read the background information out loud.

Council Member Hill made a motion to appoint Fenton Bland (Ward 2) and reappoint Tammy Alexander 
(Ward 5) to the Planning Commission for a term expiring September 30, 2024. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Cuthbert. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, 
Wilson-Smith, Myers, Smith-Lee, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart

20-R-27 A RESOLUTION APPOINTING FENTON BLAND AND REAPPOINT TAMMY ALEXANDER 
(WARD 5) TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 30, 
2024.

18. CITY MANAGER’S AGENDA:

*No items for this portion of the agenda.
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19. BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM THE CLERK:

*No items for this portion of the agenda.

20. BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM CITY ATTORNEY: 

*No items for this portion of the agenda.

21. ADJOURNMENT:

City Council adjourned at 5:41 p.m. 

_________________________
 Clerk of City Council

APPROVED:          
_________________________
Mayor

Page 136 of 258



  11.a. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
Lionel Lyons, Deputy City Manager of Development

  

FROM: Kelly Evko, Clay Mansell 
  

RE: A public hearing December 8, 2020 regarding a Proposal to Purchase and Develop 115 
Harrison Street and consideration of an Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to 
execute a Purchase Agreement toward the Sale of the City-owned property.

 

PURPOSE: A public hearing regarding a Proposal to Purchase City-Owned property at 115 Harrison St, and 
consideration of an Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to execute a Purchase Agreement toward the sell 
of City-owned property.
 

REASON: 

A public hearing to consider an Ordinance that authorizes the City Manager to execute a Purchase Agreement 
and proceed with the sale of City-owned property in accordance with applicable legal requirements.
 

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the City Council holds a public hearing on December 8, 2020 
and adopt an Ordinance approving and authorizing the City Manager to execute a Purchase Agreement and 
proceed with the sale of City-owned property in accordance with applicable legal requirements. 
 

BACKGROUND: The city has received a proposal from Robert D. Davis to purchase the following City-
owned property:

 Parcel ID  Premise  Street  Proposed Use 
022-150801  115 Harrison St Commercial

Robert D. Davis propose to develop 115 Harrison St as a Creamery. The site plans are attached

115 Harrison St. assessed value is $20,700.  The offer price is $1,600.  Proposed investment is $27,000
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COST TO CITY: Conveyance of Real Property

BUDGETED ITEM: N/A

REVENUE TO CITY: Revenue from sale of property and associated fees and taxes 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: N/A
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: City Manager, Economic Development, City Assessor 
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: N/A
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: N/A
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. 115 Harrison St Purchase Agreement (1)
2. 115 Harrison St. Assessment, Property Map, Site Plans, Executive Summary, Ordinance
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  11.b. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
  

FROM: Lionel Lyons, Reginald Tabor, Jeremy Tennant 
  

RE: A Public hearing regarding an amendment to the City of Petersburg Code, Article IV, I-
95 Technology Zone, definitions, incentives and compliance sections 

 

PURPOSE: To amend the City Code and better define and clarify existing sections pertaining to the I-95 
technology zone.
 

REASON: Amendments to the City Code require approval through an adopted ordinance approved by the City 
Council. The Technology Zone is defined in the City Code and therefore amendments to the Zone text in the 
Code require such approval.
 

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of the ordinance amending the City Code regarding the 
I-95 Technology Zone.
 

BACKGROUND: The City Council adopted Ord. No. 03-52, July 15, 2003, finding that certain classes of 
high technology business activities have special economic significance to the city due to the nature of the 
technology and their potential for high growth in employment and capital investment. The City Council further 
found that the most appropriate method of encouraging location of new businesses and the expansion of certain 
existing classes of technology businesses is to create a technology zone with particular boundaries as 
designated herein and located on the east side of Interstate 95, and as authorized by the 1950 Code of Virginia, 
§ 58.1-3850, as amended. The City Council determined that the establishment of this technology zone will 
improve economic conditions, hasten redevelopment, and benefit the welfare of its citizens.

To incentivize high technology business development, capital investment grants were established to be 
provided to qualified technology businesses. The grant is based on the new or qualifying existing equipment 
within the technology zone. Each annual installment of the capital investment grant is calculated based on the 
machinery and tools taxes paid by a qualified technology business on such new equipment in that calendar 
year. The grant, is equal to 100 percent of the machinery and tools taxes paid in years one through five 
attributable to such new or qualifying existing equipment.

A business firm seeking to obtain the benefits provided under the technology zone program must make an 
initial filing to the city manager on applications provided by the commissioner of the revenue for certification 
as a qualified technology business. The City Manager shall certify to the Commissioner of the Revenue those 
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businesses that qualify. By January 31 of each calendar year, the Commissioner of the Revenue shall send 
applications to each previously certified business.

Applications from qualified businesses for the capital investment grant shall contain information on machinery 
and tools taxes paid on new equipment. All applications shall be submitted on an annual basis to the 
Commissioner of the Revenue at the same time of the filing of the machinery and tools tax returns for that year 
in order to receive the grant. Applications will be processed within 60 days of the submission. Qualified 
technology businesses shall retain eligibility for technology zone incentives in subsequent calendar years.

There is a need to amend the Code Article regarding the Technology Zone definitions, incentives, procedures, 
compliance and confidentiality sections. 

 

COST TO CITY: Tax revenue associated with the Technology Zone incentives.

BUDGETED ITEM: N/A

REVENUE TO CITY: Tax revenue from new investments and new technology businesses in the Technology 
Zone. 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: N/A
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: City Manager, Commissioner of the Revenue, City Attorney, Economic 
Development, Planning and Community Development
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: Ordinance No. 03-52, July 15, 
2003, and Ordinance No. 14-101, October 21, 2014
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: N/A
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. ARTICLE_IV.___I_95_TECHNOLOGY_ZONE_11202020
2. Technology Zone Incentive Program Policy_11052020
3. Technology Zone MT Form_11052020
4. Technology Zone Incentive Program Application
5. 1208_2020CouncilAgendaTechnologyZoneOrdinance_12012020
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ARTICLE IV. - I-95 TECHNOLOGY ZONE 

Sec. 38-90. - Purpose. 

The city council finds that certain classes of high technology business activities have 
special economic significance to the city due to the nature of the technology and their 
potential for high growth in employment and capital investment. The city council further 
finds that the most appropriate method of encouraging location of new businesses and 
the expansion of certain existing classes of technology businesses is to create a 
technology zone with particular boundaries as designated herein and located on the 
east side of Interstate 95, and as authorized by the 1950 Code of Virginia, § 58.1-3850, 
as amended. The city council has determined that the establishment of this technology 
zone will improve economic conditions, hasten redevelopment, and benefit the welfare 
of its citizens. 

(Ord. No. 03-52, 7-15-2003) 

Sec. 38-91. - Definitions. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the 
following meanings, unless clearly indicated to the contrary: 

a. Base assessed value. The term "base assessed value" shall be defined as the 
assessed value of machinery and tools within a technology  enterprise zone as 
shown upon the records of the Commissioner of the Revenue on January 1 of 
the year preceding the effective date of a company receiving the capital 
investment grant. 

b. Current assessed value. The term "current assessed value" shall be defined as 
the annual assessed value of new and used machinery and tools in a local 
technology zone as shown upon the records of the Commissioner of the 
Revenue. 

c. Definite place of business. The term "definite place of business" shall be defined 
as an office or a location at which occurs a regular and continuous course of 
dealing over a period of 30 consecutive days or more. A definite place of 
business for a person engaged in business may include a location leased or 
otherwise obtained from another person and real property leased to another. A 
definite place of business may include several facilities operated by the same 
person, as long as each facility will be located within the boundaries of a 
qualified technology zone. 

d. Grant Administrator.  The “grant administrator” shall be the City Manager or 
designee who is assigned to administer the Technology Zone program for the 
City of Petersburg

e. Grant Period.  The “grant period” shall be the period during which a qualified 
technology business receives a Capital Investment Grant under this program 
which shall not exceed five (5) years from the date of the first award.  An 
extension may be awarded for up to an additional five (5) years following the 
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conclusion of the grant period in accordance with 38-95(a).  In no instance shall 
a grant be extended beyond a total of ten (10) years from the date of the original 
grant award.Idle M&T value. The term "idle value" shall be defined as the value 
of all unused/idle machinery and tools in a local technology zone as shown upon 
the records of the commissioner of the revenue

f. New M&T Value. The term "new value" shall be defined as the value of all new 
machinery and tools in a local technology zone as shown upon the records of 
the commissioner of the revenue. 

g. New equipment. The term "new equipment" is defined as items of equipment 
subject to machinery and tools taxes that are brought on to the definite place of 
business and used by the business in furtherance of their business purpose 
within a five-year period, commencing on the first tax day following the date on 
which each item of property is first brought on to the site and used by the 
business in furtherance of their business purpose. 

h. Qualified technology. The term "qualified technology" shall mean the research 
and development, manufacturing and/or production of any of the following: 
1. Pharmaceutical ingredients or advanced intermediaries; or 
2. Synthetic and organic chemical compounds for use in biotechnology or the 

production of pharmaceuticals. 
i. Qualified technology business. The term "qualified technology business" shall be 

defined as a new or existing business that has a "definite place of business" as 
defined in paragraph (c) of this section, within a "qualified technology zone" as 
defined in paragraph (i) of this section, and which is primarily engaged in a 
qualified technology, as defined in paragraph (g) of this section. 

j. Qualified technology zone. The term "qualified technology zone" shall mean the 
I-95 Technology Zone as described in section 38-98 of this article. 

k. Qualifying existing equipment.  The term “qualifying existing equipment” shall 
mean equipment that was previously located on the technology zone site in an 
idle or unused status.  Upon commencement of use subjecting the equipment to 
machinery and tools tax, such equipment may be classified as qualifying existing 
equipment. (Ord. No. 03-52, 7-15-2003) 

l. Total M&T value. The term "total M&T value" shall be defined as the total value 
of current assessed, new qualified and Idle Equipment within the qualified 
technology zone business. 

m.Used assessed value. The term "used assessed value" shall be defined as the 
annual assessed value of machinery and tools in a local technology zone as 
shown upon the records of the commissioner of the revenue. 

Sec. 38-92. - Authorization. 

There is hereby established a Technology Zone Taxation Program in the City of 
Petersburg. 
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(Ord. No. 03-52, 7-15-2003) 

Sec. 38-93. - Technology zone incentives. 

Qualified technology businesses shall receive the following: 
(1)  Capital investment grants: There is hereby established a grant provided to 

qualified technology businesses. The grant will be allocated by industrial 
development authority the grant administrator in accordance with the 
administrative policy approved by the City Manager and will be based on the 
new and/or qualifying existing equipment within the technology zone. Each 
annual installment of the capital investment grant will be calculated based on 
the machinery and tools taxes owing by a qualified technology business on 
such new equipment in that calendar year. The grant, as further defined and 
limited by this article, will be equal to 100 percent of the machinery and tools 
taxes calculated by the Commissioner of the Revenue in accordance with the 
Commissioner’s depreciation schedule in years one through five attributable to 
such new or qualifying existing equipment.and allocated to the local enterprise 
zone development fund. 

(2)  The capital investment grant shall be paid annually disbursed annually as a 
tax credit toward machinery and tools tax in each year that the qualified 
technology business has such new equipment or qualifying existing equipment 
during the grant period. In furtherance of the foregoing, the five-year grant 
period shall apply separately to each and every item of such new equipment, 
such that a qualified technology business may receive the grant on a rolling 
basis for each year in which it has such new equipment. Accordingly, a qualified 
technology business shall be permitted to receive a capital investment grant for 
multiple years.

(3)  The first year for which such incentives are calculated shall be the calendar 
year of the first machinery and tools tax filing for the calendar year in which a 
business firm is first certified as a qualified technology business. 

(4)  Taxes paid on leased items shall be eligible for the capital investment grant 
incentives only when the grant recipient directly pays to the City of Petersburg 
applicable machinery and tools taxes for those items. 

(Ord. No. 03-52, 7-15-2003; Ord. No. 14-101, 10-21-2014) 

Sec 38-94. - Procedure. 

(a)  A business firm seeking to obtain the benefits provided under the technology zone 
program must make an initial filing to the city manager grant administrator on 
applications provided by the Commissioner of the Revenue for certification as a 
qualified technology business. The city manager grant administrator shall certify to 
the Commissioner of the Revenue those businesses that qualify. By January 31 of 
each calendar year, the Commissioner of the Revenue shall send applications to 
each previously certified business. 
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(b)  Applications from qualified businesses for the capital investment grant shall 
contain information on machinery and tools taxes paid on new or qualifying existing 
equipment. All applications shall be submitted on an annual basis to the 
Commissioner of the Revenue at the same time of the filing of the machinery and 
tools tax returns for that year in order to receive the grant. Applications will be 
processed within 60 days of the submission. Qualified technology businesses shall 
retain eligibility for technology zone incentives in subsequent calendar years. 

(c)  The Commissioner of the Revenue shall record in the appropriate books both the 
base assessed value and the current assessed value of machinery and tools in the 
local technology zone.  The difference between the total base assessed value and 
the current assessed value be subject to a 100% credit for machinery and tools tax 
for each year during the grant period.   

(d) Machinery and tools taxes attributable to the lower of the current assessed value or 
base assessed value of machinery and tools located in the local technology zone 
shall be allocated by the treasurer as they would be in the absence of this article. 

(e)  All of the increase in machinery and tools taxes paid attributable to the difference 
between (i) the current assessed value and (ii) the base assessed value shall be 
allocated by the treasurer and paid into a special fund entitled the "Local Enterprise 
Zone Development Fund." Such amounts paid into the fund shall be limited so as 
not to include any revenues resulting from machinery and tools taxes paid on other 
than new equipment as defined by this article. Such allocation shall be 
accomplished within 30 days after receipt of machinery and tools taxes from the 
qualified business. 

(d)   Grants shall be allocated, by the Petersburg Industrial Development Authority grant 
administrator, to qualified businesses in accordance with this article from grants 
made to the authority by the city from the Technology Zone Development Fund. 
Such grants shall be allocated to the qualified business within 30 days after receipt 
of the funds from the city. (Ord. No. 03-52, 7-15-2003) 

Sec. 38-95. - Compliance. 

(a)  Once qualified as a qualified technology business, a business shall be entitled to 
file for a capital investment grant in each subsequent year and an extension not to 
exceed an additional five years at the conclusion of the grant period unless it no 
longer engages in a qualified technology at a definite place of business in the 
qualified technology zone.  In no instance shall a grant be extended beyond a total 
of ten (10) years from the date of the original grant award. 

(b)  If a business ceases to be a qualified technology business during a calendar tax 
year in which the grant program applies, any payments made credits to the qualified 
technology business shall be prorated for the months the business was a qualified 
technology business. 

(Ord. No. 03-52, 7-15-2003) 

Sec. 38-96. - Confidentiality. 
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To the extent permitted under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act, confidential 
business records shall be safeguarded from disclosure. The technology grant zone 
administrator may establish verification procedures with the Commissioner of the 
Revenue for the city, which will ensure confirm that all required taxes have been paid 
filings are accurate, but that while ensuring that all privacy concerns and rights are 
protected. 

(Ord. No. 03-52, 7-15-2003) 

Sec. 38-97. - Effective date. 

This article shall be effective upon its adoption by City Council. 

(Ord. No. 03-52, 7-15-2003; Ord. No. 14-101, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 38-98. - I-95 Technology Zone. 

The I-95 Technology Zone shall consist of all that tract of land located in the City of 
Petersburg, Virginia, containing approximately 197 acres located on the east side of 
Interstate 95 and on the north side of Wagner Road, further identified as Tax Map 
Parcel 06301080 and Tax Map Parcel 06301001 reference to said Tax Map Parcel 
which is made by this section and incorporated herein and as further depicted in (Exhibit 
A). (Ord. No. 03-52, 7-15-2003) 

Secs. 38-99—38-104. - Reserved. 
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City of Petersburg
135 N. Union Street
Petersburg, VA 23803
www.petersburg-va.org

Technology Zone Incentive Program Policy

The City of Petersburg Technology Zone offers businesses in the City a capital investment grant and or 
credit to a qualified technology businesses for a period up to five years, not to extend beyond a ten (10) 
year period, with a 100 percent of the machinery and tools taxes. Qualified technology businesses consist 
of pharmaceutical research and development, manufacturing and/or production entities. The purpose of 
the Technology Zone is to provide an incentive for a targeted sector of businesses to establish, relocate, 
or expand within the City to improve economic conditions, hasten development, and benefit the welfare 
of its citizens.

Businesses must be recognized as a qualified technology business pursuant to Chapter 38 of the Code of 
the City of Petersburg, Virginia, Article IV – Technology Zone, Section 38-91(i). Businesses interested in 
applying for the Technology Zone Incentive Program must be opening a business in the City, or be located 
within the City, or be willing to locate within the City; and be willing to enter into a contractual 
Performance Agreement (The “Performance Agreement” or “Agreement”) between the business entity 
and the City; and commit to employing a minimum number of full-time employees as stipulated by the 
Performance Agreement; or commit to making a minimum capital investment into a new or existing 
business.  The I-95 Technology Zone consists of all that tract of land located in the City of Petersburg, 
Virginia, containing approximately 197 acres located on the east side of Interstate 95 and on the north 
side of Wagner Road, further identified as Tax Map Parcel 06301080 and Tax Map Parcel 06301001.  

The process is as follows: 

The applicant must make an initial filing to the grant administrator (applications provided by the 
Commissioner of the Revenue for certification as a Qualified Technology Business). 

The grant administrator will certify to the Commissioner of the Revenue whether the businesses qualifies 
as a Technology Business. Applications will be processed within 60 days of the submission. 

By January 31 of each calendar year, the Commissioner of the Revenue shall send applications to each 
previously Certified Technology Business. Qualified technology businesses shall retain eligibility for 
technology zone incentives in subsequent calendar years. 

Applications from qualified businesses for the capital investment grant shall contain information on 
machinery and tools taxes paid on new or qualifying existing equipment. Machinery and Technology 
Equipment Value is calculated by adding the Based Assessed M&T Value plus the New M&T Value plus. 

The Commissioner of the Revenue shall record in the appropriate books both the base assessed value and 
the current assessed value of machinery and tools in the local technology zone. 

All applications shall be submitted on an annual basis to the Commissioner of the Revenue at the same 
time of the filing of the machinery and tools tax returns for that year to receive the grant. 

The difference between the total base assessed value and the current assessed value be subject to a 100% 
credit for machinery and tools tax for each year during the grant period. 
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Grants shall be allocated, by the grant administrator, to qualified businesses in accordance with this article 
within 90 days of the receipt of the application.  
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RETURN OF MACHINERY & TOOLS  
TECHNOLOGY ZONE 

CITY OF PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA  
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE 

144 N SYCAMORE ST PETERSBURG, VA 23803  
TEL: 804-733-2315      FAX: 804-508-6948 

 
FED. ID# 

2021 2021 

1. TRADE 
        NAME: ______________________________________________ 
2.  NAME OF 
        TAXPAYER:  _________________________________________ 
3.  NATURE OF 
        BUSINESS:    _________________________________________ 
4.  BUSINESS  
        ADDRESS:     _________________________________________ 
   
                                 _________________________________________ 
5. MAILING 
       ADDRESS:       ________________________________________ 
 
                                 _________________________________________ 

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. File this return with the Commissioner of Revenue on or 

before March 31, 2021.  Minimum of $10.00 or 10% penalty 
after March 31, 2021. 

 
2.    All tangible personal property (owned or leased) used in any 

business or profession must be reported.  Cost values to be 
replaced are actual acquisition costs before allowance for 
depreciation. 

 
3.     Any tax due must be paid on or before June 10, 2021. 

SCHEDULE A COST VALUES OF PROPERTY UTILIZED 

 
PROPERTY CLASSIFICATIONS 

A 
PRIOR TO 

2016  

B 
DURING 
  2017  

C 
DURING 
  2018  

D 
DURING 
  2019  

E 
DURING 

  2020 

6. EXISTING MACHINERY AND TOOLS 
USED IN A MANUFACTURING, MINING, 
RADIO OR TELEVISION 
BROADCASTING OR DAIRY BUSINESS. 

 
  
 

 
 

  

 
  
 

      F  
TOTAL 

A-B-C-D-E 

  
  

1,000,000 

 
  
 

7.    PRECENT OF COST VALUES TO BE USED   20%  25% 30% 35% 40%  

   400,000 400,000 8.    TAXABLE PORTION OF COST VALUES 
 (LINE 7 PERCENTAGES OF LINE 6 COST VALUES) 

 

9.    TAX RATE $3.80 PER $100 COST VALUE $15,200 

ATTACH SCHEDULE IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE ON REVERSE SIDE 
DECLARATION BY TAXPAYER:  I DECLARE THAT THE FOREGOING STATEMENTS 
AND FIGURES ARE TRUE, FULL AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY  
KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF. 
 

_____________________________________________       ________________________ 
SIGNATURE OF TAXPAYER                            DATE 

_____________________________________________ 
TITLE 
 

PHONE: ______________________________     FAX: _____________________________ 
 
EMAIL: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

TOTAL: 
 
 
AUDITED BY:  
 
____________________________________ 

 

  

 

Base Assessed 
M&T Value 

 New M&T Value   
Total Current M&T 
Equipment Value 

 

Idle M&T Value 

Value of equipment that 
existed previously 

+  
Value of All New Purchased Equipment  

= 

The Total Value of Current 
Assessed, New and Idle 
Equipment 

The Value of all 
unused Equipment 

15,000,000 17,000,000 16,000,000 *2,000,000   

Credit Incentive 
Amount 

$76,000 

* Technology Zone credit incentive equates to 
New M&T Value taxed at $3.80 per $100 cost 

value 
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City of Petersburg 
135 N. Union Street 
Petersburg, VA 23803 
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Technology Zone Incentive Program 
 

The City of Petersburg Technology Zone offers businesses in the City a capital investment grant to qualified 

technology businesses for a period up to five years, not to extend beyond a ten (10) year period, with a 

100 percent of the machinery and tools taxes. Qualified technology businesses consist of pharmaceutical 

research and development, manufacturing and/or production entities. The purpose of the Technology 

Zone is to provide an incentive for a targeted sector of businesses to establish, relocate, or expand within 

the City to improve economic conditions, hasten development, and benefit the welfare of its citizens.  

 

Eligibility Requirements 

Applicants must: 

• Be opening a business in the City, or be located within the City, or be willing to locate within the 

City; and 

• Be willing to enter into a contractual Performance Agreement (The “Performance Agreement” or 

“Agreement”) between the business entity and the City; and 

• Commit to employing a minimum number of full-time employees as stipulated by the 

Performance Agreement; or 

• Commit to making a minimum capital investment into a new or existing business 

Applicants agree by applying to for the Technology Zone that additional information may be requested by 

the Departments of Revenue and Economic Development, but not limited to, any relevant tax information 

business filing/formation information, or regulatory license information.  

 

Qualified Businesses 

Businesses must be recognized as a qualified technology business pursuant to Chapter 38 of the Code of 

the City of Petersburg, Virginia, Article IV – Technology Zone, Section 38-91(i).  
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Applicant/Business Information 
 

Business Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Business Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Business Phone #: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Company/Tax ID#: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Project Location (include map): ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate the number of full-time employees currently employed by the business if existing: _______ 

 

If new, please indicate the anticipated number of full-time employees: ____________________________ 
 

Questionnaire (Please answer the following questions in narrative form) 

1. Describe your business; provide as much context as possible. Ex: (how many owners are there? 

How/when was the business conceived?):  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Briefly describe your interest in the City of Petersburg, and how your business contributes to the 

goals of the Technology Zone.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Provide information on your current business revenues, if applicable, or projected revenues.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Include the following documents with your submittal: 

• Business Plan describing the business history, operation, financial health, growth plans, etc.,  

• Certificate of Incorporation 

• Information on Business Governance (ex: Board of Directors, Articles of Incorporation, etc.) 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF PETERSBURG CODE,  

ARTICLE IV, I-95 TECHNOLOGY ZONE, DEFINITIONS, INCENTIVES, 

PROCEDURES, COMPLIANCE AND CONFIDENTIALITY SECTIONS  

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council adopted Ord. No. 03-52, July 15, 2003, finding that certain 

classes of high technology business activities have special economic significance to the city due to the 

nature of the technology and their potential for high growth in employment and capital investment; and 

 

WHERAS, the City Council further found that the most appropriate method of encouraging 

location of new businesses and the expansion of certain existing classes of technology businesses is to 

create a technology zone with particular boundaries as designated herein and located on the east side of 

Interstate 95, and as authorized by the 1950 Code of Virginia, § 58.1-3850, as amended; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council determined that the establishment of this technology zone will 

improve economic conditions, hasten redevelopment, and benefit the welfare of its citizens; and 

 

WHEREAS, to incentivize high technology business development, capital investment grants 

were established to be provided to qualified technology businesses, with grants being based on the new 

or qualifying existing equipment within the technology zone; and 

 

WHEREAS, each annual installment of the capital investment grant is calculated based on the 

machinery and tools taxes paid by a qualified technology business on such new equipment in that 

calendar year, and the grant is equal to 100 percent of the machinery and tools taxes paid in years one 

through five attributable to such new or qualifying existing equipment; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is a need to amend the Code Article regarding the Technology Zone 

definitions, incentives, procedures, compliance and confidentiality sections to better define and clarify 

existing sections pertaining to the I-95 technology zone. 

 

WHEREAS, amendments to the City Code require approval through an adopted ordinance 

approved by the City Council, and the Technology Zone is defined in the City Code and requires such 

approval. 

 

WHEREAS, amendments (Exhibit A) to the City Code require approval through an adopted 

ordinance approved by the City Council, and the Technology Zone is defined in the City Code and 

requires such approval. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, that the City Council of the City of Petersburg hereby 

approve the amendments (Exhibit A) to the City Code regarding the Technology Zone definitions, 

incentives, procedures, compliance and confidentiality sections. 
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  15.a. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH:
  

FROM: Anthony Williams 
  

RE: A resolution to establish guidelines for the maintenance, review, certification and 
distribution of certified Ordinances and Resolutions adopted by City Council. 

 

PURPOSE: To establish Council guidelines for maintenance, review, certification, and distribution of certified 
ordinances and resolutions adopted by City Council.
 

REASON: To ensure records of Council are accurate, consistent, and properly maintained, and to ensure that 
requests for public records of Council are processed efficiently and effectively.
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution.
 

BACKGROUND: This memorializes recent discussions by Members of Council regarding maintenance, 
review, certification, and distribution of certified Ordinances and Resolutions adopted by City Council.
 

COST TO CITY: 

BUDGETED ITEM: 

REVENUE TO CITY:  
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: N/A
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: 
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: City Charter Section 1-6
Petersburg City Code Sections 2-107 and 108
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
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RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH GUIDELINES FOR THE MAINTENANCE, REVIEW, 
CERTIFICATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF CERTIFIED ORDINANCES AND 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL

WHEREAS, it is the desire of City Council to ensure that all of its records, including but not 
limited to adopted Resolutions and Ordinances are accurate and consistent with the will of the 
governing body; and

WHEREAS, it is the wish that all records of City Council be properly maintained, filed, and 
indexed in accordance with the requirements of State Code; City Charter; City Code; and other 
applicable law; and

WHEREAS, it is equally a desire of City Council to ensure that requests for certified copies of 
these records be processed efficiently and effectively; and

WHEREAS, it is the belief of City Council that the adoption of the following guidelines will aid 
in accomplishing these goals.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that City Council directs that the following guidelines 
be adopted and followed with regard to Ordinances and Resolutions adopted by City Council:

PETERSBURG CITY COUNCIL
GUIDELINES FOR ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

1. All Resolutions and Ordinances appearing on a Council Agenda shall first be reviewed 
and approved as to legal form by the City Attorney which shall be incorporated into the 
standard review process for all Agenda Items.  Such items shall be presented to the City 
Attorney for review no later than two full business days prior to the deadline for 
publication of the Agenda.

2. The Clerk shall be the keeper of all records of City Council including but not limited to 
Council Ordinances and Resolutions.  

3. The Clerk shall maintain copies of all Resolutions and Ordinances and other documents 
as well as a running index of Resolutions and Ordinances in accordance with Section 1-6 
of the City Charter; Section 2-107; 108 of the City Code.

4. Once an Ordinance or Resolution appears on a Council Agenda as an active Agenda 
Item, it becomes a record of Council and may not be revised or amended except by 
formal action of City Council.

5. Once an Ordinance or Resolution has been adopted by Council, the Clerk shall issue 
certified copies upon request by any citizen by affixing the index number, printing a 
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copy, and executing the copy along with the Mayor certifying its accuracy and 
consistency with what was adopted by Council.

6. For requests for certified Ordinances or Resolutions for which floor amendments have 
been incorporated prior to adoption, the Clerk may consult with the City Attorney who 
upon receiving such a request, shall provide the Clerk with the recommended format 
based upon the form of the original Ordinance or Resolution, as well as the 
corresponding excerpt of minutes provided to the City Attorney by the Clerk.

7. Upon receiving such a recommendation from the City Attorney, the Clerk shall schedule 
said Resolution or Ordinance upon the next following City Council Agenda for review 
and certification by City Council that the Ordinance or Resolution as prepared along with 
the floor amendments is consistent with Council’s will upon adoption.

8. After receiving such certification by City Council the Clerk shall print and distribute the 
certified Resolution or Ordinance consistent with Paragraph 5 above.
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  16.a. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
  

FROM: Robert Floyd, Randall Williams, Alesha Mann 
  

RE: Consideration of the 2021-2025 Strategic Plan.  

 

PURPOSE: Discussion and consideration by City Council on the Proposed 2021-2025 Strategic Plan. 
 

REASON: The City Council established a vision, values and strategic goals during a retreat in 2019. City staff 
has further developed these strategic goals into subsequent objectives and action items in an effort to build 
toward the future. The 2021-2025 Strategic Plan is intended to provide direction in future policy 
implementation and decision making, provide City staff with the necessary guidance to achieve the City's 
goals, and create a shared vision and commitment of City Council, City staff and Petersburg residents. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that City Council formally adopt the 2021-2025 Strategic Plan. 
 

BACKGROUND: City Council held a retreat in October 2019 which resulted in the adoption of Council's 
strategic goals for the next five years and created a vision for 2025. Senior Staff held a retreat in December 
2019 to discuss the Council's strategic goals and vision, and then developed objectives and action items that 
would be necessary to achieve the goals. The City Manager and staff continued to meet to further refine the 
objectives and action items for the strategic goals. The 2021-2025 Strategic Plan has been presented to City 
Council and a workshop was held to further discuss the document. The next step would be for City Council to 
formally adopt the 2021-2025 Strategic Plan. 
 

COST TO CITY: N/A

BUDGETED ITEM: N/A

REVENUE TO CITY: N/A 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: N/A
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: All Departments
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: N/A
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REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: N/A
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Strategic Plan
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  16.b. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
Lionel Lyons, Deputy City Manager of Development

  

FROM: Kelly Evko, Reginald Tabor, Clay Mansell 
  

RE: Request to adopt a resolution amending the City of Petersburg Disposition Guidelines 
regarding City-owned Real Estate Property 

 

PURPOSE: To amend the City’s Disposition Guidelines regarding City-owned real estate property.
 

REASON: To amend current guidelines to better ensure that City-owned real estate property is disposed of at 
the highest rate of return for the City of Petersburg, at both the point of sale and post development, and to 
ensure that development of property purchased from the City is developed in an expeditious manner.
 

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the City Council approves the amendments to the guidelines 
regarding the disposition of City-owned real estate property.
 
 

BACKGROUND: The City of Petersburg previously adopted and established guidelines regarding the 
disposition of City-owned real estate property. The current guidelines provide that the City of Petersburg 
Department of Economic Development receives, analyzes, and recommends proposals to the City Manager and 
City Council for the disposition of City-owned real estate property.
 
EVIDENCE:
To support these claims, the Department of Economic Development has outlined the following factors that 
necessitate the reform of the current disposition process.   
 
On May 25, 2018, The Robert Bobb Group published their “Performance Review of the City of Petersburg 
Financial Operations,” which was commissioned by the Commonwealth of Virginia and the City of Petersburg 
to continue identifying financial and operational improvements to be made to achieve fiscal solvency. One of 
their recommendations was to dispose of City-owned property to generate one-time cash revenue to reduce 
dependence on Revenue Anticipation Note (RAN) and increase the City’s credit rating. Since 2018, the City of 
Petersburg maintains a budget surplus and recently elected not to request RAN funding for the first time in 
fifteen years and has increased its credit rating from BB to BBB-. While the disposition of City-owned property 
can continue to ensure a sound fiscal profile, the city’s current situation allows us to reform the disposition 
process to expedite the disposition process and enhance the City’s return following the sale of property to 
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further enhance the financial position. 
 
The disposition of this property has the benefit of liquid cash, future tax revenue, and job creation. Disposition 
of City property should not result in extended periods of undeveloped property, processes that result in the City 
not realizing benefits for decades without a return by selling property significantly lower than its assessed or 
market value. The current process does not include criteria to ensure these issues are addressed.
 
Comparative analysis has been conducted by the Department of Economic Development. This comparative 
analysis found that in some other independent cities in Virginia, the cities have precise criteria and procedures 
for the acceptance or rejection of proposals to purchase City property. The proposed amendments ensure that 
the City of Petersburg is competitive with other independent cities in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
 
The proposed amendments propose to address these issues by:
 Establishing the sales price at the assessed or appraised value. Establishing precise procedures for procuring 
solicited proposals to purchase City property. Establishing precise criteria and procedures for the acceptance or 
rejection of proposals to purchase City property. Establishing step-by-step procedures for interested parties to 
understand the criteria required for approval. Establishing closing proceedings that are paid for by the 
purchaser.
 
The proposed guidelines enhance the existing disposition process by enabling the Economic Development staff 
to request important and necessary information at the beginning of the disposition process. The proposed 
guidelines enable City Staff to reject proposals that do not meet the assessment criteria outlined in the 
guidelines.
 

COST TO CITY: 

BUDGETED ITEM: 

REVENUE TO CITY: Funding from the sale and development of City property. 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: 
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: City Manager, Commissioner of the Revenue, City Attorney, Department of 
Economic Development
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: March 12, 2019 Ordinance 10a RE: 
Public Hearing to receive public comments an ordinance authorizing the City Manager to offer for sale the list 
of vacant City-owned real estate properties
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. RESOLUTION FOR THE ADOPTION OF NEW AND UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR THE 
DISPOSITION OF CITY

2. Exhibit A Current City of Petersburg Disposition Process
3. Proposed Disposition Process to be Adopted
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RESOLUTION FOR THE ADOPTION OF NEW AND UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR 

THE DISPOSITION OF CITY-OWNED REAL ESTATE PROPERTY BY THE CITY OF 

PETERSBURG  

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Petersburg Department of Economic Development has been 

receiving proposals for the purchase of City-owned Real Estate properties; and 

 

WHEREAS, City Council previously approved guidelines pertaining to the disposition 

of real property owned by the City (Exhibit A); and  

 

WHEREAS, The Department of Economic Development has identified a need for the 

adoption of new and updated guidelines for the disposition of City-owned real estate property; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Economic Development recommends the adoption of the 

new and updated guidelines for the disposition of City-owned real estate property (Exhibit B). 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council adopts and authorizes the 

City Manager to implement the new and updated guidelines for the disposition of real estate 

property (Exhibit B) currently in the ownership of the City of Petersburg, Virginia. 
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Exhibit A 

 

Current City of Petersburg Disposition Process 

  

From: March 12, 2019 Ordinance 10a RE: Public Hearing to receive public comments an 

ordinance authorizing the City Manager to offer for sale the list of vacant City-owned real estate 

properties  

 

City of Petersburg 

Disposition Process for City-Owned Real Estate Property 

 

Following is the process to be used to dispose of (sell) vacant City-owned real estate property: 

 

1. City Council considers a resolution authorizing the City Manager to dispose of 

specified parcels of vacant City-owned real estate property, and the City advertises 

the properties for sale.  

 

2. A complete Project Proposal and/or Assessment Form describing the proposal are 

submitted by a Prospective Purchaser to the Office of Economic Development 

(OED).   

 

3. OED Staff completes an Assessment of the Proposal.  

 

4. Staff requests that the City Council schedules a Public Hearing regarding an 

Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to negotiate a Disposition/Purchase 

Agreement for specified parcels of vacant City-owned real estate property included in 

the Project Proposal and Assessment.  

 

a. The Code of Virginia requires a public hearing concerning the disposal of City  

property.  

b. The Constitution of Virginia requires an affirmative vote of the governing 

body  

of an ordinance or resolution prior to the sale of property and three-fourths of 

the governing body if the former use of the property was a public use.  

 

5. The Ordinance and Assessment are submitted to the City Council for review and 

consideration following the Public Hearing, and if approved, the City Manager is 

authorized to negotiate the terms of the Disposition/Purchase Agreement.  
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6. The negotiated Disposition/Purchase Agreement are drafted by Legal Counsel, and 

may include claw back provisions that require development within a time certain, and 

the ability for the City to re-acquire the property if the deadline is not met. The terms 

may also include transfer of the property to the Petersburg Economic Development 

Authority (EDA) for disposition.  

 

7. The City Manager executes the Disposition/Purchase Agreement and associated 

documents.  

 

8. The Purchaser submits an Earnest Deposit totaling 10% of the final purchase price 

(9% Refundable), with the signed Final Disposition/Purchase Agreement.  

 

9. Purchaser Due Diligence Period (Not to exceed 120 Days)  

 

10. If necessary, as a precedent to closing, an addendum to the Disposition/Purchase 

Agreement in the form of a Development Agreement is negotiated and executed.  

  

11. Closing documents referencing all agreements are executed and final payment is 

made by the Purchaser.  

 

Assessment  

 

The following are considered in the assessment of proposals for the purchase of City-owned real 

estate property:  

1. The Prospective Purchaser  

a. Experience/Qualifications of the prospective Purchaser  

b. Any Outstanding Obligations to the City by the prospective Purchaser  

2. The proposed use of the property  

a. Whether the proposed use complies with the current zoning of the property  

b. Whether the proposed use complies with the Comprehensive Plan  

3. The proposed development of the property  

a. Whether the development would include improvements that increase the value  

b. Whether the property would be maintained as open space without 

improvements  
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c. Whether the development would include New Construction  

d. Whether the development would include Rehabilitation of existing structures  

e. Whether the property is eligible for Rehab Real Estate Tax Abatement  

f. Whether the property is a historic structure and/or located in a Historic District 

g. Whether the property is eligible for Enterprise Zone or other Incentives  

4. The potential City Return (Revenue - Cost)  

a. The current assessed value of the property  

b. The potential City Revenue from the sale of the property including:  

i. The proposed purchase price  

ii. The proposed total investment in the property and Projected Tax  

Revenue following the sale of the property including:  

1. Real Estate Tax  

2. Personal Property Tax  

3. Machinery and Tools Tax  

4. Sales and Use Tax  

5. Business License Fee  

6. Lodging Tax  

7. Meals Tax  

8. Other Taxes or Fees  

9. Total Estimated Tax Abatement  

10. Total Estimated Tax Revenue  

5. Potential Costs to the City  

a. Increased infrastructure costs  

b. Increased demand on utility systems exceeding current capacity  

6. Potential Benefits  

a. Number of Projected Jobs  

i. Temporary  

ii. Construction  

iii. Permanent  

b. Average Wages  
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c. Community Benefit  

7. Proposed Financing  

a. The proposed purchase and development financing  

b. Whether financing has been secured  

8. Contingencies  

9. The anticipated Due Diligence Period  

10. Whether the Last Use of the property was Public and requires ¾ approval  

11. Proposed Construction period including the Start Date and Completion Date  

 

Pre-Disposition  

 

1. Office of Economic Development (OED) Staff submits a request through the 

City Manager to City Council to schedule a Public Hearing regarding the approval 

of an Resolution authorizing the City Manager to sell vacant City-owned real estate 

property.  

2. OED Staff maintains a list of vacant City-owned real estate property that is 

available for sale.  

3. OED Staff markets property and solicits proposals for the purchase of City-

owned real estate property.  

4. All solicited or unsolicited proposals must be submitted to the Office of 

Economic Development Staff to begin the review process. 
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Exhibit B 

 

[Proposed Disposition Process to be Adopted] 

 

City of Petersburg Disposition Guidelines for City-Owned Real Estate Property 

 

Pre-Disposition  

 

1. Department of Economic Development (DED) Staff submits a request through the City 

Manager to City Council for the approval of a Resolution authorizing the City Manager 

to market and offer for sale specified City-owned real estate property.  

 

2. DED Staff maintains a list of vacant City-owned real estate property that is available for 

sale.  

 

3. DED Staff markets property and solicits proposals for the purchase of City-owned real 

estate property.  

 

4. All proposals must be submitted to the Department of Economic Development Staff to 

begin the review process.  

 

Disposition 

 

1. A complete Project Proposal and/or Assessment Form describing the proposal for each 

parcel are submitted by a Prospective Purchaser to the Department of Economic 

Development (DED). 

 

2. DED Staff completes the Assessment Form to evaluate the Purchase Proposal and 

then the City Manager or their designee negotiates terms of a Purchase Agreement.  

  

3. The negotiated Purchase Agreement is submitted to and reviewed by Legal Counsel and 

shall include unless otherwise determined by DED Staff or Council:  

 

a. A due diligence period for the purchaser to investigate the property prior to 

purchase;  

b. A Development Agreement requirement which requires the purchaser to 

submit a Development Agreement that is reviewed and approved by Council 

which describes the proposed development and use of the property, identifies 

a timeline for completion of the project, and identifies funding sources and 

financial wherewithal of the purchaser to complete the project 
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c. The Development Agreement identified in paragraph 3(b) is incorporated 

into the deed of sale by reference so that it will run with the land for the 

duration of the Development Period 

d. Claw Back provisions that require the purchaser (or any subsequent purchaser) to 

complete the development within the time period prescribed by the Development 

Agreement, and a reversion clause that is also included in the Deed of Sale 

enabling the City to re-acquire the property if the deadline is not met. 

e. An Earnest Money Deposit Requirement Earnest Deposit totaling 10% of the final 

purchase price (9% Refundable) 

 

 

4. Upon completion of review, the City Attorney shall return the Purchase Agreement to 

DED Staff who shall secure execution by the Purchaser (thus creating their formal offer 

to purchase the property). 

 

 

5. Staff requests that the City Council schedules a Public Hearing requesting adoption of an 

Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to execute the Purchase Agreement described 

above.  

  

a. The Code of Virginia requires a public hearing concerning the disposal of City 

property.  

b. The Constitution of Virginia requires an affirmative vote of the governing body of 

an ordinance or resolution prior to the sale of property and three-fourths of the 

governing body if the use of the property at the time of sale or prior thereto was a 

public use.  

   

6. The Ordinance and related documents are submitted to the City Council for review and 

consideration following the Public Hearing. If approved, the City Manager is authorized 

to execute the Purchase Agreement.  

 

a. Council may adopt the Ordinance signifying acceptance of the offer to purchase; 

deny the Ordinance signifying rejection of the offer to purchase; or modify the 

terms of the purchase agreement signifying a counteroffer to the proposed 

purchase. 

 

 

7. The City Attorney must sign the Purchase Agreement signifying approval as to 

form, and the City Manager shall thereafter execute the Purchase Agreement on 

behalf of the City.   

  

8. The Prospective Purchaser submits Earnest Deposit (if applicable) totaling 10% of 

the final purchase price (9% Refundable), with the signed Final Purchase 

Agreement.  
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9. Purchaser Due Diligence Period (typically not to exceed 120 Days unless otherwise 

negotiated in Purchase Agreement approved by Council)   

  

10. A Development Agreement (if applicable) is negotiated and drafted, executed by 

Purchaser, and submitted by Purchaser to DED Staff during the Due Diligence 

Period.  

 

11. The Development Agreement is submitted to the City Council by DED Staff in 

conjunction with Purchaser for approval via Resolution. If approved, the 

Development Agreement is executed as approved as to form by the City Attorney 

and executed by the City Manager on behalf of the City. 

 

12. Closing occurs and documents referencing all previous agreements are recorded and the 

final payment is made by the Purchaser.   

 

 

Assessment Criteria 

 

The following are considered in the assessment of proposals for the purchase of City-owned real 

estate property:  

 

Initial proposals should begin at the assessed value with possible negotiated deductions at 

the discretion of the City Manager or their designee. All proposals should include a 

tentative business plan, site development plan, and supporting financial statement(s). If the 

supporting documents and purchase proposal do not meet the Assessment criteria detailed 

below, this may result in rejection of the proposal.    

 

1. Ability of the Prospective Purchaser to Realize Development   

a. Experience/Qualifications of the prospective Purchaser  

b. Any Outstanding Obligations to the City by the prospective Purchaser  

c. Financial Backing 

 

2. The proposed use of the property  

a. Whether the proposed use complies with the current zoning of the property  

b. Whether the proposed use complies with the Comprehensive Plan  

 

3. The proposed development of the property  

a. Whether the development would include improvements that increase the value  
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b. Whether the property would be maintained as open space without 

improvements 

c. Whether the development would include New Construction  

d. Whether the development would include Rehabilitation of existing structures  

e. Whether the property is eligible for Rehab Real Estate Tax Abatement  

f. Whether the property is a historic structure and/or located in a Historic District  

g. Whether the property is eligible for Enterprise Zone or other Incentives  

 

4. The potential City Return (Revenue - Cost)  

a. The current assessed value of the property  

b. The potential City Revenue from the sale of the property including:  

i. The proposed purchase price  

ii. The proposed total investment in the property and Projected Tax  

c. Future revenue associated with the sale of the property including:  

i. Real Estate Tax  

ii. Personal Property Tax  

iii. Machinery and Tools Tax  

iv. Sales and Use Tax  

v. Business License Fee  

vi. Lodging Tax  

vii. Meals Tax  

viii. Other Taxes or Fees  

ix. Total Estimated Tax Revenue  

 

5. Potential Costs to the City  

a. Increased infrastructure costs  

b. Increased demand on utility systems exceeding current capacity  

c. Total Estimated Tax Abatement 

 

6. Potential Benefits  

a. Number of Projected Jobs  

i. Temporary  

ii. Construction  

iii. Permanent  

b. Average Wages  

c. Community Benefit  

 

7. Proposed Financing  

a. The proposed purchase and development financing  

b. Whether financing has been secured  

 

8. Contingencies  

9. The anticipated Due Diligence Period  

10. Whether the Last Use of the property was Public and requires ¾ approval  
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11. Proposed Construction period including the Start Date and Completion Date 
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  16.c
. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
  

FROM: Wayne Crocker 
  

RE: Consideration of approval for Petersburg Law Library Appropriation in the amount of 
$22,000 - 2nd Reading 

 

PURPOSE: 

To provide funds  to continue to support the Petersburg Law Library.
 

REASON: The Petersburg Law Library provides access to legal research and information tools for the local 
Bar and for the residents of Petersburg. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council approve the appropriation ordnance for the Law Library 
funds. 
 

BACKGROUND: The City assesses a fee as a part of the costs incident to each civil action filed in any court 
located within the City.  This fee is collected by the Clerk of the Court in which the action is filed and remitted 
to the Collector of City taxes and held by the Treasurer for the acquisition of law books, law periodicals, and 
computer legal research services and equipment for the establishment, use and maintenance of a law library.
 

COST TO CITY: $22,000

BUDGETED ITEM: N/A

REVENUE TO CITY: $22,000 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: N/A
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: Library Services
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: N/A
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REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: N/A
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Law Library Ordinance 2020
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AN ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, SAID ORDINANCE
MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR

COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021
FOR THE LAW LIBRARY FUND

_____________________________________________________________________

  

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Petersburg, Virginia:

I. That appropriations for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2020, are made for the 
following resources and revenues of the city, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021 for 
the Law Library.

Previously adopted                 $                   0
             

ADD:  Law Library                             22,000.00
       (3-201-016155-0001)                                      
                          

Total Revenue                    $     22,000.00

II. That appropriations for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2020, are made for the 
following resources and expenditures of the city, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020 
for the Law Library.

Previously adopted                            $                   0
             

ADD: Law Library .                                              22,000.00
(4-201-073100-6012)

                                             
 Total Expenses                   $     22,000.00
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  16.d. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
Lionel Lyons, Deputy City Manager of Development

  

FROM: Tangela Innis 
  

RE: An Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to execute the Commercial Lease 
Agreement between Lending Tree and the City of Petersburg for the property located at 
20 E. Tabb Street Petersburg, VA. 

 

PURPOSE: The purpose is for City Council to provide authorization for the City Manager to execute the 
Commercial Lease with Lending Tree for the leased property located at 20 E. Tabb Street Petersburg, VA for 
the period of January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2022.
 
 

REASON: The City has received the Commercial Lease for the leased property located at 20 E, Tabb St. and 
this ordinance which authorizes the City Manager to execute the agreement for the period of January 01, 2021 
through December 31, 2022. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: City Council review and approve the attached ordinance.
 

BACKGROUND: The City approved the initial lease with between the City and Lending Tree for the 
purposes to lease the property located at 20 E. Tabb Street. The initial term of the agreement was January 01, 
2019 through December 31, 2020. in the amount of $36, 000. This space is currently being utilized as the 
Department of Community Corrections and the Magistrate Office.

 

COST TO CITY:  $72,000 (2 Years)
$43,000 City $28,000 State Funded CCCA/PSA Grant (Community Corrections Comprehensive Act & Pretrial 
Act)

BUDGETED ITEM: YES

REVENUE TO CITY: N/A 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
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CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: 

 
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: Department of Public Utilities and Capital Projects, Community Corrections and 
Magistrate Office
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: 

 
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Lending Tree - Draft City of Petersburg 10-23-20182021112acw
2. Commercial Lease Agreement 20 E Tabb 2019 -2020
3. ordinance (1)
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 COMMERCIAL LEASE AGREEMENT 

 

THIS AGREEMENT OF LEASE made this              day of                                        

, 2020 by and between LENDING TREE LLC, hereinafter referred to as Lessor, and CITY OF 

PETERSBURG, hereinafter referred to as Lessee. 

 

 

WITNESSETH:  That in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements herein 

contained, it is agreed by and between Lessor and Lessee as follows: 

 

1. Premises.  The Lessor does hereby lease and demise unto the Lessee, and the 

Lessee does hereby rent from the Lessor a portion of a building situated in the City of 

Petersburg, Virginia and designated by current street address of 20 E. Tabb Street, designated as 

the entire 3rd floor of the building which is 3,750 square feet , more or less. (the "Leased 

Premises”).  

 

2. TERM.  The term of the lease shall begin on January 1, 2021 and end on 

December 31, 2022. 

 

3. RENT.  The said Lessee agrees to pay to the owner for the use and rent of said 

premises, the sum of three thousand dollars ($3,000.00) per month payable on the 1st day of each 

and every month consecutively beginning on January 1, 2021, and continuing for a period ending 

on December 1, 2022.   

 

     B. Such rental shall be payable in advance without formal demand, as otherwise 

directed by Owner. There shall be a late charge of ten percent (10%) of the rental payment for 

any rental payment received after the 5th day of each month.   

 

     C. Rent shall be paid to LENDING TREE LLC at 11532 Centennial Rd, Prince 

George VA 23875, or at such other place as Lessor may from time to time designate in writing. 

 

 D. If Lessee shall fail to make any required payment within thirty (30) days 

from the date the same become due and payable, such unpaid amounts shall bear interest from 

the due date thereof to the date of payment at the rate of eighteen percent (18%) per annum or 

the highest rate permitted by applicable law, whichever is less. 

 

E. Rent payments will be applied first to all past due balances of rent and 

other charges owing under this Lease.  The remaining portion, if any, of such rent payments will 

be applied to current rent. 

 

F. None of the provisions of this Paragraph shall be construed to extend the 

date for payment or to limit Lessor in the exercise of its rights under this Lease. 
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 4. SECURITY DEPOSIT.  Lessee has paid the amount $0.00 to Lessor as a 

security deposit, hereinafter referred to as "the Security Deposit," for the faithful performance of 

the obligations of Lessee under this Lease. If Lessee defaults under this Lease, Lessor may use 

the Security Deposit, or a portion or portions thereof, to satisfy Obligations of Lessee under this 

Lease. To the extent the Security Deposit is not so used, it will be returned to Lessee at the end 

of this Lease, without interest If Lessor sells the Leased Premises while this Lease is in effect, 

such sale will be subject to this Lease and Lessor will deliver to the new owner die Security 

Deposit or portion thereof that has not been used by Lessor as authorized by this paragraph. 

Upon such delivery of the Security Deposit or portion thereof, Lessor will have no further 

obligation to return Security Deposit or any portion thereof to Lessee. 

 

5. BAD CHECKS.  Lessee agrees to pay as additional rent a charge of fifty dollars 

($50.00) for each check returned for insufficient funds.  This charge will be in addition to any 

late fee which may be due.  If any of Lessee's checks are returned to Lessor for insufficient 

funds, Lessor will have the option of requiring that further payments must be paid by cash, 

cashier's check, certified check or money order. 
 

6. HOLDOVER.  If the Lessee remains in possession of the Leased Premises at the 

end of the term or option term, if taken, this Lease will automatically continue on a month-to-

month basis at a monthly rate of the previous month’s rent upon the same provisions, covenants 

and . conditions until terminated by the serving of thirty (30) days written notice by either the 

Lessor or the Lessee. Such notice by either Lessor or Lessee becomes effective on the first day of 

the month following written notice unless such notice is given on the first day of the month, in 

which case the notice becomes effective immediately. 
 

7. DELIVERY OF POSSESSION TO LESSEE.  The Lessor shall deliver possession 

of the Leased Premises to the Lessee on the date of the commencement of this Lease. If the 

Lessor is unable to give possession of the Leased Premises on the date of commencement of the 

Lease tram because the Leased Premises are not ready for occupancy, or because a Temporary 

Certificate of Occupancy has not been procured, or for any other reason, the Lessor shall not be 

subject to any liability for such inability to give possession. In such case of the Lessor unable to 

give possession, the Lessee will not be required to pay rent until possession is granted. 

 

8. USE AND OCCUPANCY OF PREMISES.  The Lessor grants the Lessee the 

right to use the Leased Premises for a business and legal offices with related services. The 

Lessee shall restrict its use to such purposes and shall not permit the Leased Premises to be used 

for any other purpose(s) without written consent of the Lessor, which consent shall not be 

withheld unreasonably, conditioned or delayed. The Lessee shall (A) remove all trash 

accumulated in connection with its use of the Leased Premises, (B) permit no nuisance in the 

Leased Premises, (C) keep the Leased Premises free of insects and other pests, (D) immediately 

provide a key to Lessor and his agent in the event Lessee rekeys or replaces the lodes, (E) be 

responsible for providing its own parking since none is provided by Lessor and (F) use the 

Leased Premises in a manner which complies with all laws, ordinances and regulations 
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applicable thereto, including without limitation all laws, ordinances and regulations relating to 

hazardous and/or toxic materials. The Lessee warrants that it will not allow hazardous and/or 

toxic materials on the Leased premise. The Lessee shall indemnify the Lessor from liability for 

damage and loss including any costs arising out of the presence of hazardous substances on the 

Leased Premises, along with reasonable attorney’s fees, incurred by the Lessor as a result of such 

action, other than those which may have been caused by the Lessor. 

 

9. UTILITIES, WATER, AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL CHARGES. The Lessor 

shall be responsible for and shall pay when due all charges for all utilities supplied to and/or used 

in the said premises, including but not limited to, water and sewage disposal charged with the 

exception of phone and internet service. 

 

10. TAXES: The Lessor will pay all real estate taxes and assessments on the Leased 

Premises. The Lessee will pay all taxes on its property on the Leased Premises. 

 

11. DAMAGE OR DESTRUCTION OF THE PREMISES.  If the Leased 

Premises or any part thereof are damaged by fire, the elements, or any other casualty, not caused 

by the negligence of tire Lessee or the Lessee's employee(s) or agent(s), and remains wholly 

tenantable, the Lessor shall at its own expense cause such damage to be repaired and the rent 

shall not abate. If by any reason of such occurrence the Leased Premises shall be rendered 

untenantable only in part, the Lessor shall at its own expense cause damage to be repaired and, 

until the repairs are performed, the rent shall abate proportionately as to the portion of the Leased 

Premises rendered untenantable. If by reason of such occurrence the Leased Premises shall be 

rendered wholly untenantable, the Lessor shall at its own expense cause such damage to be 

repaired and, until the repairs are performed, the rent shall abate in full, provided, however, that 

the Lessor shall have the right, to be exercised by notice given to the Lessee within sixty (60) 

days after the date of such occurrence, to elect not to repair the Leased Premises, and in such 

event this Lease shall be terminated as of the date of such occurrence, and the rent shall be 

prorated as of such date. If by reason of such occurrence the Leased Premises is rendered wholly 

untenantable for more than ninety (90) days, the Lessee will have the right to terminate this 

Lease by given written notice to the Lessor and the rent will be prorated as of the date of such 

occurrence. If any such damage is caused by negligence of the Lessee and/or the Lessee's 

employee(s) or agent(s), there shall be no abatement of rent or right of the Lessee to terminate 

this lease during any reasonable period required for repairs. 

 

12. ALTERATIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS.  Lessee agrees that no alterations, 

installations, repairs or decoration (including painting, staining and applying other finishes) shall 

be done without Lessor's written consent.  Such consent will not be unreasonably withheld.  

However, Lessor may require Lessee to return the Premises to its original condition when this 

Lease terminates or expires.  In addition, Lessor may require that any change, alteration or 

improvements to the Premises will become a permanent part of the Premises which may not be 

removed upon the termination or expiration of this Lease.  Such changes or improvements will 

include, but not be limited to, locks, light fixtures, shutters, built-in shelves or bookcases, wall-

to-wall carpeting, flowers and shrubs. 
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13. INSPECTIONS AND ACCESS.  Lessor and its representatives may enter the 

Premises to make inspections and repairs and to show the Premises to prospective Lessee, 

purchasers, mortgages, workers and contractors and shall have the right to erect or place "For 

Sale" or "For Rent" signs thereon.  Except in case of emergency or when it is impractical to give 

notice, Lessor will give Lessee reasonable notice of Lessor's intent to enter and may enter the 

Premises only at reasonable times.  

 

14. COVENANTS BY LESSOR.  

 

 A. The Lessor shall maintain and repair the Leased Premises unless due to 

negligence of Lessee. Lessor further covenants and agrees to comply with applicable building 

and housing code requirements materially affecting health and safety. 

 

B. Lessor's failure to comply with the above requirements will not be grounds 

for Lessee's termination of this Lease unless Lessee has given Lessor written notice of the 

defective condition and Lessor has failed to remedy the condition within 21 days.  However, 

Lessee may not terminate this Lease if Lessee or some other person on the Premises with 

Lessee's consent intentionally or negligently caused the defective condition.  Such defective 

conditions will be repaired at Lessee's expense.  Any termination by Lessee shall be made in 

accordance with the section of this Lease concerning breach by Lessor. 

 

15. COVENANTS BY LESSEE.   

 

A. Lessee covenants and agrees to keep the Premises clean and safe; use all 

electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilating and air-conditioning facilities and appliances in a 

reasonable manner; conduct themselves, and require guests to conduct themselves, in a 

reasonable manner consist with its type of business; and to take care not to intentionally or 

negligently destroy, damage or remove any part of the Premises, and that they will not permit 

any person to do so. 

 

B. Lessee agrees not to change or add locks without giving Lessor immediate 

notice and a duplicate of all keys. 

 

C. Lessee covenants and agrees to provide for the replacement of any useable 

item such as the replacement of light bulbs and also agrees to change the air filter a minimum of 

once a month. 

D. Upon the expiration or termination of this Lease, Lessee agrees to deliver 

the Premises in good and clean condition, ordinary wear and tear excepted.  Lessee agrees to 

pay the cost of all repairs and cleaning required by wear and tear beyond the ordinary. 

 

E. During the duration of this Lease, Lessee agrees to give Lessor prompt 

written notice of any defects or damage in the Premises, its equipment, appliances and fixtures.  

If further damage occurs between the time Lessee learns that a defect exists and the time Lessor 
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learns of such defect, Lessee will be liable for the costs of any repairs of such additional damage 

which might have been avoided had Lessee promptly notified Lessor of the defect. 

 

F. Lessee agrees to pay all costs resulting from the intentional or negligent 

destruction, damage or removal of any part of the Premises by Lessee or by any of Lessee's 

guests, invitees, customers or other persons on the Premises with Lessee's consent. 

 
 

16. Surrender of Premises.  Upon the expiration or sooner termination of the Lease 

Term, Lessee agrees, without the necessity of notice, to quit and surrender the Premises, broom-

clean, in good condition and repair, reasonable wear and tear excepted, together with all keys and 

combinations to locks, safes and vaults and all improvements, alterations, additions, fixtures and 

equipment at any time made or installed in, upon or to the interior or exterior of the Premises, 

except personal property and other unattached movable trade fixtures put in at Lessee's expense, 

all of which shall thereupon become the property of Lessor without any claim by Lessee therefor, 

but the surrender of such property to Lessor shall not be deemed to be a payment of rent or in 

lieu of any rent reserved hereunder.  Before surrendering the Premises, Lessee shall remove all 

of Lessee's said personal property and unattached movable trade fixtures and, at Lessor's option, 

Lessee shall also remove as directed by Lessor any improvements, alterations, additions, fixtures, 

equipment and decorations at any time made or installed by Lessee in, upon or to the interior or 

exterior of the Premises, and Lessee further agrees to repair any damage caused by such removal.  

If Lessee shall fail to remove any of Lessee's personal property and trade fixtures, such personal 

property and trade fixtures shall, at the option of Lessor, either (i) be deemed abandoned and 

become the exclusive property of Lessor; or (ii) removed and stored by Lessor, at the expense of 

Lessee, without further notice to or demand upon Lessee, and Lessor may hold Lessee 

responsible for any and all charges and expenses incurred by Lessor therefor.  If the Premises be 

not surrendered as and when aforesaid, Lessee shall indemnify Lessor against all loss or liability 

resulting from the delay by Lessee in so surrendering the same, including, without limitation, any 

claims made by any succeeding occupant founded on such delay.  Lessee's obligations under 

this Paragraph shall survive the expiration or sooner termination of the Lease Term. 

 

17. ABANDONMENT OF PREMISES OR PROPERTY.  If occupants of the 

premises will be absent from the premises for more than 20 days, Lessee will give prior written 

notice of such absence to Lessor.  If Lessee fails to give such notice, Lessor may deem the 

premises to be abandoned and may re-enter and re-let the premises.  Lessee will remain liable 

for all rent and any damages until the premises are re-let or the term expires, whichever occurs 

first.  Any personal property Lessee leaves on the premises after the termination or expiration of 

this Lease or the abandonment of the premises may be treated by Lessor as abandoned property.  

Lessor may immediately remove the property from the premises and place it in storage for 

safekeeping for a period not less than one month from the date this Lease terminates and 

possession of the premises is delivered to Lessor.  Lessee may reclaim the property during this 

one month period, provided that Lessee pays the cost of its removal and storage.  Upon 

expiration of the one month period, Lessor may dispose of the property as Lessor so desires, so 

long as Lessor gives Lessee 10 days' written notice prior to such disposal.  Any funds received 
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by Lessor from the disposal of Lessee's property will be applied to Lessee's indebtedness to 

Lessor for unpaid rent or damages, including but not limited to removal, storage, and sale of 

Lessee's property.  Any remaining funds will be treated as security deposit.  (This section does 

not apply if Lessor has been granted a writ of possession for the premises and execution of such 

writ has been completed according to law.) 

 

 

    

 

  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

18. BODILY INJURY AND PROPERTY DAMAGE. Lessor is not an insurer of

Lessee's person or property.   Except to the extent provided by law, Lessor will not be liable to 
Lessee for any bodily injury or property damage suffered by Lessee or Lessee's guests, 
employees, invitees, customers and persons on the Premises with Lessee's consent.

19. Indemnity.

  A. To the extent permissible under the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 

Lessee hereby agrees to defend, pay, indemnify and save free and harmless  Lessor from and 

against any and all claims, demands, fines, suits, actions, proceedings, orders, decrees and 

judgments of any kind or nature by or in favor of anyone whomsoever and from and  against any 

and all costs and expenses, including attorneys' fees, resulting from or in connection with loss of 

life, bodily or personal injury or property damage arising, directly or indirectly, out of or from or 

on account of any occurrence in, upon, at or from the Premises or occasioned  wholly or in part 

as a result of any act or omission of Lessee or any subLessee, concessionaire or  licensee of 
Lessee, or their respective employees, agents, contractors or invitees in, upon, at or  from the 

Premises.

  B. Lessee shall give prompt notice to Lessor in case of fire or other casualty or 
accidents in the Premises or of any defects therein or in any of its fixtures, machinery or 
equipment.

  C.   In case Lessor, without fault on its part, shall be made a party to any litigation 
commenced by or against Lessee, then Lessee shall indemnify and hold Lessor harmless 
therefrom and shall pay Lessor all costs and expenses, including reasonable attorneys' fees,

which Lessor may sustain by reason thereof.

  D. Lessee expressly acknowledges that all of the foregoing provisions of this 
Paragraph shall apply and become effective from and after the date Lessor shall deliver 
possession of the Premises to Lessee in accordance with the terms of this Lease.

20. Insurance. At all times while this Lease is in effect, the Lessor shall maintain

fire and extended insurance covering the Leased Premises for its full replacement value and the 
Lessee shall not do or permit anything to be done to the Leased Premises, or bring or keep 
anything therein, which will increase the rate of fire insurance. The lessee shall maintain (A)

insurance covering its personal property for its full replacement value and (B) at least

$1,000,000.00 for injury to person (including without limitation death) and damage to for Leased
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Premises, covering the Lessee and the Lessor (as an additional insured) for the actions of the 

Lessee and the Lessee's employee(s), guest(s) and agent(s). The liability insurance policy shall 

provide that the Lessor shall be notified by the insurance company at least thirty (30) days before 

any cancellation, termination or non-renewal of for policy, and all of the policies required by this 

paragraph shall be endorsed to prohibit subrogation by the insurance company against for Lessor 

or the Lessee or any employee or agent of for Lessor or the Lessee. The Lessee shall furnish for 

Lessor with a certificate or other evidence from the insurance company confirming that any 

coverage required by this paragraph is in effect 

 

 

21. RULES AND REGULATIONS.  Lessee agrees to comply with Lessor's 

reasonable and non-discriminatory rules and regulations which concern the use and occupancy of 

the Premises, which intend to promote the convenience, safety or welfare of Lessee or preserve 

Lessor's property from abusive conduct.  Lessor agrees to give Lessee reasonable notice of any 

new rules or regulations before enforcing such rules and regulations against Lessee. 

 

 

    

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

24. BREACH BY LESSEE. 

 

A.  Non-Payment of Rent.  If rent or any other payment due to Lessor is unpaid 

when due, and Lessee fails to pay rent within five (5) days after service of written notice of non-

payment and Lessor's intention to terminate this Lease if payment is not made within such five 

(5) day period, then Lessor may terminate this Lease and proceed to obtain possession of the 

Premises and recover damages, costs, and/or seek injunctive relief, together with reasonable 

attorney fees as may be permitted by law. 

 

B.  Non-Compliance with Lease.  Lessor may terminate this Lease if there is a 

material non-compliance by Lessee with any provision of this Lease, other than a non-payment 

22. TERMINATION OF LEASE.

  A.   This Lease will automatically terminate at the end of the lease term.   The 
termination of this Lease will terminate Lessee's right to occupancy but it will not terminate any 
claims Lessee or Lessor may have arising out of events occurring during the lease term or during 
any holdover by Lessee.  This Lease is subject to annual appropriation by City Council for the 

City of Petersburg.  In the event of a failure to appropriate, the parties shall have no further 

obligations under this contract without recourse.

  B.   No agreement renewing or extending this Lease will be effective unless that 
agreement is in writing and signed by Lessee and Lessor.

23. ASSIGNMENT OR SUBLET. Lessee will not assign this Lease or sublet the

Premises without Lessor's prior written consent.    No assignment or sublet will release Lessee

from continuing liability for the full performance of this Lease unless Lessor signs a written 
statement clearly releasing Lessee from such liability.
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of rent or any other payment due Lessor, and Lessee shall fail to comply with such provision 

within twenty-one (21) days after Lessee's receipt of written notice from Lessor specifying the 

act(s) and/or omission(s) constituting the breach and stating that this Lease shall terminate on a 

date not less than thirty (30) days after Lessee's receipt of such notice if the breach is not 

remedied in twenty-one (21) days.  If the breach is capable of remedy, and Lessee adequately 

remedies the breach prior to the date specified in the notice, this Lease shall not terminate.  If 

Lessee fails to remedy the breach prior to the date specified in the notice, Lessor may proceed to 

obtain possession and recover damages, costs, and/or injunctive relief, together with reasonable 

attorneys' fees as may be permitted by law. 

 

C.  Non-Remediable, Criminal or Willful Breach.  Notwithstanding the 

foregoing, (i) if Lessee commits a breach which is not remediable, or is a willful subsequent 

breach of a like nature as a previous breach which was remedied by Lessee following notice, 

Lessor may give written notice to Lessee specifying the act(s) and/or omission(s) constituting the 

breach (and, if applicable, that there was a breach of a like nature) and stating that this Lease 

shall terminate on a date not less than thirty (30) days after Lessee's receipt of such notice; and 

(ii) if Lessee commits a breach which involves a criminal or willful act which is not remediable 

and which poses a threat to health or safety, Lessor may terminate this Lease immediately.  

Following such termination, Lessor may proceed to obtain possession of the Premises and 

recover damages, costs, and reasonable attorneys' fees as may be permitted by law. 

 

D.  Damages.  In the event of any breach of this Lease, if Lessor pursues any 

remedies set forth above (and regardless of whether such remedies are prosecuted to judgment), 

Lessee will be liable as follows: 

 

(1) For all past due rent and other charges; 

 

(2) For all additional rent (future rent) that would have accrued until 

the expiration of the term of this Lease or until a new lease term begins provided (i) that this will 

not affect Lessor's duty to minimize the damages by making reasonable efforts to enter into a 

new lease as soon as practical, and (ii) that if Lessor obtains a judgment for future rent, Lessor 

shall apply as a credit towards that judgment all funds received by Lessor as rent for the 

Premises for these months for which the judgment for future rent was awarded; 

 

(3) For all expenses Lessor may incur for cleaning, painting, and 

repairing the Premises due to Lessee's failure to leave the Premises thoroughly clean and in good 

condition, reasonable wear and tear excepted; 

 

(4) For any court costs, as well as for the cost of service of notice or of 

process by a sheriff or private process server; 

 

(5) Where the Lessee's breach of this Lease results from Lessee's 

willful non-compliance, Lessee shall be liable for reasonable attorney fees (defined as the greater 

of $500.00 or 25% of the recovery) incurred by Lessor (i) in collecting rent, other charges or 
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damages, and (ii) in obtaining possession of the Premises. 

 

25. BREACH BY LESSOR.   

 

A.  If Lessor (a) commits a material breach of this Lease, or (b) fails to a 

substantial extent to comply with any laws with which Lessor must comply and which materially 

affect Lessee's health and safety, Lessee may give written notice to Lessor identifying the acts 

and omissions constituting a Lessor's breach and stating that this Lease will terminate upon a 

specific date not less than 30 days from the date Lessor receives the notice, unless Lessor 

remedies the breach within 21 days.  If Lessor remedies the breach within that 21-day period, 

this Lease will not be subject to termination by Lessee in that instance.  If Lessor's breach is not 

remediable, or if Lessor has been served with a prior written notice which required Lessor to 

remedy a breach, and Lessor did remedy such breach and then intentionally commits a 

subsequent breach of like nature as the prior breach, then Lessee may give written notice to 

Lessor specifying the acts and omissions constituting the breach and stating that this Lease will 

terminate on a specific date not less than 30 days after Lessor's receipt of such notice. 

 

B.  Lessee will not have the right to terminate this Lease because of conditions 

caused by the intentional or negligent acts of Lessee or persons on the Premises with Lessee's 

consent. 

 

C.  In addition, Lessee will have the right to pursue all other remedies available, 

including injunctive relief to order Lessor to remedy the breach. 

 

26. RENT WITHHOLDING.   

 

A.  Lessee may not withhold rent because of conditions on the Premises which 

constitute a fire hazard or serious threat to the life, health or safety of occupants thereof, or a 

material non-compliance on the part of Lessor with this Lease or provisions of law, and Lessor is 

required to repair unless Lessee has given Lessor written notice of the condition and Lessor has 

failed to successfully repair the condition within a reasonable period of time.  If Lessee 

withholds rent because Lessor has breached this Lease, Lessee must immediately give Lessor a 

second written notice of the breach and of any conditions of the Premises which Lessor is 

required to remedy or repair and must state that rent is being withheld for such reasons. If Lessor 

then sues Lessee for possession of the Premises or for withheld rent, Lessee must promptly pay 

the rent to the court, which will hold the rent until it decides what portion, if any, should be paid 

to Lessor. 

 

B.  If conditions exist which Lessor is required to remedy and which create a fire 

hazard or serious threat to the health or safety of Lessee, Lessee may file an action in a court of 

competent jurisdiction to terminate this Lease, to require Lessor to repair the Premises, or to 

obtain other relief.  In such an action, Lessee may pay rent to the court to be held until Lessee's 

action is decided. 
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C.  If Lessee withholds rent or pays rent into court under this section and the 

court finds (a) that Lessee has acted in bad faith, (b) that Lessee, Lessee's guests have caused the 

conditions or (c) that Lessee, Lessee's guests have refused unreasonably to allow Lessor or 

Lessor's agent to enter the Premises to make repairs, after receiving written notice of the 

condition, Lessee will be liable for Lessor's reasonable costs, including costs for time spent, 

court costs, any repair costs due to Lessee's violation of this Lease, and attorney fees. 

 

27.  Jury Trial/ Mediation.  Lessee and Lessor both waive a trial by jury of any or all 

issues arising in any action or proceeding between the parties hereto or their successors, under or 

connected with this Lease, or any of its provisions. Prior to bringing a suit in court arising over 

any dispute in this Agreement, the parties shall make a good faith attempt at mediation 

 

28. NOTICES.  Every notice, demand, request or other communication which may 

be or is required to be given under this Lease or by law shall be sent by United States Certified or 

Registered Mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, or sent by Federal Express or other 

overnight or express mail delivery service and shall be addressed:  (i) if to Lessor, to Lessor's 

Mailing Address as written below; and (ii) if to the Lessee, to Lessee's Mailing Address as 

written below.  Notice sent to one Lessee is deemed to be Notice sent to both Lessee. Either 

party may designate, by written notice to the other party, any other address for such purposes. 
 

29. MECHANIC'S LIENS.  The Lessee shall not permit any mechanic’s or 

materialmen’s liens to be filed against or upon the Leased Premises for work claimed to have 

been done for, or materials claimed to have been furnished to the Lessee. The Lessee, at its sole 

cost and expense, including but not limited to attorney's fees incurred in connection with the 

discharge of a lien or the filing of any bond required by law, shall cause any such lien to be 

released or discharged within ten (10) days after notification of the filing thereof by the Lessor. 
 

30. SIGNS.  Before installing any signs (which must comply with city or county sign 

ordinances), the Lessee will obtain the prior written consent of the Lessor, which consent will 

not be unreasonably withheld. The Lessee will remove any such signs at the end of the Lease and 

will repair any and all damage caused by or due to the installation, maintenance and/or removal 

of such signs. 

 

31. HEADINGS.  The headings of the sections of this Lease are inserted for 

convenience only and do not alter or amend the provisions that follow such headings. 

 

32. GOVERNING LAW/VENUE.  This Lease is entered into and shall be 

construed under the laws of the State of Virginia. The parties agree that proper venue for any 

legal action or suit concerning this lease is Petersburg, Virginia. 

 

33. SEVERABILITY.  Any provision of this Lease which is prohibited by, or 

unlawful or unenforceable under, Virginia law shall be ineffective only to the extent of such 

prohibition without invalidating the remaining provisions of this Lease. 
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34. RELATIONSHIP OF PARTIES.  Nothing contained in this Lease shall be 

deemed to constitute or be construed to create the relationship of principal and agent, 

partnership, joint venturers or any other relationship between the parties hereto, other than the 

relationship of Lessor and Lessee. 
 

35. TRANSFER OF PROPERTY.  In the event of the sale of the Leased Premises by 

the Lessor subject to the terms and provisions of this Lease, the Lessor shall thereupon be 

released from all liability, assuming the liability is assumed by the new Lessor. 
 

36. NON-WAIVER OF FUTURE PERFORMANCE.  The failure of the Lessor to 

insist upon strict performance of any of the covenants, conditions or agreements of this Lease, or 

to exercise any option herein conferred, shall not be construed as a waiver or relinquishment of 

the fixture performance of any such covenants, conditions or options, but the same shall be and 

remain in full force and effect 
 

37. BINDING EFFECT.  This Lease shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of 

and be enforceable by the respective heirs, successors and assigns of the parties hereto. 
 

38. QUIET ENJOYMENT.  Upon due performance of the covenants and agreements 

to be performed by the Lessee under the terms and provisions of this Lease, the Lessor covenants 

that the Lessee shall and may at all times peaceably and quietly have, hold and enjoy the 

property during the term of this Lease. 
 

39. GENDER. Any word contained in the text of this Lease shall read as the singular 

or the plural and as the masculine, feminine or neuter gender as may be applicable in the 

particular context. 

 

40. FAILURE TO ENFORCE LEASE NOT A WAIVER.  Lessor's acceptance of 

rent payments or conduct not in compliance with Lessee's obligations under this Lease or waiver 

of a breach by Lessee shall not be interpreted as a waiver of any subsequent breach or non-

compliance, and this Lease shall continue in full force and effect.  Lessee is hereby notified that 

acceptance by Lessor of rent payments from Lessee with knowledge of a material non-

compliance by Lessee shall not constitute a waiver of Lessor's right to terminate this Lease by 

reason of such non-compliance. 

 

41. JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY.  If more than one Lessee signs this 

Lease, all persons signing as Lessee shall be jointly and severally liable for all obligations of 

Lessee set forth in this Lease. 

 

 42. NO PRESUMPTION OF AUTHORSHIP.  The Lessee or Lessor acknowledge 

that this Agreement is the result of extensive negotiation between the parties and/or their legal 

counsel and, as such, represents the work of both parties and/or their counsel.  Accordingly, the 

parties agree that no presumption shall be made as to the interpretation of this document or any 

party thereof that this Agreement was drafted by either of the parties or his or her counsel. 
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43. NO RECORDATION.  This Lease shall not be recorded by Lessee. 

 

44. COUNTERPARTS.  The Lessor and Lessee agree that this Agreement may be 

executed in two or more counterparts, each shall constitute an original and binding copy of this 

Agreement. Photocopies of this Agreement shall be as binding as the original. 

 

45. AMENDMENTS.  This Lease may be amended only by a writing signed by the 

parties, or by a change in Lessor's rules and regulations, provided that reasonable notice of such 

change is given to Lessee and provided that such changes do not substantially modify Lessee's 

arrangement with Lessor. 

 

46. ENTIRE AGREEMENT.  This Lease and any rules and regulations of Lessor 

constitute the entire lease agreement between Lessor and Lessee.  No oral statements made by 

either party shall be binding.  The terms and conditions of this signed Lease shall be the 

controlling document on the Lease arrangement between the following parties.   

 

 

WITNESS the following signatures: 

 

LESSOR:     LESSEE: 

 

 

 

 

________________________  ________________________        

Lending Tree LLC     Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides 

11532 Centennial Rd.    City Manager   

Prince George VA 23875    

________________________    

      City Attorney  

 

      Notices sent to: 

      City of Petersburg 

      Attn: City Attorney 

      135 N. Union Street 

      Petersburg, VA 23803    
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AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE LEASED PROPERTY LOCATED AT 
20 E. TABB STREET

WHEREAS, the City of Petersburg approved the initial commercial lease agreement for a period 
of January 01, 2019 through December 31, 2020 for a two-year term for the property located at 20 E. 
Tabb Street.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Petersburg that the City 
Manager, Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides, is hereby authorized to execute the commercial lease agreement 
for the property located at 20 E. Tabb Street.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Petersburg, that the City Manager, 
Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides, is hereby authorized to sign such agreements and documents as necessary 
to complete the lease of the aforementioned property on behalf of the City.
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  16.e
. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
Lionel Lyons, Deputy City Manager of Development

  

FROM: Reginald Tabor 
  

RE: Consideration of a Resolution of Support to authorize the use of the City-owned property 
at 629 N South Street, Parcel Number 009010005, for Right of Way needed for the 
ATP/Fall Line Trail Phase 1A SMART SCALE Project (App. 6695) 

 

PURPOSE: To express the support of Council for the authorization of the use of City-owned property for the 
development of the ATP/Fall Line Trail Phase 1A.
 

REASON: This is a request for confirmation of Council’s Support for the authorization to use City-owned 
property for Right of Way needed for the ATP/Fall Line Trail Phase 1A.
 

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the City Council approves the resolution expressing support 
to authorize the use of the City-owned property for the ATP/Fall Line Trail Phase 1A.
 

BACKGROUND: The City of Petersburg has been an active partner in the development of the 
bicycle/pedestrian trail and bridges from Patton Park over a canal and the Appomattox River to Virginia State 
University. The trail and bridge are part of the University Boulevard Gateway Design Study with the Cameron 
Foundation (study begun in 2014 and completed in 2019), and the Ashland to Petersburg Trail Study 
(completed by VDOT in early 2020).  The City Council has continuously expressed support for the ATP/Fall 
Line Trail project with the understanding that the ATP/Fall Line Trail would end at a trailhead in the City on 
the City-owned property at 629 N South Street, Parcel Number 009010005.

The City also has experience with legal agreements for the construction of trails on City-owned land.  For 
example, earlier this year, the City Council agreed to an MOU with FOLAR for the construction of a portion of 
the Appomattox Regional Trail on City-owned land.  

On July 21, 2020, the City Council adopted a resolution of support for the Tri-Cities Area MPO’s SMART 
SCALE application for the ATP Phase 1A SMART SCALE Project (Application 6695) and the City’s 
Appomattox Regional Trail application, both of which end in the City-owned property at 629 N South Street.  
This resolution was adopted with the City Council’s understanding that should the MPO’s application be 
funded, the City fully supports the project, has included the ATP/Fall Line Trail in its Comprehensive Plan, and 
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intends to provide the right-of-way on City-owned property to realize the full development of the trail and 
bridges for the ATP/Fall Line Trail via a legal instrument. 

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has requested confirmation that the City of Petersburg will 
provide the necessary right of way to complete the ATP Phase 1A SMART SCALE Project (Application 6695) 
and the City’s Appomattox Regional Trail project. If the application is approved, a legal instrument will be 
submitted to the City Council for approval.

 

COST TO CITY: N/A

BUDGETED ITEM: N/A

REVENUE TO CITY: N/A 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: VDOT, Crater Planning District 
Commission

 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: City Manager, Department of Planning and Community Development
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: 
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: N/A
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. 1208_2020CouncilAgendaATPFallLineTrailOrdinance
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A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT TO AUTHORIZE THE USE OF THE CITY-OWNED 

PROPERTY AT 629 N SOUTH STREET, PARCEL NUMBER 009010005, FOR RIGHT 

OF WAY NEEDED FOR THE ATP/FALL LINE TRAIL PHASE 1A SMART SCALE 

PROJECT (APP. 6695) 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Petersburg has been an active partner in the development of the 

bicycle/pedestrian trail and bridges from Patton Park over a canal and the Appomattox River to Virginia 

State University; and 

 

WHEREAS, the trail and bridge are part of the University Boulevard Gateway Design Study 

with the Cameron Foundation (study begun in 2014 and completed in 2019), and the Ashland to 

Petersburg Trail Study (completed by VDOT in early 2020); and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has continuously expressed support for the ATP/Fall Line Trail 

project with the understanding that the ATP/Fall Line Trail would end at a trailhead in the City on the 

City-owned property at 629 N South Street, Parcel Number 009010005; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City also has experience with legal agreements for the construction of trails on 

City-owned land.  For example, earlier this year, the City Council agreed to an MOU with FOLAR for 

the construction of a portion of the Appomattox Regional Trail on City-owned land; and 

 

WHEREAS, on July 21, 2020, the City Council adopted a resolution of support for the Tri-

Cities Area MPO’s SMART SCALE application for the ATP Phase 1A SMART SCALE Project 

(Application 6695) and the City’s Appomattox Regional Trail application, both of which end in the 

City-owned property at 629 N South Street; and 

 

WHEREAS, the July 21, 2020 resolution was adopted with the City Council’s understanding 

that should the MPO’s application be funded, the City fully supports the project, has included the 

ATP/Fall Line Trail in its Comprehensive Plan, and intends to provide the right-of-way on City-owned 

property to realize the full development of the trail and bridges for the ATP/Fall Line Trail via a legal 

instrument; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has requested confirmation 

that the City of Petersburg will provide the necessary right of way to complete the ATP Phase 1A 

SMART SCALE Project (Application 6695) and the City’s Appomattox Regional Trail project; and 

 

WHEREAS, if the application is approved, a legal instrument will be submitted to the City 

Council for approval. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Petersburg hereby 

supports authorization of the use of the city-owned property at 629 n south street, parcel number 

009010005, for right of way needed for the ATP/Fall line trail phase 1a smart scale project (app. 6695). 
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  16.f. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
  

FROM: Wayne Crocker 
  

RE: Resolution to authorize the City Manager to execute first amendment to sublease 
agreement for the Petersburg Public Library. 

 

PURPOSE: 
 

REASON: 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend City Council approve the resolution.
 

BACKGROUND: The City of Petersburg is currently a party to a Facility Sublease Agreement with the 
Petersburg Library Foundation for the lease of the Petersburg Public Library.  The Facility Sublease Agreement 
includes a substantial lease escalation scheduled to become effective on January 1, 2021.    
 

COST TO CITY: $140,000.00

BUDGETED ITEM: $140,000.00

REVENUE TO CITY: N/A 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 12/8/2020
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: City Manager; City Attorney
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: Library Services
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: 
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: N/A
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Resolution for Sublease
2. PLF - First Amendment to Facility Sublease Agreement xxx
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RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER
TO EXECUTE FIRST AMENDMENT TO SUBLEASE AGREEENT

FOR PETERSBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY

WHEREAS, the City of Petersburg is currently a party to a Facility Sublease Agreement with the 
Petersburg Library Foundation for the lease of the Petersburg Public Library; and

WHEREAS, said Facility Sublease Agreement includes a substantial lease escalation scheduled 
to become effective on January 1, 2021; and

WHEREAS, the City has requested that the Petersburg Library Foundation agree to waive the 
escalation requirement and allow for levelized lease payments at the current lease amount to be 
collected for the remainder of the lease term (through 2033); and

WHEREAS, the City has also requested that it be afforded an option to purchase the Petersburg 
Public Library for the nominal fee of $1 at the conclusion of the lease period; and

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Library Foundation has agreed to the City’s request and has had 
their counsel prepare the attached First Amendment to Sublease Agreement to memorialize the 
agreement between the parties; and

WHEREAS, the First Amendment to Sublease Agreement has been reviewed by the City 
Attorney and has been found to be in good legal form; and

WHEREAS, the City Manager has requested authorization to execute this First Amendment to 
Sublease Agreement on behalf of the City.

NOW therefore be it RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute the First 
Amendment Sublease Agreement on behalf of the City.
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FIRST AMENDMENT TO
FACILITY SUBLEASE AGREEMENT

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT TO FACILITY SUBLEASE AGREEMENT (this 
“Amendment”) is made effective this _31st_____ day of December, 2020, by and between THE 
PETERSBURG LIBRARY FOUNDATION, INCORPORATED, a Virginia nonstock 
corporation as landlord (“Landlord”), and THE CITY OF PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA, a 
political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Virginia, as tenant (“Tenant”).

WITNESSETH

WHEREAS, pursuant to that certain Facility Sublease Agreement dated April 11, 2013 
(the “Sublease”), the Landlord has leased the Premises as defined in the Sublease that includes the 
land, library improvements and related amenities and facilities (together, the “Library”) to the 
Tenant; and

WHEREAS, Tenant and Landlord desire to amend certain provisions of the Sublease.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants, conditions and rents 
hereinafter set forth, the parties hereto agree for themselves, their successors, heirs and assigns, as 
follows:

1. Representations and Warranties.

a. Landlord represents and warrants to Tenant that Landlord has full right, 
power and authority to execute and deliver this Amendment and to grant to 
Tenant the exclusive use and possession of the Premises on the terms 
provided herein.

b. Tenant represents and warrants to Landlord that Tenant has full right, power 
and authority to execute and deliver this Amendment and to commit to the 
obligations set forth herein.

2. Notices.  Section 21 of the Sublease is hereby deleted, and the following is 
substituted therefor:

Any notice or document required or permitted to be delivered hereunder or by law 
shall be deemed to be delivered, whether actually received or not, when delivered 
personally or by guaranteed overnight air courier, addressed to the parties hereto at 
the respective addresses below, or at such other address as therefore specified by 
written notice delivered in accordance herewith.
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Landlord: The Petersburg Library Foundation, Incorporated
201 W. Washington Street
Petersburg, VA 23803
Attention: Robert C. Walker
Email: rwalker@roslynfarmcorp.com

With a copy to: Williams Mullen
200 S. 10th Street, Suite 1600
Richmond, VA 23219
Attention: Alexander C. Graham, Jr.
Email: sgraham@williamsmullen.com

Tenant: The City of Petersburg, Virginia
135 North Union Street, Room 202
Petersburg, VA 23803
Attention: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
Email: city.manager@petersburg-va.org

With a copy to: City Attorney
135 North Union Street
Petersburg, VA 23803
Attention: Anthony C. Williams
Email: awilliams@petersburg-va.org

3. Base Rent Schedule.  Exhibit B, Base Rent Schedule, to the Sublease is hereby 
deleted and a new Exhibit B, Base Rent Schedule, is attached hereto and is 
substituted therefor.

4. Lease Termination.  The Sublease may be terminated by Tenant at any time after 
the initial term of the Sublease expires on December 31, 2033.  Tenant shall provide 
Landlord with at least thirty (30) days’ notice in advance of the termination date, 
during which time the Landlord and Tenant shall discuss and agree upon how the 
Library will be operated, and the expenses incurred in the operation of the Library 
will be paid, after the Sublease termination date.

5. Option to Purchase Premises.  Landlord grants Tenant an option to purchase the 
Library for the sum of $1.00 at any time after the effective date of the termination 
of the Sublease by the City under Section 4 of this Amendment.  Exercise of this 
option shall be evidenced by a written notice of exercise of the option addressed to 
Landlord at the address found in Section 21 of the Sublease, specifying the closing 
date and all terms and conditions of the City’s purchase of the Library.

6. Reaffirmation of Other Sublease Terms.  Except as amended hereby, the Sublease 
shall remain unmodified and shall continue in full force and effect.  In the event of 
a conflict between the terms of this Amendment and the terms of the Sublease, this 
Amendment shall control.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this First Amendment to 
Facility Sublease Agreement under seal as of the day and year first above written.

LANDLORD:

THE PETERSBURG LIBRARY FOUNDATION,
INCORPORATED, a Virginia nonstock corporation

By: ______________________________(SEAL)
Name: Robert C. Walker
Title: Chair

TENANT:

THE CITY OF PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA,
a political subdivision of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia

By: ______________________________(SEAL)
Name: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides
Title: City Manager

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

______________________________
Anthony C. Williams
City Attorney

42933554_2
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EXHIBIT B

(Base Rent Schedule)

Lease Year Ending June 30 Annual Base Rent

2020 $140,000
2021 $140,000
2022 $140,000
2023 $140,000
2024 $140,000
2025 $140,000
2026 $140,000
2027 $140,000
2028 $140,000
2029 $140,000
2030 $140,000
2031 $140,000
2032 $140,000
2033 $140,000
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  16.g. 

City of Petersburg
 

Ordinance, Resolution, and Agenda Request

 

  

DATE: December 8, 2020 
  

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council
  

THROUGH: Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager
  

FROM: Mayor Samuel Parham 
  

RE: Consideration of  a resolution in support of Legislative Efforts to repeal or revise the 
judicially created doctrine of qualified immunity now preventing citizens from holding 
law enforcement personnel and others accountable for the harm they negligently cause. 

 

PURPOSE: To approve the resolution attached. 
 

REASON: 
 

RECOMMENDATION: To approve the resolution.
 

BACKGROUND: See attached resolution.
 

COST TO CITY: N/A

BUDGETED ITEM: N/A

REVENUE TO CITY: N/A 
 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: 
 

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES: N/A
 

AFFECTED AGENCIES: N/A
 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION: N/A
 

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAMS: N/A
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. 2020-10-20 A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS TO REPEAL OR REVISE
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A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS TO REPEAL OR REVISE
THE JUDICIALLY CREATED DOCTRINE OF QUALIFIED IMMUNITY 

NOW PREVENTING CITIZENS FROM HOLDING LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL AND OTHERS 
ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE HARM THEY NEGLIGENTLY CAUSE

Whereas, the General Assembly of Virginia is considering possible repeal or revision of the judicial 
doctrine of qualified immunity, and 

Whereas in a representative democracy such as ours, where the citizens elect their representatives to 
the General Assembly of Virginia, it is the General Assembly of Virginia and not the judiciary that should 
decide whether and to what extent law enforcement personnel  and others who negligently hurt our 
citizens should be held accountable in a court of law, and 

Whereas adequate safeguards are already in place to protect law enforcement personnel and others 
from frivolous, vengeful, and harassing lawsuits (for example, sanctions against attorneys and others 
who bring suits without a good faith basis for filing suit), and
 
Whereas recent events around the country, as highlighted by the Black Lives Matter movement, make 
clear that too often law enforcement personnel  and others claiming qualified immunity forget they are 
the servants of the public and instead act in vengeful, violent, and sometimes fatal ways against the 
public they have sworn to serve, and

Whereas increasing the accountability of law enforcement officers and others claiming qualified 
immunity will create incentives for employers to discipline bad actors they employ, thereby increasing 
the opportunity of the citizens of Virginia to enjoy their unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness enshrined in our nation’s Declaration of Independence, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
PETERSBURG:

1. We emphatically support legislative repeal or revision of the judicially created doctrine of 
qualified immunity and urge the City’s delegation to the General Assembly to support 
such repeal or revision, and

2. We direct the Clerk of Council to give an attested copy of this Resolution to Delegate 
Lashrecse D. Aird, Delegate Jeffrey M. Bourne, Senator Joseph D. Morrissey, and the 
Governor of Virginia.

Adopted by the Petersburg City Council this ____ day of _______________, 2020.

Enter:
___________________
Nykesha Jackson, 
Clerk of Council of the City of Petersburg
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